%
%
%
|

Rafael Ferber

Key Concepts
in Philosophy

An Introduction

Translated from German
by Ladislaus Lob

ACADEMIA



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Rafael Ferber

Key Concepts in Philosophy



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Rafael Ferber

Key Concepts in Philosophy

An Introduction

Translated from German
by Ladislaus L.o6b

Academia Verlag A‘A Sankt Augustin



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Originaltitel: Philosophische Grundbegtiffe (32008),
© Verlag C. H. Beck oHG, Munchen

Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Bibliothek
Die Deutsche Bibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen
Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet iber
http://dnb.ddb.de abrufbar.

ISBN 978-3-89665-648-3

© Academia Verlag 2015

Bahnstralle 7, D-53757 Sankt Augustin
Internet: www.academia-verlag.de

E-Mail: info@academia-verlag.de

Printed in Germany

Alle Rechte vorbehalten

Ohne schriftliche Genehmigung des Verlages ist es nicht gestattet, das Werk
unter Verwendung mechanischer, elektronischer und anderer Systeme in
irgendeiner Weise zu verarbeiten und zu verbreiten. Insbesondere vorbehalten
sind die Rechte der Vervielfiltigung — auch von Teilen des Werkes — auf
fotomechanischem oder dhnlichem Wege, der tontechnischen Wiedergabe, des
Vortrags, der Funk- und Fernsehsendung, der Speicherung in
Datenverarbeitungsanlagen, der Ubersetzung und der literarischen

und anderweitigen Bearbeitung.



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Table of Contents

Contents

Preface ........ocooooviiiiiiiiii e
Preface to the English Translation ..............................

I. Philosophy
1. The Beginning in the Cave ......c..ccccoeeveeviencneencnnene
2. Word and Concept ......cccceevevereriecreenieenieeneenre e eneenne
3. Philosophy and Common Sense ...........c.ccoceveeveenneenn.
4. Philosophy, Science and Art .........c.ceeevveevveeereeenneens
5. Philosophy as an Ideal ...........cccccoeviiniiniiniiiieee,

II. Language
1. Speech as ACLION ......cccveeevieiiiiieciie e
2. Three Functions of Linguistic Action ........................
3. Expression and Meaning ...........cccocceeeveerveerreervennnennns
4. What Is the Meaning of an Expression? ....................
5. Meaning and Rule .........ccccooviiieciiiniiiiiieiee e,

III. Knowledge

1. Sensation and Argument ...........cccoecveevveerreerieeneenenenns

2. Deductive and Inductive Arguments .........................

3. How Do We Justify the Conclusion of an Inductive
ATGUMENE? ..ot

4. The Induction Principle as a Hypothetical Postulate
of Practical Reason .........ccccocceviniiiiiiiiiiience

5. When Are Axioms True? ........ccccoevveieviieiieeeneeennne.

69

82


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

6

Table of Contents

IV. Truth
1. The Classic Definition of Truth ............cccccooceiniinin. 97
2. Objections to the Classic Definition and Tarski’s Re-
formulation .........ccccooeeeevinienieee e 100
3. Five Criteria of Truth ..o 105
4. The Plus of the Concept of Truth Over the Five Cri-
11530 - RSP 114
5. The Classic Definition as the Decisive Criterion and
the Ideal .....oooeieiie s 117
V. Being
1. The Four Meanings of “iS” .........ccecveviverienieneennenns 129
2. Real Existence and Real Facts .........ccccceveeievincennne 133
3. Physical Facts and Psychic Facts ...........cccccccveennnenee. 137
4. Semantic Existence and Semantic Facts .................... 147
5. The Being of Universals, the Being of Fictitious
Things and the Being of Nothingness ...........c..c......... 155
a) The Being of Universals ............ccccveveveuveecenennnnn. 155
b) The Being of Fictitious Things and the Being of
NOTRINGNESS ...ooevveeveeeieeieeieeeieeete e eve e 166
VI. Good
1. The Good, Morally and Extramorally .........c...ccc..... 173
2. The Metaethics of Moral Good .........ccceoerieinennens 175
@) COGRILIVISIN ..o 175
b) EMOLIVISI ... 180
¢) InstitutionaliSm ................cccccceveveeeieeciiieeeeeeannn. 184
3. Normative Ethics ......cocoeoeiiniiiininecneeceee 192
a) The Concept of the Good as the Foundation of
MOTQLILY ... 192
b) The Good as ULility ..........cccccocevoevinvieiiiiacinnes 194
¢) The Good as a Rule ...............cccoovvvcvvciiinaiann, 204
4. Minimum and Maximum Morality ............ccceeverennnns 215



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Table of Contents 7

5. The Generalisation Rule as an Axiomatic Demand of

Practical Reason .........ccccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 220
Bibliography .....ccocviviieiieiieieeeree et 225
Name INAEX ...oooeiiiiiiiiiee e 237
Subject INAEX ...cccvveeiieiieieieee e 239



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://doi.org/10.5771/9783896658050-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

“To be useful as a foundation,

a textbook must contain no more
than the core of a science or art in
the briefest concentration so that
the teacher will easily find cause to
explain the topic concerned.”

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg
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Preface

This book is addressed not so much to expert philosophers
as to students of philosophy and interested laypersons. It aims
to introduce the reader to six key concepts that provide a first
understanding of the contents, methods and claims of philoso-
phy. Being an introduction, it is elementary, but not unsophisti-
cated. | try to elucidate those elementary issues clearly, simply
and without the use of jargon. At the same time, I do not shrink
from adopting a position of my own. My philosophy is indebted
in several respects to the analytical school, but its spirit, in a
broader sense, is Platonic in so far as it assumes that the con-
cepts under discussion have meanings that are accessible to us
all, at least to a certain extent. Some new aspects, which could
also be of interest to professional philosophers, are found in
particular in the chapters about knowledge, truth and the good.

The following people were kind enough to read and make
critical comments on selected chapters: Hans Ambiihl, Jean
Louis Arni, Marcel Zentner. However, I also benefited from the
help of the students and non-specialists I have had the privilege
of teaching in recent years, and it is to them that I dedicate this
book.

Sachseln (Switzerland), autumn of 1993 R. Ferber
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12 Preface

Preface to the English Translation

As a result of its warm reception, the book has now ap-
peared in eight editions, the latest of which also provides the
basis for this English translation. As well as a few minor addi-
tions, I have included a section about the problem of universals
(pp. 155-166) and a reference to the power of judgment (pp.
210-215). I thank Ladislaus Lob for the translation and Elisa-
beth Longrigg for looking through most of the book. I wish to
thank all those readers who have sent me suggestions for im-
provement or critical remarks, which I have taken on board as
far as I could. I am also grateful to those colleagues who use the
book or parts of it in their teaching.

Each entry of the footnotes begins with a reference to the
texts used by the author. The abbreviations of many titles are
designed to save space. Quotations from English-language texts
are traced to the originals. Quotations from other languages are
borrowed from existing translations or translations from the
author’s German translations.

Sachseln, August 2014 Rafael Ferber
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