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Abiko, Alex, is a civil engineer, professor at the Escola Politécnica (School of 

Engineering) of the University of São Paulo, co-ordinator of the “Engineering 

and Urban Planning” Teaching and Research Group at the Civil Engineering 

Department of the Escola Politécnica, and of Poli-Integra, which is the Extension 

Courses Programme of the same School. He has developed research, been in-

volved in consulting, supervised students at the masters and doctorate levels, and 

published in books and journals, particularly on urban sustainability, urban plan-

ning and governance, housing management, social housing and favela upgrad-

ing. He currently coordinates the Commission for Special Studies on Sustainable 

Development in Cities and Communities of ABNT, the Brazilian Association of 

Technical Standards. 

 

Annisa, Shaharin, is an academic researcher and lecturer at the Department of 

International Urbanism at the University of Stuttgart. Born in Bangladesh but 

raised in Oman, she completed her bachelor’s degree at the German University 

(GUtech) in Oman, studying urban planning and architectural design (UPAD). 

Later, she joined the UPAD department as a teaching and research assistant, for 

two years, on topics of housing and public space. Furthermore, she was involved 

in the design, construction and monitoring phase of Gutech’s Eco-friendly 

house. She finished her master’s degree at the University of Stuttgart in the pro-

gram Integrated Urbanism and Sustainable design (IUSD) researching on under-

standing the spatial effects of migration and the livelihoods of Bangladeshi mi-

grants in Oman. She was part of the EZBET project based in Cairo from 2017, 

where she worked on the understanding the development of informal settlements 

and was involved in understanding participatory needs assessment. She is the co-

founder of MCTspaceLab, an initiative based in Oman, working with communi-

ty empowerment. Her interests lie in topics of migration, housing, human rights, 

and she places a great interest in bottom-up approaches.  
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Bayro-Kaiser, Fabio, is a research associate and PhD candidate at the RWTH 

Aachen University, Faculty of Architecture, Chair and Institute of Urban Design. 

Born in La Paz, Bolivia, in 1984, he graduated as an architect at UCB in Tarija- 

Bolivia, in 2015 and completed a master’s in building biology at the University 

of Lleida, Spain, in 2016. From 2010 until 2016, he worked at the office for 

architecture and planning ‘mKaiser’ in Tarija-Bolivia, where he focused on 

housing, neighbourhoods and urban development and the cultural landscape. 

 

Boanada-Fuchs, Anthony, is a trained architect and urban planner with a 

Ph.D. in International Development Studies (IHEID). After completing a post-

doc and undertaking visiting positions at the University of São Paulo (USP-

CEM), University of Lausanne (UNIL-IDG), University of Basel (Europainsti-

tute), and the ETH Zürich (CASE), he started working at the University in 

St.Gallen, where he is currently a project manager at the St. Gallen Institute of 

Management in Latin America (GIMLA). His research and teaching efforts are 

situated at the intersection of scientific research and practice and thematically 

focus on affordable housing programs, the role of real-estate developers in urban 

development, the systematization of knowledge in urban policy-making, and 

government responses towards informality. 

 

Caballero, Humberto, is a geological engineer who is responsible for under-

graduate and post-graduate programmes in geological engineering and environ-

mental engineering, and in environment and development at the National Uni-

versity of Colombia (Medellín). Caballero has a strong track record in the appli-

cation of expertise in earth sciences to the field of risk management in mountain 

areas, especially in urban areas with a history of serious events with loss of life 

and property. He is highly skilled in engaging in risk-management training / 

education of low-income communities, and has long-standing links with the 

public sector through research and consultancy; e.g., in work undertaken on the 

institutional coordination of geotechnical, geological, hydraulic and erosion 

control, for the metropolitan area of the Aburrá Valley. His inter-disciplinary 

work includes collaboration with Prof. Françoise Coupé on risk management. 

 

Casanova, Marielly, is a licensed architect from Venezuela, holds a master 

degree in architecture and urban design from Columbia University in NY, and, 

in 2017, she defended her PhD thesis, “Social Strategies Building the City: a Re-

conceptualisation of Social Housing in Latin America”, at the University of 

Duisburg-Essen. Casanova’s work focuses on the intersection between urban 

planning and social inequality. Her main expertise and interests lie in participa-
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tory planning, and the co-production and co-implementation of projects of di-

verse nature. She analyses the potential of neighbourhoods in different contexts 

for the conception of urban strategies and projects that can be implemented in 

collaboration with local stakeholders. Casanova also teaches non-conventional 

research methodologies for the assessment of urban issues and her teaching ex-

perience extends to Columbia University, the ETH Zürich, and the University of 

Duisburg-Essen. In addition, Casanova has worked as a project manager, in 

urban and community development projects, for different public and private 

organisations. 

 

Coupé, Françoise, was an associate professor in the Faculty of Social Scienc-

es and Economics at the National University of Colombia (Medellín) between 

1972 and 2003. Since her retirement in 2004, Françoise has been a professor 

emeritus at the university. Between 2001 and 2003, Prof. Coupé was Director of 

the Environment in the Government Department of Antioquia and has conse-

quently led various committees that are of crucial significance to the project her 

chapter in this book is about, such as President of the Management Boards of 

CORNARE, CORANTIOQUIA and CORPOURABA; co-ordinator of various 

inter-institutional committees and lead co-ordinator of numerous education, 

investigation and social projects. Since 2013, Prof. Coupé has been a member of 

the general Advisory Board for the Planning Department in Medellín, with par-

ticular focus on the city’s development plan. 

 

Ferreira, Karolyne, graduated in geography with a master’s in urban and civil 

engineering from the University of São Paulo. Ferreira is an expert in urban 

resilience and risk management and has worked on and been an instructor in 

socioenvironmental impact studies. Her research topics have focused on urban 

resilience, urban planning, governance, risk management and natural disasters. 

She has publications related to landslide risk management, urban resilience and 

civil defence 

 

Fokdal, Josefine, is senior researcher and lecturer at the department of Inter-

national Urbanism at the University of Stuttgart. After completing her diploma 

in architecture and international urbanism from TU Berlin (DE), and a Masters 

from Ball State University (USA), Josefine obtained her PhD in 2014 from TU 

Berlin on the topic: Embodiment of the Urban-Relational Space in the Mega 

City of Guangzhou. Her field of expertise and publications includes a variety of 

topics related to processes of transformation and urbanisation with an emphasis 
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on spatial theory, housing, governance, participation, informality, co-production 

and rapid urbanization with a geographical focus on Asia. 

 

Garcia-Ferrari, Soledad, is a senior lecturer at the Edinburgh School of 

Architecture and Landscape Architecture, University of Edinburgh. Professional-

ly qualified in architecture and urbanism in Uruguay, her research focuses on 

current processes of urban development and regeneration in Latin America and 

Europe. She was awarded her PhD in urban studies in 2007 at the School of the 

Built Environment, Heriot-Watt University. Soledad has extensive expertise in 

research in recent planning strategies in Medellín and led the Medellín Urban 

Innovation project that was funded by the British Council. She is currently lead-

ing research in Mexico, which focuses on developing collaborative approaches 

to climate-change-related risk. She has taught in the faculty of architecture in 

Montevideo, the University of Seville, and was invited as a speaker at the School 

of Architecture, CEU in Madrid. She is currently at the University of Edinburgh, 

where she is Dean of Latin American Studies and Director of the Edinburgh 

University Centre for Contemporary Latin American Studies. 

 

Hossain, Md. Zakir, is a professor of urban & rural planning and course co-

ordinator in the Master’s of Urban and Rural Planning Programme at Khulna 

University, Bangladesh. for He holds an MSc from the University of Antwerp 

and D.Phil from the Heriot Watt University. Before coming to academia, Zakir 

worked as a development practitioner concerned with urban health and govern-

ance in Bangladesh. He specialises in the grounded theory approach to the study 

of climate change, poverty and resilience. Besides teaching at Khulna Universi-

ty, he is also implementing research projects which particularly address the co-

existence between vulnerability and resilience, poverty, migration and the asset-

based approach to development. He is also embarking on a new project concern-

ing resilience building, with particular attention on the vulnerability of children 

in different climatic disaster zones of Bangladesh. His work has appeared in a 

number of peer-reviewed scholarly journals, including the Journal of Climate 

Strategies and Management, Environment, Development and Sustainability, and 

Sustainable Built Environment. 

 

Kienast, Gerhard, is an urban and regional planner; alumni of TU Berlin, 

Instituto Politécnico Nacional, Mexico City, and the Centre for Rural Develop-

ment (Humboldt-Universität); has worked as an advisor for organisational de-

velopment for the German Development Service (DED) in Mozambique and 

South Africa; carried out research into the design of urban development grants in 
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the European context and the functional and social integration of new large 

housing projects in Germany; is a former lecturer and currently a researcher and 

PhD candidate at the Department for Urban Regeneration and Planning, Univer-

sity of Kassel, working on a DFG-funded research project on spatial develop-

ment frameworks and locational decision-making in South Africa. His areas of 

interest include urban governance and participation, planning performance, and 

housing policy.  

 

Laue, Franziska, is research associate and lecturer at the International Urban-

ism Institute, and course co-ordinator for the M.Sc. Double Degree IUSD at the 

University of Stuttgart. She studied architecture (TU Berlin) and has a M.Sc. 

IUSD Double Degree (Stuttgart, Cairo). She also worked for the GIZ’s UDP in 

Aleppo, Syria from 2007-2011, and for Egypt’s PDP in 2013. Since 2003, she is 

also involved in local and international conferences, exhibitions and publications 

on local identity, local challenges of climate change, and informal urban devel-

opment in the MENA region, particularly in Damascus (2012), refugee camp 

improvement strategies (DAZ, UNRWA 2012, 2014), and on urban heritage 

conservation and archiving on Aleppo (2010 -ongoing). She is involved in 

the strategic discourse on post-conflict recovery in the MENA region since 

(2011-ongoing). Currently, she researches on strategies for community-based 

climate-change adaptation in the MENA region. Since 2018, she has represented 

the institute at Stuttgart’s multi-stakeholder working group on localising the 

Sustainable Development Goals “Mein Stuttgart mEine Welt”. 

 

Ley, Astrid, is chair of International Urbanism and course director of the inter-

national master program MSc Integrated Urbanism and Sustainable Design 

(IUSD) at University of Stuttgart. She also works as an urban development con-

sultant and trainer to bilateral and international development agencies (oikos 

human settlement research group). She holds a degree in architecture and urban 

design from RWTH Aachen and a PhD from TU Berlin. Prior to her position in 

Stuttgart she was urban development research analyst at the German Advisory 

Council on Global Change (WBGU) and post-doc in a research project on 

“Housing for the Urban Poor: From Local Action to Global Networks” as well as 

lecturer at Habitat Unit, TU Berlin and University of Witwatersrand, Johannes-

burg. Her expertise and publication record include topics related to urbanization 

in the Global South, housing processes, the role of local governance, participa-

tion, co-production and civil society. 

 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839449424-014 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839449424-014
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


272 | Author’s Introduction  

 

Marinho, Fernando A. M., is an associate professor at the University of São 

Paulo and teaches courses in civil engineering, mining engineering and geology. 

His research is related to geotechnical aspects of soils, in particular in the un-

saturated condition. Marinho undertakes research in several states in Brazil and 

abroad. He is a consultant for government agencies and works within the ge-

otechnical industry. 

 

Medero, Gabriela, is a professor in geotechnical and geo-environmental engi-

neering at The Institute for Infrastructure and Environment, School of Energy, 

Geoscience, Infrastructure and Society (EGIS), Heriot-Watt University, Edin-

burgh, UK. She is a civil engineer and her research interests focus on the ther-

mo-hydro-mechanical behaviour of soils from micro-level to large-scale mecha-

nisms such as landslides. She has been researching tropical soils, unsaturated 

soils and associated failure mechanisms for over 20 years, with international 

collaborations in Latin America, Europe and Asia. 

 

Mera, Wilmar Castro, is a consultant and researcher in risk management, 

specifically in territorial vulnerability and environmental education. He has also 

explored the field of the social perception of risk and its relationship with institu-

tional trust in mega-projects in the city. He is an environmental administrator, 

specialist in environmental education with a master in environment and devel-

opment from the National University of Colombia (Medellín). Together with 

Professor Françoise Coupé and Elizabeth Arboleda at the National University of 

Colombia (Medellín), he has participated in different research projects with a 

focus on themes around habitat, risk, community development, territorial vulner-

ability, the co-production of knowledge, and resilience. Wilmar has participated 

in the preparation of the ‘Municipal Disaster-Risk Management Plan of Medellín 

and Rionegro’, the formulation of public policy for dweller protection and in the 

evaluation of the likelihood, vulnerability and risk of torrential floods in the 

Department of Antioquia, Colombia. 

 

Mukaddim, Syed, holds a master’s degree in urban and rural planning from 

Khulna University, Khulna, Bangladesh. He obtained his bachelor’s degree in 

social science (Anthropology) from the Independent University, Bangladesh. He 

has been teaching at the primary and secondary levels. His research interests 

include anthropogenic changes in different aspects of human lives. Recently, he 

has developed an interest in the area of climate change and its associated affairs; 

to name a few, identity and migration in relation to climate change, housing and 

land owing mechanisms of such forcefully displaced people, and so on. Beside 
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his academic endeavours, Syed likes to read books and code computer programs 

– mostly plug-ins for financial market trading systems. He is also active in fi-

nancial markets as a futures trader. 

 

Rahman, Md Ashiq Ur, is a Professor of Urban and Rural Planning Disci-

pline of Khulna University, Bangladesh. He is highly motivated in working in 

the field of pro-poor housing initiatives in Bangladesh and other developing 

countries. He gained his MSc in Urban Development Planning programme of 

Development Planning Unit of University College London and was awarded 

with PhD in Urban Studies from Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh, United 

Kingdom. His field of research interest and career motivation lies in pro-poor 

urban development initiatives. He believes that individuals have their own capa-

bilities and combining those capabilities towards democratic development is 

essential. In the recent past, he worked as Research Fellow of the Alexander von 

Humboldt Foundation at the Department of International Urbanism of Institute 

of Urban Planning and Design, University of Stuttgart, Germany. 

 

Rivera, Helena, is a visiting lecturer in Landscape Architecture and Urbanism 

at the University of Greenwich. She was awarded her PhD in Regional Planning 

in 2015 at the Bartlett School of Planning, UCL, where her research focused on 

applying transferable lessons from British New Towns into contemporary hous-

ing policy. Rivera is a professionally qualified architect, chartered by the ARB 

and RIBA, and is founder and director of A Small Studio Ltd. Helena undertakes 

work in both a professional and academic capacity related to architecture and 

urbanism out of her studio in London. Helena has worked as a research associate 

with Prof. Harry Smith and Dr. Soledad Garcia-Ferrari on several projects in the 

Global South. She has recently been a visiting guest at the UK All-Party Parlia-

mentary Group on New Towns, 2018-2019. 

 

Santoso, Jo, studied urban planning, architecture, sociology, eonomic planning 

in Darmstadt, Berlin and Hannover, Doktor-Ingenieur in Urban History 1981. He 

was also a member of the teaching staff at Hochschule der Kunste Berlin before 

returning to to Jakarta, Indonesia, in 1983. Between 1984 and 1996 he worked as 

planner in several Newtown Projects in Indonesia; i.e., as chief planner of the 

Bumi Serpong Damai New City, Lippo Village and Bukit Semarang Ba-

ru/Semarang. He has also worked as a consultant for different development 

agencies, like the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and for the Germen 

Technological Cooperation (GTZ) in different Ministries in Indonesia. In 2003, 

he returned to the academic world and set up the Master’s Program for Urban 
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and Real-Estate Development at Tarumanagara University in Jakarta and was the 

head of the program until 2018. He is presently head of Tarumanagara Urban 

Laboratory and works as an individual expert for diverse ministries and local 

governments in the fields of housing, urban planning and the development of 

tourist destinations. He has also been guest professor at a number of universities; 

i.e., TU Karlsruhe; TU Darmstadt, Department of Social Science; the University 

of Frankfurt; and Willems Business College Sydney; and has given public lec-

tures at European, Asian and American Universities. Among his publications, 

the most well-known is The Fifth Layer of Jakarta (English) and Kota Tanpa 

Warga (City Without Citizens (Indonesian). 

 

Sikder, Sujit Kumar, is a research associate at the Leibniz Institute of Ecolog-

ical Urban and Regional Development (IOER) in Germany within scientific 

Area ‘Monitoring of Settlement and Open Space Development’. His academic 

experiences and research interests are focused on the topics of urban data science 

and innovations in geoinformation for better spatial decision-making. He is 

committed to contributing to the transdiciplinary research domain for improved 

quality of urban living. Dr. Sikder was awarded a PhD in engineering (Dr. Ing.) 

from the Institute of Geodesy and Geoinformation at the University of Bonn, a 

master’s of science (M.Sc) from the Technical University of Munich (TUM), 

and a bachelor’s of urban and rural planning (BURP) from Khulna University, 

Bangladesh. 

 

Smith, Harry, is a professor at The Urban Institute, School of Energy, Geosci-

ence, Infrastructure and Society (EGIS), Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh, 

UK. An architect and planner, his research interests focus on how people pro-

duce and manage their built environment, ranging from institutional and govern-

ance issues in planning and housing to physical design. Harry has undertaken 

much of his work with an international focus, collaborating with partners in 

Latin America, Europe and Africa, examining planning and housing issues, 

community empowerment, participatory processes and user involvement in the 

production of the built environment, and partnership approaches to the design 

and long-term maintenance of open space, mainly from a qualitative perspective. 

He has published widely in the planning and development literature, particularly 

in relation to governance of human settlements in the Global South. 

 

Yang, Shiyu, is a Ph.D. candidate at the Institute of Urban Planning and De-

sign, University of Stuttgart. She studied architecture in Tsinghua University, 

Beijing, and obtained a bachelor’s degree of architecture in 2014 and a master’s 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839449424-014 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://www.ioer.de/1/research/monitoring-of-settlement-and-open-space-development/
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839449424-014
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.ioer.de/1/research/monitoring-of-settlement-and-open-space-development/


Housing and Human Settlement in  a World of Change  |  275  

 

degree of architecture in 2016. Shiyu started her doctoral research in October 

2016 and the working title of her dissertation is “Space production of migrants in 

urban villages in China – the case of Beijing”. Her research interests include 

informality, migration, and housing, as well as Lefebvre’s theory of space pro-

duction. Shiyu has several experiences of presenting her research at international 

conferences, including: the 2018 AESOP Annual Congress “Making Space for 

Hope” in Sweden; the 19th N-AERUS Conference “Housing and Human Set-

tlements in a World of Change” in Germany; and the 11th IFoU Congress “Re-

framing Urban Resilience Implementation” in Spain. Since April 2017, she has 

also been teaching in seminars within the Master’s Program of Integrated Urban-

ism and Sustainable Design at the University of Stuttgart.
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