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SERIES EDITORS’ PREFACE

Since the publication of Donald McKenzie’s landmark book, 
Bibliography and the Sociology of Texts in 1986, there has been a growing 
realization by researchers and practitioners of the significance of bookish 
forms of communication—their wholeness, materiality, contexts of pro-
duction, and multiple meanings through time and space. This new series, 
Book Cultures, offers short and focused scholarly contributions to the field 
of bibliographical, media, and manuscript studies. Our books propose new 
approaches to technologies of text that contribute significantly to contempo-
rary debates: how can documents, manuscripts, printed books, and contem-
porary digital platforms and devices be regarded afresh? How can new per-
spectives on form, genre, multimodalities, and multirealities provide inno-
vative interpretations of early, modern, and contemporary textual objects 
to reveal different ways of understanding and appreciating the surviving 
historical record and, where relevant, foreground its distinctively handmade 
qualities? Book Cultures opens conversations and highlights innovative and 
creative thinking about all forms of written and illustrated communication 
from any period and any global tradition. We invite all scholars to partici-
pate in this ongoing discussion.

In this landmark contribution to Bibliographical Studies, Sargan empha-
sizes the many innovative and enlivening significances of trans and queer 
approaches to the history of the book, and especially medieval manuscripts. 
Scholars and professionals in academia, libraries, and archives will find 
much to inspire their own relationships to textual objects, both in terms 
of the material record and in the ways that this record has been received, 
categorized, and made to represent normative modes of textual generation 
and interpretation. Through case studies involving Eleanor Rykener, Jean 
d’Angoulême, and the Charters of Christ, Sargan provides both panoramic 
and forensic views of the past with a keen eye on a future that offers the 
promise of greater community and connection across time, space, and bodies.

Mateusz Fafinski
Bonnie Mak

Elaine Treharne
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