
Gesa Lindemann

Approaches to the World
The Multiple Dimensions of the Social

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


The Multiple Dimensions of the Social

Approaches to the World

Gesa Lindemann

BUT_Lindemann_7808-9_OA.indd   3BUT_Lindemann_7808-9_OA.indd   3 08.12.20   12:4208.12.20   12:42

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the 
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data 
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

ISBN	 978-3-8487-7808-9 (Print)
	 978-3-7489-2212-4 (ePDF)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.
ISBN	 978-3-8487-7808-9 (Print)
	 978-3-7489-2212-4 (ePDF)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Lindemann, Gesa
Approaches to the World
The Multiple Dimensions of the Social
Gesa Lindemann
350 pp.
Includes bibliographic references and index.
ISBN	 978-3-8487-7808-9 (Print)
	 978-3-7489-2212-4 (ePDF)

1st Edition 2021 
© Gesa Lindemann
Published by 
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3-5 | 76530 Baden-Baden 
www.nomos.de
Production of the printed version:  
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3-5 | 76530 Baden-Baden
ISBN (Print):	 978-3-8487-7808-9 
ISBN (ePDF):	 978-3-7489-2212-4
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
– Non Commercial – No Derivations 4.0 International License.

Onlineversion
Nomos eLibrary

BUT_Lindemann_7808-9_OA.indd   4BUT_Lindemann_7808-9_OA.indd   4 08.12.20   12:4208.12.20   12:42

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Acknowledgements for the English edition

The translation of Weltzugänge offers me the opportunity to present the
concepts I am advancing more explicitly in the context of the discourses on
changing and complementary “turns” in theoretical approach, that have
been so dominant in the English language scholarship. Helmuth Plessner’s
philosophical anthropology forms the basis for my integration of the fun-
damental “turns” that followed one upon another in recent decades into a
consistent theory.

The invaluable intellectual exchanges with Jonas Barth, Johanna
Fröhlich and Anton Kirchhofer are greatfully acknowledged. They helped
me to unfold the consequences of my interpretation of Helmuth Plessner’s
theory of the shared world for theorizing in the sociology. I also want to
thank the Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg for facilitating lively debates, and
name, among my many colleagues and interlocutors over the years, espe-
cially Uwe Schimank, Andrea Maurer, Werner Rammert, Florian Muhle,
and Christian Fritz-Hoffmann, whose critical questions challenged me to
articulate my theoretical approach with greater precision.

The wonderful translator Millay Hyatt provided a thorough translation
and was very patient and accommodating when I found that parts of the
initial text had to be changed because my thinking has moved on and I
wanted this reflected in the English edition. Finally, I thank Aaron
Woldamlak and Eva Müller for checking the citations and the bibliogra-
phy to complete this volume. Many thanks also to Douglas Becker,
Michael Krah and Frank Raasch who created the index.

Gesa Lindemann

5

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Acknowledgments

This book brings together ideas I have developed over the past several
decades in a variety of contexts. One of the most significant of these was
my in-depth engagement with questions of empirical research, and I
would like to thank the German Research Foundation (DFG) for its sup-
port of these research projects.1 After completing a first version of the
manuscript in the late summer of 2012, I spent a year discussing it inten-
sively with colleagues. I had the opportunity of presenting individual chap-
ters in the colloquia of Hubert Knoblauch and Werner Rammert, in the
latter case introduced by extensive commentary from Jörg Potthast. His
comments as well as Michel Hutter’s detailed criticism motivated me to
render more precise the sections on material technology and symbol for-
mation. My conversations with Rainer Greshoff and Uwe Schimank made
it clear to me how important it was to close the book with a look at differ-
ent types of ordering systems. Jens Greve provided insightful criticism of
the section on the social dimension, as did Hans-Peter Krüger of the entire
manuscript. The introduction benefited greatly from Christine
Hauskeller’s constructive suggestions.

This book would not have attained its current form without the collo-
quium participants of the Theory of the Social Sciences study group and
the fellows of the “Self-Making” research training group in Oldenburg.
Their criticism in particular challenged me and led me to make significant
changes to the structure of the book. One of its key concepts, that of em-
bodied touch, emerged from my in-depth discussions with Christian Fritz-
Hoffmann. Anna Henkel encouraged me to more clearly work out the
book’s relationship to systems theory, particularly in regard to historical re-
flexivity. Nikolaus Buschmann and Jonas Barth’s thorough and detailed
criticism of the entire manuscript taught me a lot. I owe a particular debt
of gratitude to Günter Ulrich, who read the manuscript chapter for chap-
ter (in some cases more than once) and relentlessly pointed out mistakes

1 These projects were: (1) The Anthropological Difference of Consciousness (2003–
2007); (2) Development of Humanoid and Service Robots: An International Com-
parative Research Project — Europe and Japan; and (3) Decisions on Treatment of
Preterm Newborn Infants — A Theory-Driven Ethnographic Study.

7

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


and inconsistencies. Martin Kubis was always a reliable source of support
in researching the literature.

Acknowledgments

8

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Table of Contents

Introduction 11

The Nature/Culture Distinction in the Explanation-
Understanding Controversy

1.
27

A Critique of Ordering Power2. 37

An Operational Theory of Reflexive Multidimensional Order
Formation

3.
77

Violence and Legitimacy4. 231

The Reflexive Formation of Order in Approaches to the World5. 275

Bibliography 315

Name index 341

Subject index 345

9

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1 - am 21.01.2026, 02:29:37. https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748922124-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

