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With the DDC having meanwhile reached its 20th edi-
tion (1), the importance of this classification system no
longer being subject to any doubt and even theuse of on-
line catalogs already being tested, one warmly welcomes
abook like the present one - anintroduction to the forma-
tion history and development of the DDC, supplement-
ingan earlier book by the same team of authors (2). What
makes one even more gratified is the fact that one of the
authors, J.P.Comaromi, is the DDC’s current editor.
After all, the never-abating discussion around quality
and structuring principles of the DDC is still reverbe-
rating in many a one’s ears (3) and brings back to mind
phrases like B.Buchanan’s: ”We no longer subscribe to
the conspiracy theory - that a heavily disguised member
of the LC classification office has infiltrated the DC of-
fice, and is engaged in sabotage”(4), which are to some ex-
tent in conflict with the following qualification found in
the text reviewed: ”The DDC is not the same as it was
when created eleven decades ago. It has undergone con-
stant changes, opened itself to latest developments in
classification and information science” (p.75).

Such remarks foster a certain spirit of expectation,
which this reviewer, for one, does not find met, however,
in everyrespect - and this applies particularly to the sys-
tem’s alleged openness to latest developments within
classification theory. One learns a greatmany details con-
cerning the policy that was behind the publication of the
various editions (and which - whatelse could one expect -
frequently was a mixture of a desire for change and a
predilection for abiding by traditional structures so as
not to confront users with too many novelties), a great
deal about the importance ofthe current publishing com-
pany for the DDC, and about the dissemination of the
system. Less careful attention was paid, however, in this
reviewer’s view, to the question of how to deal with classi-
fication-theoretical questions of structrure. Thus, for
example, the authors deal quite liberally with the concept
of faceting, creating thereby the impression of wishing to
claim the advantages of modern concept formation and
terminology without being able to really integrate the re-
quirements resulting therefrom into the system. For,
strict faceting requires the pre-defining of facets and fi-
nally the breaking-up of precombined structures formed
from components of these facets; this is not yet the case
withthe DDC, notevenin its 20th edition, nor canitprob-
ably be the case at all, the users to be served being who
they are. Interestingly, an analogous approach can be
noted with the editors of the Universal Decimal Classifi-
cation; as divergent as the respective developments of
these two related systems have been, in this respect they
are quite similar.
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Rather than being original throughout, the contents
of this book revert in some parts to contributions already
published elsewhere. A few minor duplications notwith-
standing, there is no reason to regret this approach; on
the contrary, something would be lacking in the entire
context if these parts had not been reprinted along once
again. More irritant, in comparison, is the fact that the
textis not a clear-cut presentation of the historical devel-
opment or of the current status; rather, a frequent alter-
ation of the mode of presentation can be noted in that at
times a great deal is taken for granted, while at other
times particular points are explained in great detail.

Presented in the various chapters are: a short bio-
graphy of Melvil Dewey; origin and spreading of the sys-
tem; cultivation and revision of the system; and composi-
tion, components, structure and application of the sys-
tem.

As already suggested by the person of the second
author, the questions treated are presented with special
emphasis on the application of the DDC in Indian li-
braries, as well as on the influence which certain prob-
lems connected with this application (cue: the originally
strong emphasis on the Occidental cultural orbit in the
shaping of the DDC’s classes and structure: WASPish
bias) have had on the further development of the DDC.
The raising of this problem has the effect that, from a
competent source, a great deal of information is
presented here which in this concise form is not so easily
accessible elsewhere. However, a reader at home in the
sphere of influence of the Universal Decimal Classifica-
tion or ofiits offshoots in a variety of languages may well
regret the fact that this latter development was not
granted an equalmeasure of attention.

It may also well be regretted that a few wholly new ap-
proaches did not receive evenmoreattention, as they will
undoubtedly impress their mark on future develop-
ments: the use of data processing for the cultivation and
revision of the classification systen, the possibility con-
nected therewith of relating the system to data carriers so
as to easily feed it into local catalogs, and - owing to the
structure-reproducing notation - the developments
around the utilization of the system for online retrieval
purposes (5). It would have been interesting to learn, for
example, whether any conclusions have already been
drawn from the retrieval experiements with respect to the
structuring of the classification systen, particularly in the
domain of precombined stiuctures, or whether any
thoughthas already beengiven to achangingofthehand-
ling of the auxiliaries for retrieval purposes.

Now that the 20th edition has appeared, the chapter
speciallydevoted to it cancertainly claim an interest of its
own as a background to this edition.

Three annexes, finally, deserve particular mentioning
and highlighting:

1. A tabellary overview of the various editors/pub-
lishers of the DDC.

2. a chronological survey of the formation and subse-
quent development of the DDC classification system
together with a biography of Melvil Dewey;

3. a 527-title index of literature on the DDC, not up-
dated until 1989, however, but essentially only until
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1985 (with 11 more titles being mentioned for 1986
and 1987 combined) Winfried Godert
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Methods of information storage and retrieval are no
longer conceivable today without the use of computers.
Nevertheless there is in the pertinent scientific literature
a dearth of titles presenting in a competent and compre-
hensive way, and a way conforming to the present state
oftheart, boththe methodical side of knowledge organiz-
ation and the possibilities now existing in the field of data
technology - hence of titles paying due attention both to
the aspects of information retrieval by means of telecom-
munication with external literature data banks and to
those of subject-oriented enquiries in library online cata-
logs for the general public. Precisely such an attempt is
undertaken in the present book by D.Alasdair Kemp. As
was only to be expected from such an attempt, the result
achieved presents both strengthsand weaknesses.

To start out right away with afew weaknesses: for sev-
eral stretches on end the data-technological side is em-
phasized so much that the book might well also have
been given the title of ’Knowledge-based information
processing’. In itself this is not a shortcoming, but it
becomes a weakness - and this regrettably must be noted
with respect to the entire book when the demands im-
posed on the reader’s prior knowledge vary widely: some-
times comparatively elementary matters are explained in
great detail (e.g. whenin a section entitled ’Data Organi-
zation and Retrieval Software’ basic concepts of data
technology down to online and offline are explained),
while at other times something in the nature of a lit-
erature overview is presented which, for a proper
fitting-in of the problems described, requires. consider-
able prior knowledge (e.g. whenonp.117-118 reference is
made to special programming languages for Artificial In-
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telligence). Both approaches can be justified; the mixture
of them attempted here, however, falls just short of the
mark: the text wavers between the level of an introduc-
tory textbook and that of a literature report, thus, de-
pending on the reader’s prior knowledge, boring him at
timesand overtaxingor disappointinghimat other times.

Afterthe introduction there follows a chapter on users
which deserves to be put into relief. Focusing, in its anal-
ysis, on the requirements imposed by the ultimate users
on a retrieval system, it contains on p.|25 a presentation
of an ’Ideal Information Retrieval System’. This anal-
ysis, still rather sketchy at this point, is later reverted to
and presented in greater detail in chapter 11 ’Ideal Sys-
tems’, which fact possibly should have been brought out
moreclearly. Inthisearly part of the book,some of the re-
quirements are still left somewhat hanging in the air;
thus, e.g.,aspectsofthe shaping of user surfaces areintro-
duced only inchapter 8 and cannot yet be included in the
considerations at this point.

The book’s predominant orientation to information
technology finds expression in its further division into
chapters. There follows a chapter on ’Data Organization
and Retrieval Software’ before attention is paid, in the
next one, to ’Knowledge Representation’. This ap-
proach would be justifiable if in the discussion of the
methodological questions the data-technological realiz-
ation aspect were always and immediately treated as
well. This, however, is not consistently the case, so that
both chapters are too rigorously separated from each
other.

In the ensuing chapters ’Expert Systems and Artificial
Intelligence’and "Databse Management Systems’ a num-
ber of tools and aids in the field of data technology are
presented (causing this presentation to have a high value
of its own, not being duplicated as it is in this form any-
where else in the literature). However, the intimate con-
nection with the methodological problems of knowledge
mightwell have beenbrought outmore clearly; in particu-
lar one regrets the absence of more clear-cut statements
on the use and usefulness of Artificial Intelligence proce-
dures in the fields of information storage and retrieval.
For another thing, even the presentation of the methodo-
logical questions is divided into two parts: while the
aforementioned chapter 4 on Knowledge Representa-
tionis strongly oriented, in itscontents, to the Representa-
tion of Knowledge in computers, problems of knowledge
representation from viewpoints antedating the advent of
data technology follow in a chapter 10’Controlled Voca-
bularies for Computer-Based Retrieval’, in which the
well-known documentation languages are presented.

Both the placing of these subjects at so late a point in
the book and the carrying-through of the discussion
leave a few wishes open in this chapter, so that the desir-
able dovetailing of the factors: properties of documenta-
tion languages and their suitabifity for a special retrieval
component form does not become clear, as can be seen
e.g.onp.253 where instead of a differentiated discussion
of terminology control measures merely one lone
example and some literature references are given, or
when, again on p.253, the problems of post-coordinating
retrieval according to pre-combined structures are
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