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Onur İnal, Yavuz Köse 

Human-Animal Encounters in the Middle East and Central Asia 

1. Introduction 

The Turkish Studies Department of the University of Vienna and Humboldt Yale His-
tory Network co-organised a workshop entitled “Middle Eastern Animals: Interdisci-
plinary Perspectives from Early Modern to Contemporary Times”. This took place on 
campus at the University of Vienna from 27–28 June, 2019. At this first-ever meeting 
focusing on different aspects of human-animal relations in the Middle East, a small 
group of participants discussed the politics, sociology, anthropology, and history of 
animals, as well as the various roles of animals in human life, webs of power, and so-
cial and cultural relations in the region. The idea of producing a thematic issue that 
considers how and why it is important to centre animals in historical research 
emerged during the meeting. This thematic issue of Diyâr includes two contributions 
from the workshop that started the ball rolling three years ago. However, the scope, 
extent, and objectives are more extensive than this. 

2. Human-Animal Studies: A New Perspective 

Human-animal studies, also known as human-non-human animal studies (HAS), deals 
with the social, cultural, economic, and ecological dimensions of interactions be-
tween humans and non-human animals. It is ‘not so much a field in its own right’, as 
historian and animal studies scholar Mieke Roscher claimed, ‘but rather a multidisci-
plinary research agenda which, with the help of an interdisciplinary research pro-
gramme and methodological apparatus, aims to investigate the impact of human ac-
tions on the living conditions of non-human beings’.1 Owing to its interdisciplinary 
nature, HAS interconnects and overlaps with different disciplines ranging from histo-
ry, sociology, anthropology, and archaeology to law and literary studies. The themes 
and topics it includes are as multifaceted and complex as the relations between hu-
mans and non-human animals.2 

HAS emerged in the 1980s as a reaction and response to an anthropocentric per-
spective that centers humans in historical as well as contemporary discussions of hu-
man-non-human animal relations. It has since developed rapidly as a counterpoint 
that underscores the interconnectedness and interdependence of humans and animals 

 
1  Roscher, Mieke. 2022. ‘Human-Animal Studies’. In Kirchhof, Thomas (ed.). Online Ency-

clopedia Philosophy of Nature / Online Lexikon Naturphilosophie. doi: 10.11588/open.2022.1. 
85574 

2  Buschka, Sonja; Gutjahr, Julia and Sebastian, Marcel. 2012. „Gesellschaft und Tiere – 
Grundlagen und Perspektiven der Human-Animal Studies“. Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte. 
62.8–9, 20. 
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