
Notes on Contributors

Eugene M. Avrutin is Associate Professor of History and Tobor Family Scholar 
in the Program of Jewish Culture and Society at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He is the author of Jews and the Imperial State: Identification 
Politics in Tsarist Russia (2010) and many articles on on documentation practices, 
the concept of race, religious toleration, and neighborly coexistence. Avrutin is 
currently completing The Velizh Affair: Ritual Murder in a Russian Border Town. 
eavrutin@illinois.edu

Maria Cieśla holds a Ph.D. in history from the Institute of History at the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, where she is presently a faculty member, working in the 
Early Modern Research Group. Since 2015 she is also a Research Fellow at the 
German Historical Institute in Warsaw participating in the research field 
Regionalism and Region-Building. Her work focuses on the social history of 
Polish-Lithuanian Jewry in the early modern period. She has published numer-
ous articles in this field; her book Jews in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 1632–1764
(Pol.) is forthcoming. mariaciesla@gmail.com

Liliana Hentosh works as a senior research associate in the Institute for 
Historical research at the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, Ukraine. 
The main area of her research is the history of the Catholic Church in the late 
19th and first half of the 20th century. She has written several articles on the 
entanglement of Church and nationalism as well as on national and religious 
relations in East Central Europe. In 2006 she published the monograph The 
Vatican Challenged by Modernity: Ukrainian-Polish Conflict in Galician and Eastern 
Politics of Pope Benedict XV (1914–1923). Her most recent book, the biography 
Metropolitan Sheptytsky 1923–1939. Testing Ideals (Ukr.), was published in 2015. 
hentosh7@gmail.com

Jürgen Heyde is Associate Professor of Eastern European history at Halle 
University and Research Fellow at the Center for the History and Culture of 
East Central Europe (GWZO) in Leipzig. His work focuses on the impact of 
non-dominant groups in early modern and modern societies. His publications 
include: Transkulturelle Kommunikation und Verflechtung. Die jüdischen Wirt-
schaseliten in Polen vom 14. bis zum 16. Jahrhundert (2014); Geschichte Polens 
(32011); Bauer, Gutshof und Königsmacht. Die estnischen Bauern in Livland unter 
polnischer und schwedischer Herrscha 1561–1650 (2000). juergen.heyde@uni-
leipzig.de
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Anna Juraschek holds a doctorate in Legal and Cultural Studies of Eastern 
Europe. Her research focuses on Jewish literature and thought in Central and 
Eastern Europe. In her Ph.D thesis The Salvation of the Picture Through the Word. 
The Idea of Picture in the Prose and Artistic Work of Bruno Schulz (Regensburg, 
2016) she examined the idea of the picture in Bruno Schulz’s works relating it to 
Walter Benjamin’s philosophy. Since 2015 she is the Regional Coordinator for 
Poland and the Czech Republic at the Institute for External Relations (ifa) in 
Stuttgart. juraschek@ifa.de

Yvonne Kleinmann is Professor of East European History and Director of the 
Aleksander Brückner Center for Polish Studies at Halle University. In the context 
of the interdisciplinary research group Pathways of Law in Ethno-Religiously Mixed 
Societies she delves into the functioning of a Catholic-Jewish-Protestant town in 
early modern Poland. Her broader fields of research are interethnic relations and 
legal history in early modern Poland-Lithuania and the late Russian Empire as 
well as Jewish history in Eastern Europe. In 2006 she published New Places – New 
People. Jewish Forms of Life in St. Petersburg and Moscow in the 19th century (Germ.). 
yvonne.kleinmann@geschichte.uni-halle.de

Hanna Kozińska-Witt is Associate Research Fellow at the Aleksander Brückner 
Center for Polish Studies at Halle University. She specializes on Eastern Europe 
in the modern era, namely on the history of Polish Jews as well as on urban 
history of the 19th and 20th centuries. Her publications include the monographs 
Die Krakauer Jüdische Reformgemeinde 1864–1874 (Frankfurt a. M. 1999) and 
Krakau in Warschaus langem Schatten. Konkurrenzkämpfe in der polnischen Städte-
landscha 1900–1939 (Stuttgart 2008). Her current project is entitled Jews in 
Krakow’s municipal self-government in the Galician period, for which she was 
awarded a Polonez 2 Fellowship from the Polish National Science Centre (NCN). 
kozinska@web.de

Oksana Leskiv holds a master’s degree in History from the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, Lviv. In her thesis she focused on the rural history of Galicia in the 
mid-19th century. In addition, she is certified as an Operations Manager and 
Business Consultant and currently works for a marketing and communications 
agency and manages the IT group of a Swedish company in Lviv. oksana@pix-
elant.se

Vladimir Levin is the Deputy Director of the Center for Jewish Art at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and a post-doctoral fellow of the Inter Uni-
versity Academic Partnership in Russian and East European Studies (IUAP), 
assigned to Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. His Ph.D. thesis is entitled From 
Revolution to War: Jewish Politics in Russia, 1907–1914 (Hebr., Jerusalem). His 
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broader research interests comprise East European Jewish history in the 19th and 
20th centuries as well as the history and architecture of synagogues in that region. 
vlalevin@gmail.com

Jana Osterkamp is a historian and legal scholar. She holds a Ph.D. in History, 
with a dissertation titled Verfassungsgerichtsbarkeit in der Tschechoslowakei (1920 
–1939). Verfassungsidee – Demokratieverständnis – Nationalitätenproblem (Frank-
furt a. M. 2009). Her current work focuses on concepts of federalism in the 
Habsburg monarchy stressing the topics of nation, religion, economy, law, and 
region. Since 2012 she is head of a research group on the history of federalism. 
Her lectureships at Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich include the history 
of Central Europe and the history of religion. jana.osterkamp@collegium-
carolinum.de

Angela Rustemeyer is University Lecturer of Eastern European History at 
Vienna University. In her dissertation she focused on the lives of domestic 
servants in St. Petersburg and Moscow, 1861–1917 (1994), in her Habilitation 
thesis she examined lese-majesty in early modern Russia (2004). Her research 
interests cover crime and law in Russia and France, 1500–1930, economy and 
culture in early-modern Eastern Europe, and ethnography and historiography in 
Eastern Europe. Since 2009 she has coordinated projects for the development of 
adult literacy at the Deutscher Volkshochschul-Verband. rustemeyer2002@yahoo. 
com

Dror Segev holds a master’s degree in European and Scandinavian History. In 
2016, his Ph.D. thesis The Social Role of the Hebrew Press in the Russian Empire 
during the Reign of Tsar Alexander III, 1881–1894 (Tel Aviv University) won the 
prestigious Dan Davis Prize. Currently he is the Editorial Manager and Book 
Review Section Editor of the bilingual journal Gal-Ed: On the History and Culture 
of Polish Jewry. drorsege@post.tau.ac.il

Stephan Stach holds a master’s degree in East European History and Slavic 
Studies. In 2014 he completed his Ph.D. thesis on concepts for an integrative 
nationality policy in independent Poland, 1926–1939 (Halle University) within 
the framework of the interdisciplinary research group Pathways of Law in Ethno-
Religiously Mixed Societies. His research interests include nationality policy in 
interwar Poland, Polish-Jewish relations aer World War II as well as Central 
and East European dissident movements of the 1980’s. With his post-doc project 
Knowledge about the Shoah in Communist Poland: The Jewish Historical Institute in 
Warsaw 1947–1989 he was a Rothschild Europe Research Fellow at Halle 
University. Currently he is a Research Fellow of the Institute of Contemporary 
History at the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic. stach@usd.cas.cz
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Anat Vaturi holds a Ph.D. in History from Tel Aviv University. In her 
dissertation she re-examined religious toleration in early modern Poland and 
analysed the status of Jews and Protestants in post-Reformation Krakow. Her 
broader research interests are Polish-Jewish history, interreligious relations as 
well as early modern legal culture. Currently she is a post-doctoral researcher in 
the Department of Jewish History at the University of Haifa. anvaturi1@gmail. 
com

Tracie L. Wilson holds a Ph.D. from the Department of Folklore and Ethno-
musicology at Indiana University-Bloomington. In the interdisciplinary research 
group Pathways of Law in Ethno-Religiously Mixed Societies at Leipzig University, 
she conducted research on the project Legal Landscapes on the Edge of Empire: 
Narrating the Sex Trade in Galicia. Her research interests include social move-
ments and activism, gender, legal institutions, and migration in East Central 
Europe, and most recently assisted reproductive technologies and policymaking 
in Poland. Currently she is Associate Research Fellow at the Aleksander 
Brückner Center for Polish Studies. twilson351@gmail.com
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