
 

Table of Contents   

Acknowledgments | 11 

 
RESILIENT BODIES, RESIDUAL EFFECTS. 
ARTISTIC ARTICULATIONS OF BORDERS AND 
COLLECTIVITY FROM LEBANON AND PALESTINE 
 

Chapter 1  

What does it take to cross a border?  

And what does it take to belong?  

Introduction | 17 

1.1 Research Questions and Hypotheses | 18 
Methodology | 20 
Literature Review and Relevance of the Study | 21  
Structure of the Study | 25  

1.2 Body-based Artistic Practices from Lebanon and Palestine.  
Contextual Remarks | 27 

Working with Bodies: Conditions of Creation and Production | 28 
Dance and Artistic Movement Education | 31  
Framing Bodies: Thematic and Curatorial Concerns | 32  

 
NEGOTIATING ENGAGEMENT:  
THE EMPIRICAL PART OF THE STUDY 

 
Chapter 2 

Negotiating Engagement: the Empirical Part of the Study | 37 

2.1 Responsible Moves. Epistemological and Ethical Concerns | 38 
Access to the Field, or: Caring as a Methodological Position | 40 
The Bias of Expertise: Artist-Researchers | 44 
Do Borders Sit in Places? Framing Research as Conflict | 47  
On Catering Expectations | 49 
On Bodily Grounds. The Informative Potential of the Sensorial | 51 
To Unlearn what has been Learnt: On Epistemic Disobedience | 54 

2.2 Aesthetic Evidence. Working with Artistic Case Studies | 60 
The Epistemic Potential of Imagination and Experience | 61 
Methodological Reflections on Case Study Work | 64 
Criteria for Selecting the Artistic Case Studies | 65 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839443637-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 07.04.2026, 03:09:11. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839443637-toc


2.3 Corpus of Empirical Materials and Analytical Methods | 67 
Measuring Proximity and Distance: Fieldwork | 69 
Performance Documents: From Dramaturgy  
to Dramaturgical Analysis | 70 
Interviews and Transcription | 76  
Organization of the Data and Structure  
of the Case Study Analyses | 82 

 
ARTISTIC CASE STUDIES 
 

Chapter 3  

Artistic Case Study  

Basel Abbas and Ruanne Abou-Rahme: Contingency (2010) | 87 

3.1 Borders | 92 
Residual Effects: The Everyday of the Border | 94 
Scattered Movements: Editing as Compositional Principle | 97 
Docile Bodies: The Visceral Experience of the Border | 99  

3.2 Collectivity | 102 
Caught in Loops: The Unavoidability of the Collective | 103 
Movements of Address | 105 
The Negative Construction of Collectivity | 108  

3.3 De-Normalizing Bodies: The Impotency of Images | 110 
 

Chapter 4  

Artistic Case Study  

Farah Saleh: Free Advice (2015) | 115 

4.1 Borders | 122 
Interacting: Entanglement of Material and Immaterial Space | 123 
Becoming Vulnerable | 124 
Acts of Accessibility: Contemporaneity as Bordering Practice | 127  

4.2 Collectivity | 130 
Acts of Translation: Recreating ‘Palestine’ in Dance | 130 
Collective Gestures | 135 
Talking Back: Agonal Dialogues | 138  

4.3 Coming Closer: Real and Imagined Movements of Resistance | 140 
 
Chapter 5  

Artistic Case Study  

Dictaphone Group: Nothing to Declare (2013) | 145 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839443637-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 07.04.2026, 03:09:11. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839443637-toc


 

5.1 Borders | 152 
Traveling: Border-Movements with the Body | 154 
Internal Affairs: The Internalization of the Border | 156 
Claiming the Commons: Experiencing Public Space | 159  

5.2 Collectivity | 161 
Collective Inscriptions: Moving through Contested Space | 162 
Alternative Stories: Oral History and Collective Memory | 164 
Extended Bodies, Collaborating Audiences | 168 

5.3 Networks of Solidarity: Thresholds to Artistic Action | 171 
 

BECOMING BORDER, BECOMING COLLECTIVE 
 
Chapter 6  

Becoming Border, Becoming Collective:  

Comparative Cross-Case Analyses, and Theoretical Discussion  

of the Findings | 177 

6.1 Bodies 
Bodies as Research Tools and Perspectives | 178 

Bodies in Relation | 178 
Scaling Agency: From Solidified Images to Silent Moves | 186 
In Response: Body Ethics | 195  

6.2 Borders  
‘The Border’ as Analytical Category | 202 

The Border In and As Movement | 208 
Bordering Bodies | 215 
Border Structures | 222  

6.3 Collectivity  
Bodies, in the Plural | 229 

Positioning Oneself, Collectively. 
Markers of Collectivity in Lebanon and Palestine | 231 
Towards Relational Collectivity | 240 
To Consent To Not Be A Single Being | 251  

 
Chapter 7  

Resilient Bodies, Residual Effects | 259 

7.1 Closing Remarks | 261 
7.2 Perspectives for Further Research | 264 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839443637-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 07.04.2026, 03:09:11. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839443637-toc


Chapter 8  

Primary Sources and References | 269 

8.1 Case Studies and Primary Sources | 269 
Basel Abbas and Ruanne Abou-Rahme | 269 
Farah Saleh | 270 
Dictaphone Group | 270  

8.2 References | 272 
 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839443637-toc - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.21, am 07.04.2026, 03:09:11. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.14361%2F9783839443637-toc

