Acknowledgements

This book is a product of the research project Making Differences in Berlin. Transforming
Museums and Heritage in the Twenty-First Century (a title that we later came to use in short-
ened versions). The project was generously funded primarily by the Alexander von Hum-
boldt Foundation in the form of a Professorship to myself, Sharon Macdonald. This was
anextraordinary privilege and allowed me to work with an amazing group of researchers,
many of whom contribute to this book. Unlike so many funders, the Alexander von Hum-
boldt Foundation gives an unusual degree of freedom, for which I am grateful not only as
it helped to reduce administrative burdens but also because it meant that it was possible
to reshape the research as it developed, responding to issues and concerns that emerged
in this dynamic field. Alongside the positions funded by the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation, further much appreciated posts were financed by the Humboldt-Universitit
zu Berlin, the Museum fir Naturkunde, and the Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation.

The funding was also used to establish the Centre for Anthropological Research on
Museums and Heritage - CARMAH - which was located within the Institute of Euro-
pean Ethnology, within the Philosophical Faculty of the Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin.
As such, this book and the research more generally, also benefited from discussions with
members of other research projects at and visitors to CARMAH, as well as colleagues
within the Institute, Faculty and wider University. There are too many people to name
here individually but we are grateful to all. Likewise, to many productive discussions else-
where. In particular, however, a panel that we held at the Heritage Futures conference of
the Association of Critical Heritage Studies, hosted (online) by University College Lon-
don, in 2020 was an opportunity to collectively present work on the topic of this book
and receive valuable feedback.

Many of those whose work is included in this book were part of an earlier reading
group and read earlier drafts of chapters of some of the others, though as the project and
book were produced over several years, some joined later or left earlier than others. Many
thanks to all for the various and always valuable input. Gratitude also extends to others
who participated in discussions and gave helpful feedback or other support: Tal Adler,
Alice von Bieberstein, Hannes Hacke, Irene Hilden and Anna Szoke. Andrei Zavadsky ad-
ditionally provided the photograph for the cover as well as for within the introduction.
Extra appreciation is due to Christine Gerbich for helping with mobilizing and manag-



https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839464090-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Doing Diversity in Museums and Heritage

ing submissions at an important stage, and to the student assistants, especially Dominik
Biewer and Sarah Felix but also Clara Dréll, Emma Jelinski and Harriet Merrow, for ex-
tensive and vital work of chasing picture rights, formatting and bibliographies, liaising
with authors and more. We were fortunate to have been able to enlist the skillful lan-
guage editor, Dominic Bonofiglio, to improve all of our texts. The Humboldt-Universitit
covered the costs to make this book open access. Jakob Horstmann at transcript has been
wonderfully responsive and enthusiastic throughout. He is the only person I know who
says ‘swell’ but it is a good description of working with him. I have been accompanied
in my Berlin adventure by my husband, Mike Beaney, and I thank him for being there
alongside during the long making of this book too.

Conducting a Berlin ethnography has meant that we have interacted with and learned
from many different individuals and groups, even beyond those with whom we more for-
mally worked. Thanks to all for being part of such a stimulating conversation.

Sharon Macdonald, Berlin, June 2022



https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839464090-001
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

