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Two foundations have helped to finance my sabbaticals for the research on this 
book: The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) and the Fritz-Thyssen-
Stiftung (Opus-Magnum-Programm). The Clark Art Research Center in William-
stown, Massachussetts let me stay for five months of peaceful work in a beautiful 
location, with Michael Ann Holly being an extraordinary host. 

Over the years many students took part in the discussions around the topic of this 
book, and, in order of appearance, Bettina Uppenkamp, Valeria Schulte-Fische-
dick, Ildikó Szántó, Margret Lüters-Bach have been patient and rigorous readers 
of the German manuscript. Hanne Loreck and Birgit Pelzer have helped to deal 
with Lacanian implications. With his translation Nicholas Grindell lifted my kind 
of idiom to a higher level of exactitude. Marcia Pointon undertook the heroic task 
of going through the English manuscript with me. I cannot but repeat my thanks 
to them all. Any incoherences and errors are of course my responsibility.

Susanne von Falkenhausen is professor emerita of modern and contemporary art 
history at Humboldt University Berlin.
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The translation was subsidized by Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin on behalf of 
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