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Preface

I did not write this thesis myself! Of course, I have signed the statement of
authorship and I can assure you that – at least in a legal sense – the follow-
ing thesis was authored, written, and reworked only by myself. However,
I have felt that many eyes were looking over my shoulder. While every
written work starts with a first word that hits the page, a first sentence that
crystallises, a first chapter that emerges, we never start from zero.

My interest in the post-Soviet space came with my grandmother’s her-
itage. Born in 1919 in a German village in today’s Ukraine, she was one
of a lucky few in her family to survive Stalin’s purges. After an odyssey
through a war-torn Europe she started her new life as a doctor in a small
Bavarian village. Unfortunately, she never passed on the gift of the Rus-
sian language to my mother, but after all it was not her mother tongue
either. The German immigrants in Ukraine had stubbornly clung to their
language, custom, and religion. Thus, German was my grandma’s native
language and I must admit that speaking Russian in a Bavarian hamlet
near the Iron Curtain at the height of the Cold War would not have
been the brightest idea. Through my grandma’s stories, however, I caught
a keyhole glimpse of this strange land that lay to the east and about
which I knew so little. Intrigued, the only thing I lacked was the key. So,
I embarked on the tedious journey of studying Russian, and started to
unlock the secrets of this mysterious region.

My grandma was not the only (imaginary) proof-reader of this thesis.
From my mother, I have inherited a passion for history and languages. She
was a teacher and – as all teachers do – she taught these subjects both in
school and at home. From my father, I learnt about the beauty of words.
His love for art and literature proved to me that language can do more
than just convey cold facts. It is a warm, breathing, living organism that
can tell a passionate story.

Hence, I would like to thank all my imaginary and actual proof-readers
for their comments. I am grateful to my family, my friends (in particular
Josef, who played a special role in all of this), and my colleagues for their
input during our discussions. Equally, I would like to thank the scholars in
this field, many of whom I have never met, but whose books, articles, and
blog posts steered me through the endless sea of information. Likewise, I
extend my gratitude to the people that I met in the course of my work
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and my travels in Russia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, and the
Baltic States, who helped me understand the similarities and differences in
the post-Soviet region. And finally, I would like to thank my supervisor,
Prof. Dr. Angelika Nußberger, who realised earlier than I that finding a
topic – this topic – was as much a matter of the heart as it was a matter of
the mind.

Yerevan, January 2020

Preface
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Transliteration

I have chosen to render the Russian sources in Cyrillic script with the
English translation in [brackets] rather than a transliteration in Latin
script. For names and places, however, I have chosen the transliteration in
Latin script. In instances where there are several versions of a transliterated
name, for example, Kiev (Russian) or Kyiv (Ukrainian), I have chosen
the transliteration according to the official local language. In the case
of disputed territories, this inexorably contains a political statement, e.g.
Donbass (Russian) or Donbas (Ukrainian), Lugansk (Russian) or Luhansk
(Ukrainian). The battlefield of semantics was especially important for the
war in eastern Ukraine. While I do not wish to bolster the ranks of these
word-warriors, for reasons of practicality I had to settle for one translitera-
tion. Dealing with the difficult questions of secession and annexation in
this thesis, however, will at least allow me to provide the legal reasoning
for my choice.

For the sake of readability, I have opted for a simplified transliteration
that does not render all the special characters of the Cyrillic alphabet.
Hence, I will refer to Pavel Felgengauer instead of Pavel Fel’gengauer,
Donetsk instead of Donets’k etc.
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