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This volume intervenes in the growing field of transimperial history, 
exploring interactions across European and non-European empires 
between the mid-1800s and mid-1900s, a period of heightened imperial 
entanglement. It focuses on how actors from one empire came to know, 
interpret, and position themselves in relation to actors from other 
empires, emphasizing the role of socio-professional profiles, informal 
networks, and formal institutions. The volume is structured around three 
themes. It examines actors, including both individuals (e.g. a Chinese 
diplomat in Europe) and professional groups (e.g. journalists and mili-
tary officers). It analyzes formations of transimperial knowledge through 
diverse textual objects such as bank chops and travelogues, highlighting 
processes of commensurabilization. And it explores causes, noting how 
specific inter-imperial junctures and enabling factors¬like language 
skills and institutional access¬facilitated knowledge creation. In all,  
the volume sheds light on the concrete, situated ways in which trans
imperial knowledge was produced, mediated, and made meaningful in  
a competitive imperial world.

cyrus schayegh is Professor of International History and Politics,  
the Geneva Graduate Institute (iheid), and the author of The Middle 
East and the Making of the Modern World (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard  
University Press, 2017) and Modern Transimperial History: an Intro
duction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, forthcoming). 

david motzafi-haller, a postdoctoral fellow at the Université de  
Neuchâtel, investigates the history of the connectors¬experts, infra
structures, and intermediaries¬that operated across empires. His work 
analyzes the crucial role these mediators played in shaping the modern 
world. He has published in journals such as the Journal of Imperial and 
Commonwealth History and Humanity and is the creator and host of the 
Transimperial History Podcast.

critical, connected histories – 7 critical, connected histories – 7

Actors, Formations, Causes

Omslag CCH-07 Knowledge in MTH –  Schayegh HC.indd   2 14-10-25   10:34

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400605046 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400605046 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400605046 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400605046 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Knowledge in Modern Transimperial History

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400605046 https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.24415/9789400605046 
https://www.inlibra.com/de/page/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Critical, Connected Histories

Critical, Connected Histories is a series of works that explore unfamiliar social, cultural, 
and political issues that connect people of Asia, the Middle-East, Africa, America and 
Europe in the modern age. Building on trends in historiography that look at transnational 
flows and networks and foreground themes of circulation and connection, the series 
aims to break down artificial boundaries between regions that have long dominated tra-
ditional area studies and the discipline of history. It aims to build new ways of mapping 
these networks and journeys of people, ideas, and goods without omitting dynamics of 
power and the resilience of the state. The works in this series seek to sharpen the edges 
of such inquiries and challenge legal and imagined boundaries while examining the 
durability of their structures of power. In addition, the series cautions against the poten-
tial universalization of histories, and situates queries within different vantage points.
Multi-disciplinary in their approach, the books in this series draw from sources in 
multiple languages and media. They seek to expand our understanding and historical 
knowledge of events, processes, and movements. In denaturalizing the practices of 
historical writing, this series offers a forum for scholarship that is both theorised and 
empirically rich, and one that in particular addresses the violence and inequality of the 
modern ages as well as its promises.
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