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When I moved to Basel in January 2018, I had already been working for six years
on making the dream of a PhD in Practical Theology possible. The final step in the
process, prior to moving, was securing my visa to live in Basel for one year in or-
der to conduct ethnographic research, as part of my doctoral work at the University
of Basel, about home, church, and asylum-seeking. It is fitting that my final hurdle
before diving fully into my PhD work was the Swiss Migration Office. For two sleep-
less days I marshalled all of my resources, including numerous staft members from
the Theology Faculty and International Office at the University of Basel, who wrote
letters, tracked down information, and responded to my many frantic emails. As I
investigated migration policies, called numerous offices, and hounded staff at the
Swiss Migration Office, the many privileges that made this dogged pursuit possible
became clearer to me. My financial and cultural resources, including educational
attainments, U.S. citizenship, a savings account, and access to university and legal
support, allhelped me to finally secure a visa. As I learned more about the lives of asy-
lum-seekers, who interact with this same system, the disparities in socio-economic
privilege between myself and them, based entirely on place and circumstances of
birth, became viscerally apparent to me.

The level of effort, partnership, and support required to navigate the immigra-
tion system, as well as a willingness to reach beyond my comfort zone, came to define
my work on this project. In the end, this book is so much more about relationships,
surprising turns in the road, building trust, and a willingness to reflect, reevaluate,
and sit with uncertainty, than it is about any final product. Yet, here, at least, is that
final product, which would not have been possible without the creativity, humor,
brilliance, and generosity of so many people.

First, I extend my deep, heartfelt thanks to my doctoral advisor, Prof. Dr. Andrea
Bieler, Professor of Practical Theology at the University of Basel, who walked into my
office at Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, California, in the spring of 2012 and
invited me to come to Europe to work with her and pursue a PhD. It took me six
more years, another master’s degree, two more higher education jobs, and tireless
planning and preparation to finally take Dr. Bieler up on the invitation. I could not
think of a better, more dedicated advisor with whom to complete a dissertation, es-
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pecially one in the areas of migration and theology. This book would not have been
possible without Dr. Bieler’s extensive academic knowledge, especially her work on
vulnerability, trauma, conviviality, and pastoral care; her leadership in the field of
Practical Theology; and her willingness to explore new questions and perspectives.
In addition, Dr. Bieler is committed to cultivating partnerships across disciplines,
continents, and languages and to encouraging scholarship and students that bridge
these divides. This commitment strengthened my written work and made it possi-
ble for me to complete many of the practical aspects of this book. Dr. Bieler’s dedica-
tion to this project included advising and guiding me during countless formal and
informal meetings; organizing colloquia, workshops, and conferences; and provid-
ing connections and opportunities to expand and share my work. When I returned
to the United States, and the COVID-19 pandemic further disrupted the ability to
meet in person, she was regularly available to meet via Zoom to guide this project to
completion.

I arrived in Basel knowing Prof. Dr. Bieler and left having connected with well
over 100 people. I extend a very special thanks to my second doctoral advisor, Prof.
Dr. Andreas Heuser, for his work to make this project a success. He generously
shared his wealth of expertise on Intercultural Christianity, especially his deep
knowledge of Theo Sundermeier’s work on Konvivenz. I am grateful to the many
University of Basel students who helped with editing, transcribing, and providing
feedback on my drafts. These include Tabea Eugster-Schaetzle, Vera Schaffer, An-
abel Da Pra, Leila Thoni, and Nathalie Hanke. Many thanks also to Anne Yardley,
who provided coaching and support throughout the dissertation process, and Jo-
sué Meléndez Rodriguez for sharing his expertise with MAXQDA and helping me
restructure, and vastly improve, my coding system. In addition, I am grateful to
my friend and colleague, Dr. Sarah Robinson, for reading and providing valuable
feedback on early drafts of the manuscript.

I benefited greatly from the engagement of other colleagues at the Theology Fac-
ulty and across the University of Basel who participated in colloquiums, data groups,
and workshops with me. I extend a special thanks to Dr. Claudia Hoffman and Dr.
Julia Biichele for responding to many drafts of writing, providing invaluable refer-
ences, and cheering me on at every stage. In addition, my fellow doctoral students
in Practical Theology made this pursuit both deeply engaging and so much fun. For
questions and conversations that made me think in new ways, for sharing informa-
tion and resources, and for many Rhine swims, picnics, and moments of laughter
and levity, I extend my gratitude to Florence Hineke, Matthias Stracke-Bartholmai,
Luca Ghiretti, and Silke Radosh-Hinder.

This book would not have been possible without the welcome I received from
Projekt DA-SEIN, the faith of the staff in my work, and the many volunteers, asy-
lum-seekers, and refugees who accepted my invitation to talk about home. I extend
a deep thanks to the Directors of the Offene Kirche Elisabethen, Pastor Frank Lorenz
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and Catholic theologian Monika Hungerbiihler. They welcomed me into the OKE
and Projekt DA-SEIN community before I even arrived in Basel. They encouraged
me and inquired regularly about my work, were available to meet and field ques-
tions, and were passionate and curious about similar topics, most importantly, mak-
ing Projekt DA-SEIN an open and welcoming program. Thank you also to Ils Van
Looveren, Project Manager, the interns and “Zivis,” and my fellow volunteers at Pro-
jekt DA-SEIN. I learned so much from their commitment to Projekt DA-SEIN, from
their interactions and their engagement in activities and conversations, and from
the ways they welcomed me to Basel and to the program. Most importantly, I extend
my gratitude to the asylum-seekers and refugees in Basel and the surrounding ar-
eas who welcomed me and showed me hospitality by inviting me into their lives and
trusting me with their friendship, insights, and stories.

In addition, numerous friends and family have believed in me, encouraged me,
and provided support: my parents, Eric Kunz and Sharon Cournoyer; my sisters,
Elizabeth Thompson and Sarah Shepherd, and their families; my dear friend and
academic coach-extraordinaire, Gretchen Wegner; and many other colleagues,
friends, and collaborators. I extend my deep gratitude to my husband, Eric An-
derson, who, from the first moment I mentioned this idea in 2012, while sitting
on the kitchen counter on Kains Avenue in Albany, California, has said yes to this
project. His belief in me, the importance of this project, and my ability to complete
it has not wavered, while for me it has a wavered on a nearly weekly basis. He
has willingly rearranged our lives, where we live, and how we spend our time and
resources to make this project possible. Our time living together in Basel was one
of the greatest gifts we gave ourselves and it changed us, even beyond our shared
love of mountains, Apéro, and Rheinschwimmen. And finally, a thank you to our son,
Galen, whose first months of life coincided with my dissertation defense and first
years of life included the revisions and editing of this manuscript. He has provided
both distraction and joy, as well as a deep mediation on home and belonging, that
has certainly shaped these pages.
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