
COCTA N EWS 

1 .  The CONTA Conference 

Bielefeld ,  West·Germany, proved to be an o utstanding. 
success as judged by the quality o f  participation, the 
goodwill expressed i n  all its i nteractions, and the i ntrins­
ic importance o f  i ts re sults. As announced in  the pre­
vious issue o f  eaeTA News ( in Inte rnational Classifica· 
tion 8 ( 198 1 )  No . I), C OCTA ( the Committee o n  Co n· 
ceptual and Termi nological Analysis i n  the Social S cien· 
ce s), i n  coo peration with the German U nesco Commission; 
the I nternational Federation for Documentation, Com­
mittee o n  C lassification Research ( FI D /CR ) and o n  
Social S cience I nformation and Documentation ( FI D /SD); 
the I nformationszentrum Sozialwissenschaften ,  the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft fUr  Dokumentation, Komitee 
Politi k, Recht, Wirtschaft, Ve rwaltung ( D G D /PR WV)  
and the Gesellschaft. ftir K lassifikation conve ned its 
fi rst i ndependent confe rence at the Zentrum fUr In· 
terdi szipliniire Forschung of the Bie lefe ld U nive rsi ty 
from M ay 24-27 ,  198 1 .  Altoge ther 74 perso ns o f  
1 7  countries participated. A total of  32 papers we re 
prese nted in  7 plenary se ssions and six workshops. 
E .  K. SCH EUCH delivered the keynote address e ntitled 
"From Librarie s for the S cholars to G lo bal I nforma· 

. tion" . D uring the preconference seminar :on M ay 24 
some 14 reports were given i n  addition. outlining the 
work o f  i nternational and national committees relevant 
to the topics o f  the conference. 

O n  the evening o f  M ay 26 the workshop chairmen and 
rapporteurs met for a lively di scussion o f  the re sults o f  
the debates and reached agreement o n  a set o f  d raft 
recomme nd ations that were finalized by a subcommittee 
co nsisting o f  D .  S O ER G E L ,  K. JAN D A, J. P O OL and H. 
TEUN E for pre sentatio n i n  the next morning' s plenary 
se ssion.  After discussion and addition of  a few points, 
the follo wing recommendatio ns were ado pted. 

2. Recommendations 

Preface 

Co nceptual and terminological analysis  i s  needed i n  the 
social sciences for the following purpose s: 
- To facilitate the conduct of  research. 
- To improve scientific  and technical writing. C larity 

and precision can be improved thro ugh more careful 
use o f  co ncepts, and corre spo nding terms, which are 
mo st appropriate to the o bjects of  study and which 
are not biased toward cultures o ther than the o ne 
being studied . Thi s i s  o f  particular importance for 
social science re search o n  non-Western cultures and 
the communicatio n o f  such research i n  the context o f  
the traditional discipline s  that are o riented toward 
Weste rn culture . 
To improve the understanding of  so cial science results 
through better understanding o f  the terms used. This 
i ncludes understanding within scientific communities, 
across scientific communitie s, from science to appli­
cations, and from science to the public, and i n  all o f  
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these areas understanding across language and cultural 
barrie rs. 
To improve informatio n storage and retrieval for 
scientists and scho lars, practitio ners, and the public.  
The boundaries mentioned for understanding ' o f  
scientific re sults apply here as well. 

The effective use of  terms and concepts i n  social science 
re search tro ubles all scho lars. The participants o f  the 
C O N T  A Conference , who specialize i n  conceptual and 
terminolo gical analysis, are e specially aware o f  difficul­
tie s  i n  develo ping scientific languages and relating these 
special languages to the o rdinary language o f  different 
countrie s. Despite these difficulties, the conference pa· 
pe rs de scribed seve ral concre te examples o f  progress 
achieved i n  producing dictio narie s, glossarie s, and the ­
sauri for certain field s and subfie ld s  i n  the sociar scien· 
ce s. These advances are reported i n  v arious papers pre­
sented at the conference and published i n  the conference 
proceedings. 

Our recommend ations be low grew o ut o f  our e xper­
ie nce wi,th these exi sting projects o n  diverse topics i n  
several countries. We o ffe r  our recommend ations to the 
scholarly <:ommunity i n  the hope o f  making even greater 
progress i n  the effective use 0f language in social science 
re search i n  the future. 

1. General Recommendations 

1 .1 Because many terms in the so cial science s  are used 
for political purposes and often deliberately made ambi­
guous, and because the meanings o f  some terms change 
radically, giving the terms a hi story of  thei r o wn, retrie ­
val systems should provide access to documents both 
through concepts assigned by an i ndexer and through 
the actual terms used i n  the documents. Thi s applies 
both to scientific writings and to h istorical do cuments. 
1 .2 Designers o f  glossarie s and /or terminological data 
banks sho uld take into account different degrees o f  dif­
ficulty i n  defining concepts. Some can be defi ned suc· 
cinctly; o thers require contexts, i ncluding quotations 
from materials using them;  still others are so complex 
that substantial analysis and/o r  extensive reference to 
relevant literature i s  required. 
1.3 Dictionaries ( whether mo no· o r  multilingual), classi· 
fication schemes! thesauri , and glo ssaries all co ntain the 
same basic i nformation ;  e ach type of  too l  contains addi­
tio nal i nformatio n specific to its purpose. O ne unified 
computerised data base can be used to produce all of  
these too ls. W he n  term banks are e stablished for a spe · 
cifi c  purpose , their format should be flexible so as to 
allow for i nclusion o f  i n·de pth conceptual and termino­
logical informatio n and for the arrange me nt of  their con· 
tent in the format of a dictiqnary, a classification sche­
me/thesaurus, or  a glossary. O ther purpo se s can the n  be 
served by simply i ncluding addi tional information. 
1 .4 We recommend that each i nternational di sciplinary 
association i n  the social sciences e stablish a permanent 
body to deal with conce ptual and termino logical prob·  
lems o f  their disciplines. 
1 .5. We recommend that national di sciplinary asso cia· 
tio ns i nitiate and/or maintain projects for the analysis  o f  
concepts and terms which have significance i n  their re­
spective countries and cultures, and to relate these ef­
forts to the preparation of an i nternational e ncyclopedia 
of social science concepts. 
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1 .6 We recommend that regional meetings on concep­
tual and terminological analysis be held among social 
scientists from third world countries to discuss problems 
specific to their experience under Western influence. 

2. Recommendations on Specific Projects 

2.1 We believe that there is an urgent need for an Inter­
national Encyclopedia of Social Science Concepts. Its 
analysis of concepts should proceed from the most im­
portant and interdisciplinary concepts to the more speci­
fic ones and should present a historical account of'their 
evolution. An international team of scholars representing 
the widest possible spectrum of cultures, political sys­
tems, and research traditions should compile the Ency­
clopedia. 
Such an Encyclopedia is needed not only by scholars 
and the interested public but also by the designers of 
classification schemes/indexing languages/thesauri who 
cannot themselves undertake the thorough conceptual 
analysis on which their tools should be based. 
2.2 We recommend that COCTA initiate pilot projects 
for the development of classified analytic glossaries in 
specialized areas. Such projects should be linked to pre­
parations for an International Encyclopedia of Social 
Science Concepts. 
2.3 We strongly urge UNESCO to go forward with its 
plans for an Integrated Thesaurus of the Social Sciences. 
Such a thesaurus would allow retrieval from a variety of 
viewpoints taking account of cultural and contextual dif­
ferences. Retrieval is supported either through direct use 
in indexing and searching or through facilitating the con­
struction of specialised classification schemes/thesauri. 
With respect to the development of this thesaurus we 
recommend the following: 
a) There is a strong link between the Integrated Thesau­
rus and the International Encyclopedia of Social Science 
Concepts. The Thesaurus, and the data base used in its 
development , should be structured in such a way that it 
can support the compilation of the Encyclopedia. On 
the other hand, as the Encyclopedia is compiled, it 
should be used to improve the thesaurus. 
(b) A computerised descriptor bank should be establish­
ed and the Thesaurus itself should be maintained in 
machine-readable form. 
(c) The sources to be used should be selected with re­
spect to their contribution' to the final content and 
structure of the Thesaurus; therefore, classification 
systems should be included. Care should be taken to 
include also SQurces for concepts arising from social 
science research in third world countries. Sources not 
available in machine-readable form should be converted. 
(d) Scope notes should be emphasized, so that the con­
cepts covered will be widely understood. 
(e) To save effort, an available detailed classification 
should be used as a starting pOint to develop the concep­
tual structure. 
2.4 We recommend that guidelines for integrated the­
sauri be developed. 
2.5 We recommend that COCTA develop guidelines for 
efforts in conceptual and terminological analysis under­
taken by disciplinary associations. 
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3. Papers presented at CONTA Conference 

Topic 0. 2: Theory and Practice of Conceptual and Ter­
minological Analysis 
0.21 Henry TEUNE: Concept development in the social 
sciences: The logic and strategy of the Committee on 
Conceptual and Terminological Analysis. 
0.22 Jonathan POOL: Applying conceptual analysis in 
the 21st century: design of a computerized system for 
global translingual communication. 

Session lA and Workshop IB: Theoretical Premises 

IAI J. S .  PETOFI: Theory of concept analysis. IBI H. 
M. ARTUS: Concept and context : problems and limita­
tions. l B2 S. K. GHOSH: Problems and concepts of so­
cial science research in India, especially Bengal and Ben­
gali. IB3 K. JANDA: What's in a name? Party labels 
around the world. IB4 H. LECLERCQ: Some pluricon­
ceptual terms in everyday language. 

Session 2A and Workshop 2B: Descriptor languages in 
the sacial sciences. 
2Al Jean MEYRIAT: Evaluation of descriptor languages 
in the social sciences 2Bl J. A. AYOADE: Criteria and 
constraints of conceptual and terminological analysis: an 
African perspective. 2B2 K. P. MISRA: Conceptual and 
terminological analysis: An Indian perspective. 2B3 J. E.  
BOYD: 'Global Consciousness' - a system-building poli­
tical concept? 2B4 J. W. BJORKMAN: The concept of 
'equity'. Multiple meanings in ordinary language. 2B5 G. 
FLANZ: The significance of separating powers in the 
development of constitutionalism and in contemporary 
constitutions. 

Session 3A and Workshop 3B: Glossaries and Termbanks 
3AI F. W. RIGGS: Establishment of glossaries. 3Bl H. 
P. OHLY: Concepts: of what? for whom? 3B2 J. 
MALICSI :  The universality of descriptor languages in 
relation to the particulars of data. 3B3 A. J. N. JUDGE: 
Anti-developmental biases in thesaurus-construction. 

Session 4A and Workshop 4B: Metaconcepts and Con­
cept Compatibility 
4AI D. SOERGEL: Comparison and compatibilities of 
index languages and other concept schemes. 4BI A. 
MARRADI: Metaconcepts for measurement terms. 4B2 
W. NEDOBITY: Metaconcepts of terminology. 4B3 D. 
RUSU, I. DRAGOMIRESCU: Terms and concepts in 
technology assessrnent studies. 4B4 H. G. BURGER: 
The Transitive Taxonomy: Classification by the grading of 
processes. 

Session 5A and Workshop 5B: Integration of Thesauri 
SAl Jean AITCHISON: Integration of thesauri in the 
social sciences. 5BI J .  LITOUKHIN: UNESCO's Project 
for the establishment of an Integrated Thesaurus of the 
Social Sciences. 5B2 I. DAHLBERG: Guidelines for the 
establishment of compatibility between information lan­
guages. 5B3 M .  DIENES: Testing the compatibility ma­
trix in the field of culture. 

Session 6A and Workshop 6B: Dictionaries and Term 
Banks. 
6AI Imre MOLNAR, Georgy ROZSA: Establishing the 
INTERMIN system model within the UNESCO-INTER-
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CONCEPT Project. 6Bl R. J. WOLFSON: A formal le­
xicon for the social sciences. 6B2 T.  FOLD! : A multilin­
gual dictionary of economics. 6B3 E. MEYNEN: Two 
international glossaries in cartography and geography. 
6B4 J _ MOGEY: A conceptual dictionary for family 
studies. 

4. COCTA Meeting 

On the afternoon of May 28 altogether 20 participants 
in the CONTA Conference convened for a COCTA meet­
ing that continued for two hours. Among the decisions 
taken at that time are the following: 
a. Encyclopedia: The recommendation by the Conferen­
ce to recommend the preparation of an Encyclopedia of 
Social Science Concepts was strongly supported. Riggs 
agreed to bring this proposal to the attention of the 
International Social Science Council and other potential­
ly interested bodies. 
b. Glossary : In accordance with the Conference Recom­
mendation to COCTA to develop classified analytic glos­
saries in one or more specialized areas, it was decided to 
press for the preparation of glossaries in several lan­
guages dealing with the phenomena and concepts used 
by specialists writing about ethnicity, nationalities and 
minorities. COCTA will solicit volunteers among its 
members who wish to participate in this project. 
c. Bibliograpic information: Jan-Erik Lane and Kenneth 
Janda will take responsibility for the preparation of an­
notated bibliographic information about publications -
past and present - that relate to the analysis of selected 
concepts. This information will be included in future 
issues of COCTA News. A list of COCTA members giving 
their special interests in relation to Conceptual and Ter­
minological Analysis (CTA) will also be prepared. 
d. Methodology: Henry Teune agreed to proceed with 
the collection of a supplementary bibliography on me­
thodological problems and metaconcepts important for 
CTA, and will seek the assistance of interested parti- . 
cipants in the CONTA Conference. 

5. ISA Congress 

Alfredo Marradi announced plans that have been made 
for the Congress of the International Sociological Asso­
ciation to be held in Mexico City, Aug. 1982. They are 
as follows: 
a. Key Concepts in Political Sociology: Authority, (De-) 
Centralization, Development 
Chairman:  Henry Teune (Dept . of Political Science, Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 1 9104, USA). 
Jan-Erik Lane (Umea) : The concept of Authority. - D. 
L. Sheth (New Delhi, invited): Concepts of Develop­
ment. - Gunther Endruweit (Stuttgart): Methodological 
consequences of different concepts in development re­
search. - Zdravko Mlinar (Ljubljana, invited): Concepts 
of Decentralization and Development. - J. Rogers Hol­
lingsworth (Wisconsin) : Concepts of Centralization Dis­
cussants: David Baldwin (Dartmouth College, invited)_ 
b. The Development of Social Science Glossaries: the 
Idea of Ethnicity in Different Languages . 
Chairman:  Fred W. Riggs (Dept. of Political Science, 
University of Hawaii, 2424 Maile Way, Honolulu, Ha­
waii, 96822, USA) 
Julian Bromley (USSR Acad. of Sciences, invited): Con-
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cepts of ethnicity in the USSR. - John Ayoade (Iba­
dan): C<;mcepts of ethnicity, nationality and minorities 
in Africa. - Robert Jackson (British Columbia, invited): 
Concepts of ethnicity in the Anglo-Saxon languages. -
Rhoda Kesselman (Saarbrticken) : Concepts of ethnicity 
in German. - N. N. Concepts of ethnicity in Spanish. 
Discussant : Eric Casino (East-West-Center, Honolulu, 
Hawaii, il)v.). 

c. Problems and Issues of Conceptual DeVelopment in 
Sociology 
Chairmen: Alberto Marradi (Universities of Florence and 
Catania, Viale Duse 32, Florence) and Nico Stehr (Dept. 
of Sociology, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada 
T6G 2H4). 
Helmut M. Artus (Bonn): The role of theories in concep­
tual development: how far are concepts theory depen­
dent? - Jeffrey Alexander (UCLA, inv.): The genesis 
and transformation of concepts in sociology. Roberti. 
Wolfson (Syracuse) and Alberto Madella (Catania) : Neo­
positivist vs. phenomenological theories of concept for­
mation and development. - N. N. (Mexico City): Con­
cept development and the growth of knowledge in socio­
logy. Discussants: Niklas Luhman (Bielefeld, inv.), 
Stefan Nowak (Warzsawa, inv.). 

d. Metaconcepts in Sociology and Other Social Sciences 
Chairman: to be decided 
David Singer (Michigan) : The concepts of Variable and 
ofIndicator. 
Alberto Marradi (Florence and Catania): Metaconcepts 
in measurement. 
Janos Petdfi (Bielefeld): A common core of metacon­
cepts for the social sciences. 

6. IPSA Congress 

Suggestions for inclusion in the program of the IPSA 
Congress were formulated to be passed on to George 
Graham, Jr., IPSA coordinator, who could not attend the 
CONT A conference. These suggestions include a panel 
on the operationalization of definitions, to be planned 
by Jan-Erik Lane and Kenneth Janda; and a panel on 
"nationalism" and other concepts having special refe· 
rence to their applications in Africa and other Third 
World Countries to.be planned by J. A.  A. Ayoade. 

7. Guidelines 

To carry out the recommendations No. 1 .4 and 2.5, 
COCTA will develop guidelines for conceptual and ter­
minological analysis for general use, and especially for 
use by specialist bodies in the member associations of 
the International Social Science Council. 

8. Follow-up 

As its concluding action, the CONTA Conference adopt­
ed a resolution of thanks to all those who had made the 
Bielefeld meeting possible and called npon COCTA to 
establish a continuation machinery looking toward a 
second similar conference at some future time. Such a 
possibility will be considered most favorably when the 
time is ripe. 
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