FAILLA, Donatella: Lacche Giapponesi nel !Vl.useo
Chiossone: Manuale di analisi e descnzn.one
catalografica. Genoa, 1T: Sagep Editrice 1993. (Regione
Liguria. Ufficio Musei ¢ Beniculturali) '
The lacqueur section of Edoardo Chiossone’s CO_”eCt'On
of Japanese art, now in Genoa, includes ap.prox‘lmate]y
100 picces of home furniture, a few dqzcn liturgical ar'1d
military pieces and 352 individual picees (_s:aya “Ur;)-
These range from the Tokugawa or Edo pcn'od ( 1608—
1868) to the first thirty years of the MC{JI period (1868-
1912). Dr. Failla’s catalogue begins with a chapter on
sources for her method based on an extensive blbllogra—‘
phy (p.193-197) and a second chapter on prObIems;’ ?f
distinguishing between simple, composite an‘d agng&,a ?
objects. Chapter three describes thc charact(':]rllst‘ltcztf)d
lacqueured Japanese furniture. This is .rlChl}’ 1 bUb rt cin
by photographs, period woodcuts showing the 0 J‘gh? _
context and attractive line drawings by the agthor. : dpf
ter four examines materials and techniques m’thf’ d:til
lacqueur making. A final chapter documents d'ncdr'i)c/:smof
procedures in the structuring of the data‘. (?ts .
appendices (A-G) illustrate the ff)rm§ use (L i
material, Japanese and Chinese historical CP?iNZr docs:
and examples of actual records (K). Asthe re"“:; e
not read Japanese no comments can b‘c nl;‘clnco i
accuracy of the translations. However, itcan’ gl
the rest of the work gives meticulous attcr}tlon 0 - t
From the viewpoint of classification this bo}:)l:alz: z(:s
particular interest for two micro—thcsau'n ’Whu. L
their model J.Aitchison and A.Gilchrist's dTh'C]{ai:/ith
Construction. The first thesaurus (p.52-87) fe: S .
Japanese home furnishings, is ip fac.CttC'd‘ 'Ofrinv’urcl
arranged with an alpha-numcrical notation as n g
bClOw;
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A second thesaurus covers matenal; flrll‘l('jdl:(;;d l\fxllith an
the art of lacqueur (p-l37".46).’ anr 2 below:
alpha-numerical notation as in figure
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notation applied to lacqueur techniques from Failla,
p-126.

The thesauri give a transcription of the Japanese term,
followed by a translation of the term into Italian and
English. Appendices correlate these transcriptions with
the original Japanesc ideogram. There are also short but
very useful controlled vocabularics of a) structural fea-
turesand specific aspects of morphology (p.96)illustrated
by examples (p.97) and b) ornamental structural “com-
plements” (p.98-99). A series of beautiful colour plates
(tables XXII-XXIX) illustrate the intricacies of the
lacqueur methods. The author makes the fascinating
point (p.10) that kanji is made up solely of composite
words (jukoge), whereby one term presents a determinate
theme giving the fundamental meaning, preceded by
another term which deals with the particular and differ-
entiated characteristics. Hence, kanji permits a natural
facetted structure which corresponds to both the graphic
system and the syntactic principles. Museum experts will
find numerous useful reflections concerning classifica-
tion of parts relative to the containing object. The cata-
logue is beautifully printed and illustrates admirably how
new clectronic cataloguing techniques can complement
the tools of traditional scholarship. Kim Veltman

* In the interests of intelligibility the Italian terms of the
examples have been translated into English.

Prof.K.I1.Veltman, McLuhan Program, University of Toronto,
Canada.

STRUB, Peter (Ed.): Wissensrepriisentation (Knowl-
edge Representation). Informationstechnik IT 31(1989)
No.2,p.91-170. Miinchen: OldenbourgVerlag.ISSN0179-
9738

This volume contains seven contributions on the central
theme “Knowledge Representation in Artificial Intelli-
gence” and a compilation of the basic literature on this
subject arranged by R.DECKER. In his editorial the
editor stresses that the actual objective of Al has always
been to investigate, to model on the computer and to
reproduce man’scognitive abilities and intelligentachieve-
ments, but that exaggerated expectations nourished by
expensive brochures and project proposals had wrongly
given rise to the impression that A1 systems constitute a
completely developed technology that can be put to use
without a great amount of knowledge and training. The
contributions in this thematic issue ofinformationstechnik
IT are to help correct to some extent this lopsided picture
of Al. They represent knowledge representation as a
developing, active research field of Al characterized by
various different viewpoints and approaches, a field in
which many problems still await their solution and many
controversies still need to be ironed out,

J.LAUBSCH (Towards a theory of knowledge represen-
tation) gives a brief introduction into what, in his opinion
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