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ABSTRACT: The origin of the abridged edition of the Dewey system goes back to 1894 when an outline of 192 pages based on 
the full 5th Edition (1894) was issued for small public and school libraries of North America. New editions have appeared regu-
larly following closely the publication of new full editions. An abridged version, which is always in one volume, comprises an in-
troduction, schedules, four tables (namely 1, 2, 3 and 4) only, and the relative index and other minor features of the full edition, 
and has shorter numbers. Abridged 15 is a logical abridgement of the DDC23 (2011) and is a product of a new approach to deve-
lopment of an abridged edition of the DDC. Its content has been derived from the DDC database applying a set of rules to ex-
tract the edition using the new (2010) version of the editorial support system. The revision process has  been informed by inter-
action with an always widening and diversified Dewey community at home and abroad. It aims to improve the currency of the 
schedules continuing to serve as shelving tool while recognizing its ‘other’ uses as a spinoff of its simplicity and inexpensiveness. 
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The origin of the abridged edition of the Dewey sy-
stem goes back to 1894 when an outline of 192 pages 
based on the full 5th edition (1894) was issued for 
small public and school libraries of North America. 
The new editions of this abridged version were issued 
irregularly as and when any need arose. The 2nd 
abridged edition (1912) was based on the full 7th edi-
tion (1911), and the 3rd abridged edition (1921) was 
based on the 10th edition (1919). The 4th abridged 
edition was issued in 1929 after the full 12th edition 
(1927). Since then, revised abridged editions have ap-
peared regularly following closely (sometimes simul-
taneously with) the publication of the new full editi-
on (Comaromi 1976).  

In the beginning, an abridged edition was not a 
strict abridgement but a close adaptation of the then 
current edition. That created problems of compatibili-
ty between the abridged and its parent full edition and 
in availing of centralised cataloguing services by the 
users of abridged editions. The abridged 6th to 9th 
editions (1945/1953/1959/1965) were truly abridged 
from the 14th (1942), 15th (1952), 16th (1958), and 
17th (1965) unabridged editions, respectively. The 
abridged 10th edition (1971), again, was not a strict 
and literal abridgement of the full 18th edition (1971). 
It was argued by the editors that an adapted edition 
was better suited to the needs of small libraries. In just- 
ification of the policy, it was mentioned (1): 
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The present abridged edition in some places pre-
sents different classification policies and slightly 
different numbers from those in Edition 18 .... 
Recent abridged editions have been developed 
from the respective full editions upon which each 
was based on the premise that all libraries will 
grow in size indefinitely and that therefore, even 
the smallest library using the abridged Dewey 
should be able, as it grows, to expand and deepen 
its classification simply by lengthening the class 
number used .... The present edition abandons 
that position, and is addressed to thousands of 
general libraries that have no expectations of ever 
growing very big. It is not, therefore, in the strict- 
est sense an abridgement of the full 18th edition, 
but a close adaptation of it. 

 
Following protests and realisation of the genuine prob- 
lems caused to the users of centralised cataloguing ser-
vices, the old policy of the true abridgement of the 
corresponding full edition has been restored. Despite 
this, the abridged eleventh edition (1979) differed 
slightly from the parental 19th edition (1979), espe-
cially in the use of multiple zeros for adding standard 
subdivisions. The abridged 12th through 15th editions 
(1990/1997/2004/2012) are, indeed, true abridgements. 
Now the two versions are so compatible that, as small 
libraries grow, the abridged numbers can easily be ex-
panded to full numbers as in the unabridged version by 
simply adding digits to the right of the class number. 

Since the last four editions, the growth of the abridg- 
ed editions has remained quite restrained as is clear 
from  this table: 
 

Abridged 
edition 

Total 
pages 

Total pages of 
corresponding 

unabridged edition 
% 

1 (1894) 192 471 (DDC-5, 1894) 41 
2 (1912) 199 779 (DDC-7, 1911) 26 
3 (1921) 184 940 (DDC-10, 1919) 20 
4 (1929) 184 1,234 (DDC-12, 1927) 15 
5 (1936) 196 1,647 (DDC-13, 1932) 12 
6 (1945) 343 1,927 (DDC-14, 1942) 18 
7 (1953) 315 927 (DDC-15, 1952) 34 
8 (1959) 495 2,439 (DDC-16, 1958) 20 
9 (1965) 594 2,153 (DDC-17, 1965) 28 
10 (1971) 529 2,718 (DDC-18, 1971) 20 
11(1979) 618 3,385(DDC-19, 1979) 18 
12(1990) 857 3,388(DDC-20, 1989) 25 
13(1997) 1,020 4,126(DDC-21,1996) 25 
14(2004) 1,109 4,076(DDC-22,2003) 27 
15(2012) 1295 4266 DDC-23(2011) 30 

Table 1. Growth of the Abridged Editions 

An abridged version, which is always in one volume, 
comprises an introduction, schedules, four tables  
(namely 1, 2, 3 and 4) only, and the relative index and 
other minor features of the full  edition, such as list of 
changes and a ready reckoner to change over to the 
new one from the old edition. It has shorter numbers 
(normally up to two digits beyond the dot), which are 
easy to remember and can be easily written on the  
spine of the document for shelving. In brief, it is effi-
cient for a collection up to 20,000 books in a school or 
public library and makes a good tool for teaching 
DDC. It is also used in subject headings for children 
and provides suggested class numbers to the headings 
in the celebrated Sears List of Subject Headings. The lat-
ter being in alphabetical order can also serve as a sim-
plified index to the DDC schedules. Moreover, search 
engines using the DDC for organizing their content 
use abridged or even broader versions for the purpose. 
Beside this, being less expensive, it is accessible to 
those who are not able to acquire the expensive set 
whose price goes up to $550 in countries like India. 

These true abridgements, compatible with the un-
abridged, are prepared from the full DDC database 
under the guidance of subcommittees comprising the 
ALA Subject Analysis Committee and the DC Com-
mittee of the  Charted Institute of Library and Infor-
mation Professionals (CILIP). Now the support of the 
wider Dewey community such as the European DDC 
Users Group (EDUG) has been acknowledged as in 
the parent edition DDC23. Electronic versions of the 
abridged 13 and 14 editions have been available since 
1996. With the 15th edition, this facility has been has 
been taken off the Web mostly due to lack of subscrib- 
ers of the online abridged edition. Nevertheless, the 
full online edition that is WebDewey continues to indi-
cate the  point of truncation for the abridged numbers. 
It means the WebDewey subsumes the Abridged 
WebDewey. 

Abridged 15 which comes 118 years after its first 
abridged ancestor is a logical abridgement of the 
DDC23 (2011) and is a product of a new approach to 
development of abridged edition of the DDC. Its con-
tent has been derived from the DDC database applying 
a set of rules to extract the edition with minimal intel-
lectual efforts using the new (2010) version of the edi-
torial support system, ESS4.0. They used the current 
classes in the abridged 14th, amended to reflect chan-
ges in DDC23, as the starting point for this edition. 
Headings are the same as those found in the full edi-
tion with a few exceptions of scientific names. Average 
length is two digits beyond the dot though technology 
classes have larger numbers.  
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As with the full 23rd edition, the abridged 15th 
too prefers expansion and revision to  relocations 
where possible (Satija 2012). The abridged 15th in-
corporates long term and short term updates since 
the abridged 14th (2004) and the full DDC23 (2003). 
As in the parent DDC 23, there is a complete over-
haul of the representation of the groups of people, 
especially in the T1-08 and consequently in the  T1-
092 Biography with corresponding fine tuning in 
classes 305-306 Sociology, 155 Differential psychol-
ogy, 331 Labour economics, and 362 Social welfare. 
Some other changes are in 004-006 Computer science 
and, correspondingly, in 621.39 Computer engineer- 
ing, and also in 160 Logic and 513 and Symbolic logic. 
Updates have been initiated for 281.9 Orthodox 
Church and 297 Islam which may continue in the 
next edition. Alignments have been made at places 
requiring the use of tables 5 and 6, which are not part 
of the abridged edition. In all, there are five changes 
in T1 and eight additions in T2, and 65 select changes 
in the schedules listed on pages xxiii-xxvii of this edi-
tion. Besides, there are some structural changes to  
ease machine representation and manipulation of data 
as in a newly adopted open source MARC21, and 
format for Classification and Authority Data. Un-
wieldy headings in the three summaries have been ed-
ited to make them handy. For example, 500 Natural 
sciences and Mathematics in the schedules appears as 
500 Natural Sciences in the summary; so is the case 
with 600 Technology and 320 Political science. Also, 
as in the main edition, provision of dual headings at 
places has been dispensed with. For example, 532 Flu-
id mechanics Liquid mechanics is now 532 Fluid mech- 
anics with a note to class Liquid mechanics here. An-

other structural change involves the balancing of the 
span of numbers. For example, 420.1-428 has been 
split into 420.1-420.9 and 421-428. There are numer-
ous such examples to propitiate the computer. A 
complete ready reckoner of relocated, discontinued, 
and a single reused number, 380.1, has been given on 
pages 119-123. The entire system provides everything 
in abridged form and pattern of the DDC23 except 
Tables 5 & 6. The revision process has been informed 
by interaction with the always widening and diversi-
fied Dewey community at home and abroad to which 
it has been aptly dedicated. It aims to improve the 
currency of the schedules continuing to serve as 
shelving tool while recognizing its ‘other’ uses as a 
spinoff of its simplicity and inexpensiveness. 
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Scope 

The more scientific data is generated in the impetuous  
present times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended 
to control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abun-
dance of knowledge now available the questions of new solu-
tions to the ordering problem and thus of improved classifica-
tion systems, methods and procedures have acquired unfore-
seen significance. For many years now they have been the fo-
cus of interest of information scientists the world over. 

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the 
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various 
fields such as: 

 
 philosophy and science of science 
 science policy and science organization 
 mathematics, statistics and computer science 
 library and information science 
 archivistics and museology 
 journalism and communication science 
 industrial products and commodity science 
 terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

 
Beginning in 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION 

(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has 
been serving as a common platform for the discussion of both 
theoretical background questions and practical application 
problems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from 
many countries comment on questions of an adequate struc-
turing and construction of ordering systems and on the prob-
lems of their use in opening the information contents of new 
literature, of data collections and survey, of tabular works and 
of other objects of scientific interest. Their contributions have 
been concerned with 

 
(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering 

theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data 
analysis and reduction) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with index-
ing/classification, as well as applications of classification 
systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and 
methodology 

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classi-
fication 

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminol-
ogy in general and with respect to special fields. 

Aims 

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is a forum for 
all those interested in the organization of knowledge on a uni-
versal or a domain-specific scale, using concept-analytical or 
concept-synthetical approaches, as well as quantitative and 
qualitative methodologies. KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA-
TION also addresses the intellectual and automatic compila-
tion and use of classification systems and thesauri in all fields 
of knowledge, with special attention being given to the prob-
lems of terminology. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original 
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications, 
as well as book reviews, letters to the editor, and an extensive 
annotated bibliography of recent classification and indexing 
literature. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be 
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody in-
terested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every 
office for updating information on any topic related to the 
problems of order in our information-flooded times. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting 
board of editors representing the world’s regions, the special 
classification fields, and the subject areas involved. From 
1974-1980 it was published by K.G. Saur Verlag, München. 
Back issues of 1978-1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag, 
too.  

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCI-
ETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO) 
and is included for every ISKO-member, personal or institu-
tional in the membership fee (US $ 55/US $ 110). 
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€ 198,00 (forwarding costs included) for the print version 
resp. € 229,00 for the print version plus access to the online 
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