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Green, Rebecda (Ed.). (1998). Keynote Panel: 
ISKO's Fifth International Conference: 
Lille, France. 
Knowledge Organization, 25(4), 143-161. 

ABSTRACT: ISKO's Fifth International Conference was 
held August 25-29, 1998 in Lille, France. The conference 
opcned with a panel (la Mcllwaine, A. Neelameghan, 
Michele Hudon, Christian Fluhr, Joan Mitchell, and Carol 
Bean; moderator, Rebecca Green) who addressed the gen­
eral theme of the conference, Strllctures and Relations in 
Knowledge Organiz,uion. Each panelist was given a brief 
period in which to reflect on issues in one or more of three 
areas falling within the conference theme: 
(1) The role of hierarchical relationships in knowledge or­

ganization; 
(2) Relationships in multilingual, multicultural, and multi­

disciplinary contexts; and 
(3) Relationships in online retrieval. 

Hj0r1and, Birger (1998). The Classification of 
Psychology: A Case Study in the Classification 
of a Knowledge Field. 
Knowledge Organization, 25(4), 162-201. 115 refs. 

ABSTRACT: Different approaches to the classification of a 
knowledge field include empiristic, rationalistic, historicist, 
and pragmatic methods. This paper demonstrates how these 
different methods have been applied to the classification of 
psychology. An etymological approach is insufficient to de­
fine the subject matter of psychology, because other terms 
can be used to describe the same domain. To define the sub­
ject matter of psychology from the point of view of its for­
mal establishment as a science and academic discipline (in 
Leipzig, 1879) is also insufficient because this was done in 
specific historical circumstances, which narrowed the sub­
ject matter to physiological-related issues. In defining the 
subject area of a scientific field it is necessary to consider 
how different ontological and epistemological views have 
made their influences. A subject area and the approaches 
with which this subject area has been studied cannot be 
separated from each other without tracing their mutual his­
torical interactions. A classification of a subject field is the­
ory-laden and thus cannot be neutral or ahistorical. If classi­
fication research can claim to have a method that is more 
general than the study of the concrete developments in the 
single knowledge fields the key is to be found in the general 
epistemological theories. It is shown how basic epistemo­
logical assumptions have formed the different approaches to 
psychology during the 20th century. The progress in under­
standing of basic philosophical questions is decisive both for 
the development of a knowledge field and as the point of 
departure of classification. The theoretical principles devel­
oped in this paper are applied in a brief analysis of some 
concrete classificuion systems, including the one used by 
PsycINFO / Psychological Abstracts. The role of classifica­
tion in modern information retrieval is also briefly dis­
cussed. 
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The more scientific data are generated in the impetllous pre­
sent times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended to 
comrol these data in a retrievable fashion. \'\1ith the abW1dance 
of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions to 
the ordering problem and thus of improved chssification sys­
tems, methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen signifi­
cance, For many years now they have been in the focus of inter­
est of information scientists the world over. 

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classification 
was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the numer­
ous technical journals serving the experts of the various fields 
such as 

philosophy and science of science 
science policy ,md science organization 
mathematics, statistics and computer science 
library and information science 
archivistics ,llld museology 
journalism and communication science 
industrial products ,llld cOItunodity science 
terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

Beginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZA TION 
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICAI10N) has been 
serving as a common platform for the discussion of both theo­
retical background questions and practical application problems 
in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from many 
cOWltries comment on questions of an adequate structuring and 
construction of ordering systems and on the problems of their 
use in opening the information contents of new literature, of 
data collections and survey, of tabular works and of other ob­
jects of scientific interest. Their contributions have been con­
cerned with 

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering 
theory/science theoretical bases of classification, data 
analysis and reduction) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with indexing/ 
classification, as well as applications of classificuion sys­
tems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and meth­
odology 

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classifica­
tion 

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminology 
in general and with respect to special fields. 

Aims 

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is meant to be 
a programme for the improvement of classification methods 
and processes, a fomm for discussion for all those interested in 
the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field 
scale, using concept-analytical and/or concept-synthetical ap­
proaches as well as numerical procedures and comprising also 
the intellectual and automatic compilation and use of classific.l­
rion systems and thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special 
attention being given to the problems of terminology. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original ar­
ticles, reports on conferences and similar conullunications, the 
Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge Or­
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Research of the International Federation for Information ,Uld 
Documentation (FID/CR News) as well as book reviews, let­
ters to the editor, and an extensive annotated bibliography of 
recent classification and indexing literature, covering some 500 
items in each issue. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZA TION should theref",e be 
available at every university and research library of every coun­
try, at every information center, at colleges ,Uld schools of li­
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody inter­
ested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office 
for updating information on any topic related to the problems 
of order in our information-flooded times. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZA TION was founded in 1973 
by an international group of scholars with ,1 consulting board of 
editors representing the world's regions, the special classification 
fields, and the subject areas involved. From 1974-1980 it was 
published by K.G. Sam Verlag, Miinchen. Back issues of 1978-
1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag, too. (The 14 volumes 
of 1978· 1992 are offered now at the highly reduced price of DM 
200,-) 

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZA TION has be· 
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY 
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