Venturing beyond borders — Reflections
on genre, function and boundaries
in Middle Eastern travel writing

Orient-Institut Istanbul I Istanbuler Texte und Studien 30

hitps://dol.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:12:20. https://www.nlibra.com/de/agh - Open Accass -


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

https://dol.org/10.5771/6783856507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:1

. httpsy/www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access -



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Venturing beyond borders -
Reflections on genre, function and boundaries
in Middle Eastern travel writing

https://dol.org/10.5771/6783856507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:12:20. https://www.inllbra.com/de/agb - Open Access - [ Im—



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

ISTANBULER TEXTE UND STUDIEN

HERAUSGEGEBEN VOM
ORIENT-INSTITUT ISTANBUL

BAND 30

https://dol.org/10.5771/6783856507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:12:20. https://www.inllbra.com/de/agb - Open Access - [ Im—


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Venturing beyond borders -
Reflections on genre, function and boundaries
in Middle Eastern travel writing

Edited by
Bekim Agai
Olcay Akyildiz
Caspar Hillebrand

WURZBURG 2016

ERGON VERLAG WURZBURG
IN KOMMISSION

https://dol.org/10.5771/6783856507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:12:20. https://www.inllbra.com/de/agb - Open Access - [ Im—



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Umschlaggestaltung: Taline Yozgatian

Die Collage auf der Titelseite wurde erstellt unter Verwendung der folgenden Abbildungen:

- Tams nehrinin tahtinda olan yolun resmidir, Beylik¢i Nuri Efendi, Ingiltere ve Fransa
Sefaret ve Seyahatnamesi, 1834/5 (Istanbul Universitesi Kiitiiphanesi Nadir Eserler Boliimii,
kayit no. 5081).

- Hatt-1 seyahat, Mustafa Said Bey, Avrupa Seyahatnamesi 1898 (Yap: Kredi Yayinlari, 2004).

- Cenevre’den Mont Blanc’in goriintisii ve Mont Blanc Kopriisi’yle Jean Jacques Rousseau
Adasi, Mustafa Said Bey, Avrupa Seyahatnamesi 1898 (Yap1 Kredi Yayinlari, 2004).

- Malik Mansur Mirza and Farah al-Saltanah at L’Exposition de Gand, 1913 (Harvard
University Widener Library, olvwork626880).

Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen
Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet iiber http://dnb.d-nb.de
abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;
detailed bibliographic data are available in the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de.

ISBN 978-3-95650-202-6
ISSN 1863-9461

© 2016 Orient-Institut Istanbul (Max Weber Stiftung)

Das Werk einschlieBlich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschiitzt. Jede Verwertung des
Werkes auflerhalb des Urheberrechtsgesetzes bedarf der Zustimmung des Orient-Instituts
Istanbul. Dies gilt insbesondere fiir Vervielfiltigungen jeder Art, Ubersetzungen, Mikro-
verfilmung sowie fir die Einspeicherung in elektronische Systeme. Gedruckt mit Unter-
stiitzung des Orient-Instituts Istanbul, gegriindet von der Deutschen Morgenlindischen
Gesellschaft, aus Mitteln des Bundesministeriums fiir Bildung und Forschung.

Ergon-Verlag GmbH
Keesburgstr. 11, D-97074 Wiirzburg

https://dol.org/10.5771/6783856507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:12:20. https://www.inllbra.com/de/agb - Open Access - [ Im—


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Table of Contents

Lt O AU IOttt et e ete e e e e e ae e e e e eeeeeesenaeseneeeanseesaseesaneesaneesane 7

I. Approaching the field of travel writing — The broad picture

Irvin Cemil Schick

Self and Other, Here and There.

Travel writing and the construction of identity and place .......cccoeueucuecnenrennenee 13
Béki Asiltiirk

The image of Europe and Europeans in Ottoman-Turkish travel writing ........... 29
Caspar Hillebrand

Ottoman travel accounts to Europe.

An overview of their historical development

and a commented researchers’ list.......c.ovueveeirininirieeininirrec e 53

I1. Writing on Self and Other — A closer look

Nazli Ipek Hiiner

Travelling within the Empire.

Perceptions of the East in the historical narratives

on Cairo by Mustafa Ali and Evliya Celebi .........cccovvereverrerreereerereeeeeeieeieeseenenn 77

Bekim Agai

Religion as a determining factor of the Self and the Other

in travel literature.

How Islamic is the Muslim worldview?

Evliya Celebi and his successors reconsidered ..........ccooeevrveivenreenrenseereenrerennnns 101

Jasmin Khosravie
Iranian women on the road.

The case of Sadiqe Doulatabadi in Europe, 1923-27.....c.ccccevuvvnnnnncncncccnce 131

II1. Drawing lines — Borders and crossings in genre

Leyla von Mende

Tabsil rebberi as a source for both the traveller and the historian ........c..coeue... 159
Mehdi Sajid

Rashid Rida in Europe.

A monomythic reading of his travel narrative.........cccccoeoeeueiennnnnnnnenencnen. 179
Olcay Akyildiz

Imaginary travel(s) as a discursive strategy.
The case of Ahmet Mithat and Ottoman constructions of Europe................... 203

https://dol.org/10.5771/6783856507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:12:20. https://www.inllbra.com/de/agb - Open Access - [ Im—


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

6 TABLE OF CONTENTS

Appendix
Caspar Hillebrand

A researchers’ list of Ottoman travel accounts to Europe.
Bibliographical Part .......coeeeeeuieirieiireee e

ADOUL the AUEIOTS ...ttt ettt ee e st e saeesns

https://dol.org/10.5771/6783856507076-1 - am 22.01.2026, 04:12:20. https://www.inllbra.com/de/agb - Open Access - [ Im—


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783956507076-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Introduction

This volume is the result of a workshop entitled “Travel writing between fact and
fiction - genre, functions and boundaries” organized at Bogazi¢i University Is-
tanbul in December 2010 within the frame of the research project “Europe from
the outside - formations of Middle Eastern views on Europe from inside Europe”,
based at the University of Bonn.! Our aim was to provide a space within which
scholars with expertise in a variety of languages and from disciplines ranging from
Literary Studies to Near and Middle Eastern Studies and History could explore
the complexity of travel writing as a historical, literary and cultural source for the
17t to 20t centuries. The workshop raised the questions of how to approach
these narratives from different angles and in what ways they contribute to our
understanding of their contexts. Although there was a strong focus on Ottoman-
Turkish travelogues to Europe and to other places, we intentionally invited studies
on travellers from Iran and the Arabic world in order to broaden the picture.

This book is a contribution to the academic conversation about travel writing
in general and Middle Eastern travelogues particularly in two significant ways:
First, it aims at crossing the paths of expertise on Middle Eastern travellers and
the field of Travel Studies in order to create a basis for comparative research on
Middle Eastern travelogues that reaches beyond the boundaries which Ottoman,
Arabic and Iranian Studies have established both among each other and between
themselves and studies on Western travel writing. Second, the papers provide a
broad analytical framework thus representing various approaches to travel writing
across disciplines, geographies and time. They make use of the theory and meth-
ods of Travel Studies, Gender Studies, Postcolonial Studies, Psychology and
Transcultural History.

The book’s title, “Venturing beyond borders - reflections on genre, function and
boundaries in Middle Eastern travel writing”, reflects these lines of thought. It
challenges the reading of borders, frontiers and boundaries constructed by geog-
raphy, politics, language, and gender, and examines their relevance for travelling
and travel writing. This in turn also brings up questions of the contested

1 Funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), this project
focuses on travel accounts by Ottoman, Arab and Persian travellers in order to examine
the changing and the enduring elements of Middle Eastern perceptions of Europe from
the 19" century until the end of World War II. One focus of the project is to examine
functions of mediated images of Europe and their significance for the conception of the
Self. By locating this process within Europe, the project thus questions the socio-cultural
boundaries of both the Middle East and Europe. For further information see the research
group’s website: www.europava.uni-bonn.de.
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boundaries of genre and function: Where does travel writing end and memories,
geographies, and biographies start? All papers tackle aspects related to these in-
tertwined questions in specific ways. To broaden the scope we also included re-
search on fictitious travel reports in order to complement the reflection on fac-
tual/literary fiction, intertextuality, and narrativity in Middle Eastern travel writ-
ing. Finally, the main question this volume raises is: What can we learn from
these factual and fictitious travel narratives and how do they contribute to our
understanding both of the travellers and the societies they came from and trav-
elled to?

The contributions in this volume have been divided into three parts according
to their content and approach:

The first part, entitled “Approaching the field of travel writing — the broad pic-
ture”, provides a wide focus and offers an overview and introduction into the
theory of travel and travel writing (Irvin Cemil Schick), the historical develop-
ment of Ottoman travel writing on Europe with regard to content (Baki Asiltiirk)
and with regard to numbers and genre, while also providing a list of the sources
(Caspar Hillebrand). For reasons of readability, we have moved the extensive bib-
liographical part of Caspar Hillebrand’s contribution to the end of the book.

The second part, “Writing on Self and Other - a closer look”, focuses on theo-
retical and narrative issues as well, but concentrates on the representation of the
Other and the Self and works with exemplary texts to give a more distinct, detail-
oriented picture. Topics included in this section are Ottoman perceptions of
“Oriental” Others, which are crucial in order to understand whether or not a par-
ticular perception of Europe was unique (Nazli Ipek Hiiner), the role of religion
in the construction of the travellers’ identity and alterity (Bekim Agai), and gen-
der as a significant factor both in travelling and travel writing and in the encoun-
ter with Europe as in the case of a female Iranian traveller (Jasmin Khosravie).

Finally, the third and last part, “Drawing lines — borders and crossings in
genre”, addresses the variability of the genre, asking about its limits and explor-
ing connections between fact and fiction. It examines the relationships between
different genres (travelogue, guide, political treatise) and the variety of sources
that actually form a travel narrative (Leyla von Mende), the functions and tech-
niques of composition, i.e. the construction of a coherent narration, its plot and
fragments (Mehdi Sajid), and the interplay of the world of thoughts and dreams
with reality and the connections between fact and fiction, novel and travelogue,
that are significant in the textual formation (Olcay Akyildiz).

We see our workshop and its proceedings as a starting point to approach the
complex variety of questions with regard to Ottoman-Turkish, Arabic and Persian
travelogues in a comparative way — among each other and within the field of
Travel Studies in general. We hope to inspire further research along this path, be-
yond the borders that exist within the academic community and along the lines
of different languages.
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