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Nora Pleke (Dr. phil.) teaches English studies at the University of Passau. Her
research interests include London literature, material culture, mentality, spatial and
postcolonial theory.
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This London City, with all its houses, palaces, steam-engines,
cathedrals, and huge immeasurable traffic and tumult, what

is it but a Thought, but millions of Thoughts made into

One;—a huge immeasurable Spirit of a THOUGHT, em-

bodied in brick, in iron, smoke, dust, Palaces, Parliaments,

Hackney Coaches, Katherine Docks, and the rest of it! Not

a brick was made but some man had to think of the making

of that brick.

Thomas Carlyle, “The Hero as a Man of Letters”
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