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Prof. Dr. Jiirgen Bolten at the first ReDICo E-Co-Conference “Lifewide Learning:
Transformations and New Connections in Postdigital Societies.” Dornburger Castles,
Jena, 1]July 2022.

First and foremost, we extend our deepest and most heartfelt appreciation
to Jirgen Bolten; a visionary whose exceptional teaching, dialogic spirit, and
innovative thinking have not only enriched our own lives, but have left an in-
delible mark on the thousands of students, scientists, and practitioners fortu-
nate enough to cross his path.
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Lifewide Learning in Postdigital Societies

Throughout ReDICo’s inaugural E-Co-Conference from 29 June to 1 July
2022, which served as the crucible for the concept of this book, we had the priv-
ilege of celebrating three remarkable decades of his department’s existence.
Jiirgen's open-minded approach has been nothing short of transformative, ig-
niting inspiration in us all. His work, which fearlessly navigates the complex-
ities of our intricate reality and revels in the art of embracing ambiguity, has
opened up fresh vistas of understanding. With this book, we aspire to share
a glimpse of his profound contributions on an international stage, as his in-
fluence, though substantial within the German discourse, deserves broader
recognition. Jirgen died after a relatively short illness in March 2023.

We are deeply indebted to the artist Akemi Paz for her boundless creativity.
Her artistic work breathed new life into conference discussions, has imbued
our series on “Studies in Digital Interculturality” with a unique ReDICo char-
acter, and helped envision the content of this book: Learning unfolds continu-
ously in our postdigital society, as we engage individually yet interdependently
with the Internet’s intricate web.

Our sincere appreciation goes out to all the authors and contributors who
participated in the conference, actively engaging in dynamic discussions dur-
ing the digital, hybrid, and analogue sessions. Special commendation is re-
served for those whose work has found a home in this inaugural volume of the
“Studies in Digital Interculturality” series. The prompt responses and dedica-
tion to refining the chapters have been pivotal in our collective endeavor.

We would also like to recognize our esteemed ReDICo colleagues, ded-
icated peer reviewers, and consultants who provided invaluable guidance
throughout the process: Milene Mendes de Oliveira from the University of
Potsdam and Roman Lietz from the University of Mainz. Additionally, we
extend our gratitude to the scientific assistants who are integral members of
the Jena ReDICo team, with a special mention of Carmen Pereyra, for their
unwavering support.

Last but certainly not least, we wish to express our gratitude to the BMBF
(German Federal Ministry of Education and Research) for their generous
funding, which has made the realization of this entire project possible. Their
commitment to advancing the field of “Intercultural Communication” on
both strategic and scientific fronts is laudable and essential for our collective
growth and development.

This book stands as a testament to the collaborative spirit and dedication
of all those mentioned above. It is through your contributions, support, and
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steadfast enthusiasm that we have been able to embark on this transformative
journey into the realm of digital interculturality.

Thanks to the publisher transcript for their receptiveness to our proposal.
We are excited to commence a potentially enduring series of captivating and
innovative interdisciplinary perspectives. This endeavor will continue to enrich
the discourse on digital interculturality and foster meaningful collaborations
among scholars, practitioners, and learners worldwide.
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