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“advertising with a diversion via psychology.”100 Edward had
been born in Vienna in 1891 as the son of Sigmund Freud’s
sister Anna and her husband Ely Bernays, the brother of Mar-
tha Bernays, Freud’s wife. The family emigrated a year later
to the USA, where Bernays studied agriculture according to
his father’s wishes but then jobbed as a journalist. During
World War I, he worked for the Committee on Public Infor-
mation, set up by President Woodrow Wilson as an American
propaganda bureau.101

In 1919, Bernays opened his first agency in New York as
a “public relations counsel”—a term occasionally used by the
well-known publicist Ivy Lee.192 Unlike his predecessors, the
young PR man did not try to promote his clients’ opinions and
products by direct means, however, but aimed to establish cir-
cumstances that carved a trail for them. “Modern propaganda,”
Bernays wrote in his programmatic book from 1928, “is a con-
sistent, enduring effort to create or shape events to influence
the relations of the public to an enterprise, idea or group.”103

Schonbrunn Palace Gardens @

Schénbrunner Schlossstrasse, XIII Hietzing
May 14,1933, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

The Austrian Homeland Protection (Heimatschutz) holds a
“Turks Deliverance Celebration” (Tiirkenbefreiungsfeier) in the
gardens of Schonbrunn Palace on May 14, 1933. Members of
the paramilitary Home Guards (Heimwehren) arrive on char-
tered trains from all over the country, setting out in the early
morning from the stations to the former imperial residence
and grouping in the Baroque gardens by 9 a.m. Depending on
the political standpoint of the source, the participant numbers

Rundt: “Humbug, Bluff und Ballyhoo,” p. 25 [our trans.].

See Larry Tye: The Father of Spin. Edward L. Bernays and the Birth of
Public Relations, New York: Crown 1998, pp. 18-19 and 115-120.

See Tye: The Father of Spin, p. 260.

Edward L. Bernays: Propaganda, New York: Horace Liveright 1928, p. 25.
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vary between 20,000 and 40,000.1°4 Once the members of the
federal government arrive, a Catholic Mass is read in the open
air. The speeches commemorating the liberation from the sec-
ond Ottoman siege of Vienna in 1683 begin at 10:20 a.m. and
are broadcast live on Radio Wien until 11:05 a.m.205 Following
an aerial parade of Home Guard planes, the troops march via
the Schlossallee, Mariahilfer Strasse, Babenbergerstrasse,
and Ringstrasse to Schwarzenbergplatz, where the first men
arrive at around 1 p.m.

The idea for the rally originated from the federal leader of
the Austrian Homeland Protection, Ernst Riidiger Starhemberg,
who suggested holding a military review for propaganda pur-
poses to Federal Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss and secured
financial support from Benito Mussolini, Italy’s Fascist prime
minister.106 After Adolf Hitler had taken over as German chan-
cellor at the end of January 1933, the Austrian government
used the resignation of the presidents of the National Council
in early March to adopt an authoritarian course of its own. The
cabinet prevented parliament from working and governed
by emergency decree. Although the 250t anniversary of
Vienna’s relief from the second Ottoman siege was not until
September 12, the aim was to give a public signal of Austria
as a sovereign German nation earlier in the year:

The Turks Deliverance Celebration of the Austrian Homeland

Protection has the purpose of reminding the comrades, but also

other broad sections of the population, of the world-historical

fact that Christianity, German customs and culture, and thus

also the then German Reich were rescued from Eastern barba-
rism 250 years ago on Austrian soil.107

See, for example, “Der Spiessrutenlauf von Starhembergs
Vélkerbund,” in: Deutschésterreichische Tages-Zeitung (Vienna),

May 15, 1933, p. 1, vs. “Der Zug der Vierzigtausend durch

Wien,” in: Reichspost (Vienna), May 15, 1933, p. 1.

See “Radio-Wochenprogramm vom 13. bis 21. Mai,” in:

Neue Freie Presse (Vienna), May 13, 1933 (evening edition), p. 4.

See Ernst Rudiger Starhemberg: Between Hitler and Mussolini,

New York/London: Harper & Brothers 1942, pp. 95-117.

Ernst Ridiger Starhemberg: “Schlusswort,” in: Arthur Karg-Bebenburg:
Weisungen fiir die Tiirkenbefreiungs-Gedenkfeier am 14. Mai 1933 -
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For this purpose, the federal government not only gave per-
mission to use the former Habsburg summer residence as the
event venue, the Schonbrunn Palace gardens built mainly in
the eighteenth century, but granted exceptions to the current
ban on parades on May 12, 1933. For “particular patriot-
ic events promoting the state,” the official communication
stated, Security Minister Emil Fey, who was also the leader
of the Vienna Home Guard, could permit political rallies in
consultation with the chancellor.108
All three politicians—Fey, Starhemberg, and Dollfuss—
appear as speakers at the “Turks Deliverance Celebration.”
In his address, Fey recalls the genealogical line leading from
the events of 1683 to Austria’s current situation.19? He refers
to Count Ernst Riidiger von Starhemberg, the city comman-
dant who had defended Vienna against the Ottoman troops
and whose descendant of the same name now hoped to play
a significant role in the construction of the authoritarian
“corporative state” (Stindestaat). Starhemberg then addresses
an appeal to Engelbert Dollfuss to put an end to the country’s
“dishonorable existence” and to protect the people from “party
politics” and “class warfare”: “Be that savior and be confident
that everything supports you and everything is with you when
you set about saving Austria.”110
The federal chancellor, wearing the uniform of the Tyro-
lean Imperial Infantry (Tiroler Kaiserschiitzen), maintains that
the government had achieved more in two months than the
“parliamentary machinery” in the previous two years. He was
not fighting people, he claims, but “false ideas,” for after the
end of the World War “the enemy has infiltrated the nation.
Foreign spirit and foreign ideas,” Dollfuss says, “have infected
our people, and wreaked evil havoc.” The aim, he states, is to
“eradicate the red flood [...] in its innermost ideas” and also

in Wien, Vienna: Osterreichischer Heimatschutzverband
1933, pp. 14-15, here p. 14 [our trans.].

Cit. after “Ausnahmen vom Aufmarschverbot statthaft,”

in: Reichspost (Vienna), May 14, 1933, p. 1 [our trans.].

See “Die Tlrkenbefreiungsfeier in Schonbrunn,” in:
Reichspost (Vienna), May 15, 1933, pp. 1-2, here p. 2.

Cit. after “*Wir Heimatschitzer decken den Bundeskanzler!,’”
in: Reichspost (Vienna), May 15, 1933, p. 2 [our trans.].
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to stand proudly against the
National Socialist agitation:
“We intend to renew the spir-
it in our homeland under
the symbol under which
the Christian Occident was
liberated from the Asians
250 years ago, under the
symbol of the simple Chris-
tian cross.”111
The bourgeois newspa-
pers also emphasized the
idea that it was European
culture that was defended in
the summer of 1683. For the
Neue Freie Presse, the Otto-
man siege was a “world de-
cision between Western and
Eastern mankind,” which
had chosen Vienna as its
arena.l12 In the magazine
Das interessante Blatt, the
then director of the Austri-
an State Archives, Heinrich
Kretschmayr, described
how the city had proven it-
self as a “barbican of Chris-
tendom.” With the battle of

I1.10

Fig. 28: Poster announcing the
“Turks Deliverance Celebration”
held by the Austrian Homeland
Protection in the gardens of
Schdnbrunn Palace in Vienna on
May 14, 1933. In the foreground
a prototypical Home Guard man is
depicted, in the background Count
Ernst Riidiger von Starhemberg in
front of Vienna’s St. Stephen’s Ca-
thedral. Source: Austrian National
Library, PLA16304635.

liberation of September 12, 1683, the Habsburg Monarchy
had become a “performer of an achievement restricted by
neither state nor nation, a pan-European achievement.”113
At the “Turks Deliverance Celebration” of May 14, 1933, in
contrast, the historical idea that the Occident was saved in

Cit. after “Die Rede des Bundeskanzlers,” in: Reichspost

(Vienna), May 15, 1933, pp. 2-3, here p. 2 [our trans.].

“Die Befreiung Wiens und die Gegenwart,” in: Neue Freie Presse (Vienna),
May 14, 1933 (morning edition), pp. 1-2, here p. 1 [our trans.].

Heinrich Kretschmayr: “Die historische Bedeutung

der Befreiung Wiens,” in: Das interessante Blatt (Vienna),

52/22 (June 1, 1933), pp. 4-5, here p. 5 [our trans.].
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Fig. 29: Screenshot of the Topography module of the website
campusmedius.net (desktop version 2.0/2021) showing the
opened information of the event “Schonbrunn Palace Gardens”
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and the timeline filtered from sixteen to twenty-four
hours (text: Simon Ganahl, code: Andreas Krimbacher,
design: Susanne Kiesenhofer).
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Vienna served as motivation to maintain Austria as a sover-
eign nation. According to the Neues Wiener Taghlatt, in the
gardens of Schonbrunn Palace “men true to the homeland”
made an “avowal to the German-Austrian stock’s continuing
will to live and to the resolution to continue the German mis-
sion in the southeast of the national settlement territory as
an independent state, governing itself according to its own
inherent laws.”114

Whether Austria ought to continue to exist as an inde-
pendent state had been a controversial subject since the end
of World War I. The position that the small remainder of the
former Habsburg Monarchy ought to join the German Reich
was taken not only by the right wing, but also by the Social
Democrats, who changed their opinion after the National So-
cialist “seizure of power.” “Joining a free and peaceful Germany
of the future remains our goal,” their central party newspa-
per prints on Saturday, May 13, 1933, “we fight all efforts for
Austria joining the Fascist and nationalist Germany of today,
as a threat to the freedom of the Austrian people and to peace
in Europe.”115

While the National Socialists in the Engelmann Arena are
calling for the two countries to merge, the Social Democratic
Workers’ Party encourages its supporters to attend the repub-
lican “freedom celebrations” taking place on Sunday morning
in Vienna’s municipal housing projects (Gemeindebauten)—the
Karl Marx Hof, for instance. The Home Guard leaders, in con-
trast, turn their attention less to the future than to history, to
a time “which we call the heroic age of Austria. A nation that
does not honor its past has no future,” wrote Ernst Riidiger
Starhemberg in the closing remarks to the Instructions for the
Turks Deliverance Memorial Ceremony in Vienna on May 14, 1933.116

“Der Heimwehraufmarsch in Wien,” in: Neues Wiener Tagblatt
(Vienna), May 15, 1933, pp. 1-2, here p. 2 [our trans.].
“Weder Hitler noch Habsburg!,” in: Arbeiter-Zeitung (Vienna),
May 13, 1933, pp. 1-2, here p. 1 [our trans.].

Starhemberg: “Schlusswort,” p. 14 [our trans.].
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