
Letter from the Collective Farmer Mykola Reva to

Joseph Stalin about the Famine of 1933 in Ukraine

1 May 1940

Dear Joseph Vissarionovich,

You are, it would seem, our friend, teacher, and father, so the bold idea oc-

curred to me of writing to you with the whole truth....

The dark reaction of the hungry year of 1933, when people ate tree bark,

grass,andeven their ownchildren,whenhundredsof thousandsofpeopledied

of starvation, and all this before the eyes of the communists, who drove their

cars across our bodies and impudently praised life….

…[T]he people were dying of hunger not because there was a poor harvest

but because the state took their grain, and that grain lay in the Zahotzerno

[Grain Procurement] warehouses in elevators and was being distilled into al-

cohol for intoxication, while people were dying of hunger.... [I]n 1933, when

hungry people gathered grains of corn by the Zahotzerno warehouse at the

Khorol station, they were shot like dogs; a detachment of mounted police was

dispatched from the town of Khorol, and like lions, with sabers drawn, they

pursued us hungry ones, and there was grain in the warehouses, there was

flour, but people were dying of hunger, which means that all this was carried

out deliberately by the state, and the state knew about this....

The village council does not issue death certificates for 1933 because mor-

tality in that year was so great that inmore than fifty years somany people did

not die as in that year.Whoever was left alive, having endured such difficulties

– that person is already ruined because, as I know from my own experience,

we collective farmerswere swollen fromhunger,we fell on our feet,we lost our

ability to think,we lost a certain percentage of our eyesight, there is no health,

no strength, a general weakness of the bodily organism, and a great incidence
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of hospital visits andmany sick people in those areas where the year 1933made

itself felt. All this took place before the eyes of the communists – how can they

not be sorrowful and ashamed that they could not besiege the higher authori-

ties and sound the alarm about this misfortune, so that it would not exist....

[T]he communists caredmore for their ownskins, for if anyone endeavored

to standup for thepeoplewithamereword,his fatewouldbe settledalongwith

ours.That is how we are valued, Joseph Vissarionovich....

N. Reva
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