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Hintergrundinformationen, zumal in deutscher Sprache,
sind rar gesät. Umso begrüßenswerter das Unternehmen
Marie Aimé Joël Harisons, die politische Entwicklung
Madagaskars seit der formalen Unabhängigkeit im Jahr
1960 in einem umfassenden Bericht darzustellen.

Das Buch ist in fünf größere Abschnitte eingeteilt,
der erste davon ein “Überblick der Geschichte Madagas-
kars bis 1960” (15–30). Dieser Überblick ist sinnvoll, da
bis heute andauernde Konflikte, z. B. der Antagonismus
zwischen Hochland- und Küstenbewohnern, in der Ko-
lonialzeit bewusst geschürt wurden, und auch die erste
madagassische Republik, begründet zwei Jahre vor der
Unabhängigkeitserklärung, weitgehend unter französi-
schem Einfluss stand.

Dieser ersten Republik (1958–1972) ist das zweite
Kapitel gewidmet (31–64). Es enthält Unterabschnitte zu
der Verfassung, der regierenden PSD und den Oppositi-
onsparteien und analysiert die Konflikte, die zum Auf-
stand von 1972 und zum Ende der Regierung Tsiranana
führten.

Es folgt ein Bericht über die “Übergangsphase – Mi-
litärregierung (Okt. 1972 – Dez. 1975)” (65–77), eine
Zeit der Neuorientierung auf eine wirkliche nationale und
kulturelle Unabhängigkeit hin, die mit der Ermordung
Richard Ratsimandravas und der Machtübernahme durch
Didier Ratsiraka endet.

Die “Zweite Republik”, die Demokratische Republik
Madagaskar (79–134), wurde beherrscht von der Ein-
heitspartei AREMA, die einen Sozialismus madagassi-
scher Prägung propagierte, und der Person Ratsirakas.
Sie dauerte an bis 1991, als die Bevölkerung mit einem
Generalstreik und der breiten Unterstützung der auch von
den Kirchen getragenen “Forces Vives Rasalama” gegen
Armut, Misswirtschaft und Korruption protestierte. Mit
der Eröffnung des Feuers auf friedliche Demonstranten
am 10. 8. 1991 machte Ratsiraka seine Position unhaltbar.

Das fünfte Kapitel des Buches (135–180) beschreibt
die Entwicklungen der Dritten Republik seit 1992 bis
etwa um die Jahrtausendwende: die jeweils durch Volks-
abstimmung verifizierte Verfassung von 1992, 1995 und
1998, die wieder- und neugegründeten Parteien (eine
Auswahl von 25 aus etwa 150), die Regierungszeit Albert
Zafys von 1993–1996 und die Rückkehr Ratsirakas an
die Regierung im Jahre 1997.

Marc Ravolomanana, der derzeitige Präsident Mada-
gaskars, findet noch keine Erwähnung, auch dessen neo-
liberale Politik hat der Autor, trotzdem er in seiner Zu-
sammenfassung (181–187) beklagt, dass der Markt seit
Beginn der 1990er Jahre die Politik beherrscht und dem
Staat seine frühere Legitimität nimmt, nicht vorhergese-
hen. Doch das, was Aufgabe der aktuellen Berichterstat-
tung wäre, kann ein Buch wie dieses nicht ersetzen.

Harisons Darstellung ist ausführlich und detailgenau,
er versucht, in seiner Unterteilung der einzelnen Kapi-
tel die komplizierten politischen Vorgänge überschaubar
zu machen. Auch die Zeittafel (199–222), die Kurzbio-
graphien der politischen Führer (223–236) und ein Ab-
kürzungsverzeichnis (237f.) im Anhang tragen sehr zur
Übersichtlichkeit bei. Ein Personen- und Stichwortregis-
ter vermisst man gelegentlich, es wäre nützlich, um et-

wa den Werdegang bestimmter Politiker oder Institutio-
nen durch die verschiedenen politischen Epochen nach-
zuvollziehen. Was sich allerdings zwischen den Zeilen
herauslesen lässt, ist die alltägliche Tragödie eines Lan-
des nach der Kolonialzeit auf der Suche nach der neu-
en eigenen Identität, das unter importierten Ideologien,
ausländischen Interessen, Vetternwirtschaft und Korrup-
tion kaum eine Chance zu haben scheint, die sich stetig
verschlechternden Lebensbedingungen zum Besseren zu
wenden. Christine Paulsen

Hawkes, Kristen, and Richard R. Paine (eds.): The
Evolution of Human Life History. Santa Fe: School
of American Research Press; Oxford: James Currey,
2006. 505 pages. ISBN 978-1-930618-72-5; ISBN 978-
0-85255-170-7. (School of American Research Ad-
vanced Seminar Series) Price: £ 19.95

To a cultural anthropologist, a life history allows one
to appreciate the major events that an individual has ex-
perienced across his or her lifecycle. In contrast, to an
evolutionary biologist, a life history is a species’ evolved
trajectory of growth, development, reproduction, and
senescence. Life history traits are fundamental species
descriptors and include characteristics like growth rate,
age and body size at maturity, litter size, birth spacing,
mortality rate, and lifespan. Many features of the human
life history are unusual. Humans grow slowly and delay
reproduction until the second or third decade, greatly
stretching the period of preadult dependency. Despite
intensive investment of time and resources in offspring,
human females manage to space their births closer and
achieve higher fertility than other great apes. Human fe-
males are also unusual for shutting down reproduction
at the menopause, often several decades prior to the end
of life. Explaining how and why this unusual human life
history strategy evolved is a source of perennial debate
among biological anthropologists.

This edited volume is the output of a 2002 School
of American Research seminar devoted to this question.
A few chapters review material that is covered elsewhere,
while many are unique to this volume. All bear directly or
indirectly on how the human life history strategy evolved,
and a number of the chapters foreground one model of
human life history evolution in particular: the grand-
mother hypothesis (GMH). The GMH holds that, after
the menopause, human females contribute to reproduc-
tion indirectly by provisioning their daughters and grand-
offspring, thereby boosting the fitness of their close kin.
As the key proponent of this model, K. Hawkes argues
that the consequent evolutionary pressure for longevity
in females has been the driver of the evolution of the
human life history, and that many other unusual human
life history traits – such as our extended childhood – have
merely come along for the ride.

In addition to coauthoring the introduction (with
coeditor Richard Paine), Kristen Hawkes is an author
of the first 3 full chapters, which provide empirical,
historical, and theoretical background to the study of
life history evolution. “The Derived Features of Human
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Life History” (with S. L. Robson and C. P. van Schaik)
reviews how the human life history diverges from the
mammalian or primate template, emphasizing early ces-
sation of reproduction in females and provisioning as a
driver of higher fertility. In “Life History Theory and
Human Evolution,” Hawkes reviews the history of the
field, with coverage of seminal early contributions by the
likes of Gould’s (1977) “Ontogeny and Phylogeny.” In
the third background chapter, “Slow Life Histories and
Human Evolution,” Hawkes outlines Charnov’s invari-
ant approach to mammalian life histories, and reviews
evidence that these “assembly rules” not only apply to
humans, but beg deeper questions about what drives, and
what follows, in life history evolution. In a later chapter,
N. Blurton Jones reviews ethnographic evidence for life
history variation in hunter gatherers, and concludes that
Charnov’s model applies to humans.

In the following chapter C. P. van Schaik and col-
leagues take a different approach, as they argue for the
importance of the brain as both a driver and outcome of
the slow life history that characterizes primates and hu-
mans. They note, for instance, the correlations between
brain size and other life history and behavioral traits.
They also consider the nutritional drain of growing a
large brain, which might have favored a slower pace of
somatic growth in humans and nonhuman primates.

B. Bogin’s chapter summarizes his thinking on the
evolution of childhood as a unique human life history
stage. His chapter, and D. W. Sellen’s on primate lacta-
tion and human complementary feeding, emphasize the
reproductive benefits to the mother of weaning early:
shifting from breast milk to provisioned foods distributes
the nutritional burden of offspring across relatives and
siblings, allowing shorter interbirth interval and higher
fertility.

In their chapter, L. W. Konigsberg and N. P. Herrmann
do not discuss data of direct relevance to the evolu-
tion of human life histories. Instead they use prehistoric
skeletal sequences to walk the reader through the prob-
lems of reconstructing demographic characteristics from
these samples, with discussions of Bayesian inference
and the Rostock approach to paleodemography. In the
following chapter, R. R. Paine and J. L. Boldsen model
the life history impact of epidemic mortality during the
late Mesolithic in Western Europe, and question whether
life expectancies might have been higher prior to their
impact.

M. M. Skinner and B. Wood round out the coverage
with a helpful synthesis of the paleontological evidence
for hominin life history variation. Like many other au-
thors, they do not take a stand on any given model, but
note that it occurred in mosaic fashion with different in-
novations emerging independently during the past several
million years. They approach these questions simultane-
ously from the perspective of “lumping” and “splitting”
phylogenetic models, which are described in helpful de-
tail in appendices.

On whole, these are well-written reviews, and the vol-
ume is nicely edited and produced. The volume’s limita-
tion is that it fails to fully capture the major points of

tension within the field. Reading this volume alone, one
would not appreciate the lack of consensus, or the chal-
lenges to the GMH that have been proposed. Compared
to the tuber-based Hadza which inspired recent versions
of the GMH, male provisioning is important in forag-
ing populations that rely heavily upon hunting. Although
rich, the original Hadza data demonstrating grandmother
provisioning came from 8 women, not all of whom were
technically grandmothers. Much of the subsequent hu-
man evidence for fitness benefits of grandmaternal pro-
visioning has come from sedentary agricultural popula-
tions. In addition, some biologists do not see a need to
“explain” cessation of reproductive maturity in human
females, but instead point to evidence for constraints on
the upper age of viable follicles.

These and other perspectives continue to inspire de-
bate within the field. Here, coverage of such competing
viewpoints is fairly light. As a conclusion to chapter 4,
Hawkes rightly notes that the major models of human
life history evolution all “. . . recognize human longevity
as an evolved trait – with help from elders, not to them
– the source of the distinctive age structure of human
populations” (126; italics in original). Whether it was
specifically provisioning by grandmothers that drove the
evolution of this strategy is not settled, and I’m guessing
the advocates of competing models could muster data to
challenge some of the arguments presented here.

Despite its failure to fully live up to its title, this is cer-
tainly an excellent introduction to one prominent model
of human life history evolution. Hawkes’s overview of
the history of the field, and of Charnov’s revered but
challenging work on mammalian life histories and life
history invariants, are a great service. The contributions
by the remaining authors nicely complement this cov-
erage, even if the chapters do not always speak to the
predictions of the GMH or alternatives, or in other cases
– such as Bogin’s emphasis on provisioning by kin more
generally and van Schaik and colleagues’ focus on the
brain – propose explanations that are not entirely consis-
tent with it. As the most comprehensive articulation yet
of the GMH, this volume is certain to make a contribution
to the field and its debates. If balanced by coverage of
competing models, it would also serve as an excellent
teaching resource for graduate and advanced undergrad-
uate students. Christopher Kuzawa

Hendricks, Alfred (Hrsg.): Prärie- und Plainsindia-
ner. Wandel und Tradition. – Prairie and Plains Indians.
Change and Tradition. Münster: Westfälisches Museum
für Naturkunde, 2005. 135 pp. ISBN 978-3-924590-83-3.
Preis: € 15.90

The Westphalian State Museum of Natural History
in Münster has reopened an exhibition on Native North
Americans from the Plains and Prairie culture area, and
published an accompanying volume for this exhibition as
it has for its temporary exhibition on the Northwest Coast
(see Anthropos 102.2007/2: 622f.).

The structure of the Prairie and Plains volume is very
similar to that of the Northwest Coast book. Neverthe-
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