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Olson, H.A. (1999). Exclusivity, Teleology and Hierar­
chy: OUf Aristotelean Legacy. 
Knowledge Organization, 26(2). 65-73. 16 refs. 

ABSTRACT: This paper examines Parmenides's Fragments, 
Plato's The Sophist, and Aristotle's Prior Analytics, Parts of 
Animals and Generation of Animals to identify three under­
lying presumptions of classical logic using the method of 
Foucauldian discourse analysis. These three presumptions 
are the notion of mutually exclusive categories, teleology in 
the sense of linear progression toward a goal, and hierarchy 
both through logical division and through the dominance of 
some classes over others. These three presumptions are 
linked to classificatory thought in the western tradition. 
The purpose of making these connections is to investigate 
the cultural specificity to western culture of widespread 
classificatory practice. It is a step in a larger study to exam­
ine classification as a cultural construction that may be sys­
temically incompatible with other cultures and with margi­
nalized elements of western culture. 

Neelameghan, A. (1999).: Lateral Relations and Links in 
Multicultural, Multimedia Databases in the Spiritual 
and Religious Domains: Some obervatiol1s. 
Knowledge Organization, 26(2}, 74-79. 2 refs. 

ABSTRACT: This paper describes a proposal for a new ap­
proach to thesaurus design and construction that could have 
significant implications for change in the way multilingual 
thesauri are handled and integrated with each other. The 
formula presented here has its origin in the work of the 
German Thesaurus Committee and has had input from a 
number of scientists and practitioners in the field. The em­
phasis is on the various types of relationships found among 
concepts, notions and universals in languages. These rela­
tionships are analysed and refined beyond the approach 
taken in existing thesauri, This proposal is very much at the 
discussion stage and the author invites the assistance of in­
terested readers through criticisms, discussion and dialogue. 
Applications of the proposed thesaurus are included and the 
major goal of this proposal is to provide the basis for im­
proved design and integration of multilingual thesauri. 

Tinker, Al, Pollitt, A.S., O'Brien, A., Braekevelt, P.A. 
(1999). The Dewey Decimal Classification and the Tran­
sition from Physical to Electronic Knowledge Organisa� 
tion. Knowledge Organization, 26(2}. 80-96. 31 refs. 

ABSTRACT: The physical organisation of items on library 
shelves using any classification scheme is inevitably a com­
promise. The best efforts to achieve an <l.rrangement that is 
helpful to users w.ill be thwarted by the multifaceted nature 
of these items and the specific needs of the user and the li­
brary. Items on a particular subject will be scattered 
throughout the library building(s) across disciplines, by 
physical form, by frequency of use and whether and for 
how long they may be borrowed. Even though the rich in­
formation content of multifaceted items may be represented 
in the notation, the items required by a user will be scat­
tered across library shelves when the item is placed in a sin­
gle relative location. This paper explores these issues using 
examples from a University Library classified using the 
Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme (DDC). The elec­
tronic context of the library OPAC can transcend the con­
straints imposed by the predominantly physical nature of 
library collections, yet the current use of classification 
schemes in on-line systems retains many of these limita­
tions. Examples of such systems applying DDC on the 
World Wide Web are discussed and compared with a system 
that seeks to use DDC in what is called view-based search­
ing. The interface and the resulting browsing and searching 
capability of a View-Based Online Public Access Catalogue 
(OPAC) are described. Ways in which subject access to li­
brary collections can be improved and disciplinary scatter 
resolved by assigning multiple class numbers to items and 
exploiting the rich Dewey structure in a faceted form are 
discussed. It is suggested that the informative power of vis­
ual classificatory structures at the search interface will be 
beneficial to the broader learning experience of the user. 
The paper concludes that the application of classification 
schemes in electronic interfaces should not be bound by the 
physical constraints that no longer apply in an electronic 
context but be exploited to provide a complete, flexible and 
individual interface as determined by the needs of each user. 
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Scope 

The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous pre­
sent times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended to 
control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abundance 
of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions to 
the ordering problem and thus of improved classification sys­
tems, methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen signifi­
cance. For many years now they have been in the focus of inter­
est of information scientists the world over. 

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classification 
was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the numer­
ous technical journals serving the experts of the various fields 
such as 

philosophy and science of science 
science policy and science organization 
mathematics, statistics and computer science 
library and information science 
archivistics and museology 
journalism and communication science 
industrial produces and commodity science 
terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

Beginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION 
(formerly lNTERNA TIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has been 
serving as a common platform for the discussion of both theo­
retical background questions and practical application problems 
in many areas of concern, In each issue expens from many 
countr.ies comment on questions of an adequate structuring and 
construction of ordering systems and on the problems of their 
use in opening the information contents of new literature, of 
data collections and survey, of tabular works and of other ob­
jects of scientific interest, Their contributions have been con­
cerned with 

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering 
theory I science theoretical bases of classification, data 
analysis and reduction) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with indexing/ 
classification, as well as applications of classification sys­
tems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and meth­
odology 

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classifica­
tion 

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminology 
in general and with respect to special fields. 

Aims 

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is meant to be 
a programme for the improvement of classification methods 
and processes, a fonun for discussion for all those interested in 
the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field 
scale, using concept-analytical and/or concept-synthetical ap­
proaches as well as numerical procedmes and compr.ising also 
the intellectual and automatic compilation and use of classifica­
tion systems and thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special 
attention being given to the problems of terminology, 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original ar­
ticles, repons on conferences and similar conununications, the 
Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge Or­
ganization (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classification 
Research of the International Federation for Information and 
Documentation (FIDICR News) as well as book reviews, let­
ters to the editor, and an extensive annotated bibliography of 
recent classification and indexing literature, covering some 500 
items in each issue, 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be 
available at every university and research library of every coun­
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li­
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody inter­
ested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office 
for updating information on any topic related to the problems 
of order in our information-flooded times, 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1973 
by an international group of scholars with a consulting board of 
editors representing the world's regions, the special classification 
fields, and the subject areas involved. From 1974-1980 it was 
published by K.G. Saur Verlag, Miinchen. Back issues of 1978-
1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag, too. (The 14 volumes 
of 1978-1992 are offered now at the highly reduced price ofDM 
200,-) 

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be­
come the official organ of the INTEKNATIONAL SOCIETY 
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