
Knowl. Org. 39(2012)No.2 
L. Almuzara, M. L. Díez, B. Bravo. A Study Of Authority Control in Spanish University Repositories 

95 

A Study Of Authority Control  
in Spanish University Repositories 

Leticia Barrionuevo Almuzara*, Mª Luisa Alvite Díez**,  
and Blanca Rodríguez Bravo*** 

* Library, University of Leon, Campus de Vegazana s/n,  
24071 León (Spain), <buffl@unileon.es> 

** Library and Information Science, University of Leon, Campus de Vegazana s/n,  
24071 León (Spain), <luisa.alvite@unileon.es> 

*** Library and Information Science, University of Leon, Campus de Vegazana s/n,  
24071 León (Spain), <blanca.rodriguez@unileon.es> 

 

Leticia Barrionuevo Almuzara has a degree in Information Science from the University Carlos III of 
Madrid. She completed a doctorate on 'Knowledge Management and Transfer in the Organizations' 
and she is now writing her doctoral dissertation on evaluation of institutional repositories. She has 
been in charge of the Library of the Faculty of Humanities in the University of Leon from 2005, and 
she is the manager of Buleria, the institutional repository of the Leon University. 
 

PhD Mª Luisa Alvite Díez is an assistant professor at the University of León (Spain), Library and In-
formation Science Studies. She has focused her research interests on information retrieval, interfaces, 
electronic libraries, and digital contents. She has published several works related to these areas in diffe-
rent conference proceedings and scientific journals. 
 

Dr. Blanca Rodríguez Bravo received her Bachelor of History from the University Autonoma of Ma-
drid and her Doctorate of History at the University of Leon. She is a postgraduate in Information Sci-
ence at the University Complutense of Madrid and in Digital Information at the University Pompeu 
Fabra of Barcelona. She worked as a librarian at the University of Leon and, since 1991, has been an 
assistant professor in the Department of Library and Information Science at the University of León 
teaching subjects related to Knowledge Organization. She participates in a Master Degree of the Uni-
versity of Salamanca about Digital Information Systems. She is author of 3 books and more than 60 
papers in journals and conferences, having been head of research projects. Her current research inter-
est focuses on Knowledge Organization in the Digital Age and the Use of Electronic Information in 
Academic Libraries. 
 

Barrionuevo Almuzara, Leticia, Alvite Díez, Mª Luisa, and Rodríguez Bravo, Blanca. A Study Of Au-
thority Control in Spanish University Repositories. Knowledge Organization. 39(2), 95-103. 12 refer-
ences. 
 
ABSTRACT: This paper examines the current state of authority control development in Spanish uni-
versity repositories. As a decade has now gone by since the initiation of the first projects for institu-
tional repositories in Spain, it would seem a suitable time to draw attention to authority control, an 
element of the first rank in evaluating the consistency and integrity of systems for recovering biblio-
graphic information. The work is focused on examining the implementation of authorities in twenty-six Spanish university re-
positories, taking into account the information provided by the standardization experts working in them. The study considers 
the responses of the coordinators for these digital collections using a set of analytic criteria set out in the study. The handling 
of authorities in the group of university repositories studied may be described as uneven. Greater interest may be observed in 
controlling author entries, with laxer solutions for authority control of subjects. It suggests the need to establish effective poli-
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