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Gekeler,,0.: Produktbeschreibung und Merkmalsordnung.
(Product description and ordering of product charac-
teristics.)

In: Intern. Classifieat. 2 (1975) No. 1, p. 2-10

Comments on an ordering system for the characteristics

of products as designed by W.M. Paass, comprising about

170 groups of characteristics. Product characteristics are under-

stood to be information characteristics of two kinds:

a) distinguishing (identifying) characteristics, facilitating the

distinction between productsand b) ,intersecting* character-

istics, those common to a number of products. In order to

meet all kinds of purposes for all kinds of products a universal

ordering system for product characteristics in postulated.
(Author)

Tomita, T., Hattori, K.: Compilation of thesaurus and total
index of ,,Nihon Kagaku -Gijutsu-Shi Taikei‘* and analysis of its
documents.

In: Intern. Classificat. 2 (1975) No. 1, p. 11-21

A thesaurus for the source books “Nihon Kagaku-Gijutsu-Shi
Taikei” (History of Science and Technology in Japan from
1850—1960) was compiled comprising 4819 keywords. The
characteristics of a thesaurus for historical documents were
analysed and names of persons, organizations, laws, geo-
graphical places, social tendencies, events and other proper
names, as well as chronological data were found important and
adopted as keywords. Natural and single words were selected
from the index of every volume (25 volumes, 32 243 words)
and arranged both in a list of loosely grouped facets of classi-
fication and in a list according to the order of the Japanese
syllabary. After compiling the total index by the thesaurus,
4627 documents were analysed with the classified keywords.
The analysed distributions of keywords well explained the
developments of science and engineering in modern Japan. Data
on the contributions of policies, laws, administrative organi-
zations, research institutes, universities, etc. for science, engi-
neering and daily life including civil and medical activities are
explained in figurcs and keyword-distribution graphs.
(Authors)

Kashyap, M.M.: Concept comprehension building in students
and the teaching of theory of library classification,
In: Intern. Classificat. 2 (1975) No. 1, p. 22-25

Stipulative definitions of the concepts ‘formal concept’,
‘technical term’, ‘concept-comprehension’, and ‘ambiguous
concept comprehension’ are given. Since the theory of library
classification is mostly concerned with formal concepts, its
teaching ought to consider an understanding of the phenomena
and concepts about relations between aspects of the phenome-
na under study. In this regard, primary and secondary concepts
are distinguished, the latter are of a higher order and presuppose

the understanding of primary concepts. The teaching process
has to take into account the mastery of prerequisite concepts
and the analytical presentation of concepts for the students
re-synthesization. The components of the concept ‘Classifica-
tion’ are used as an example for these procedures. (1.C)

Haendler, H.: Selektionsgerechte Indikation von Sachgebieten
und Sachverhalten. (Selection-oriented indication of subject-
fields and propositions.)

In: Intern. Classificat. 2 (1975) No. 1, p. 25-31

Discussion of the concepts “‘documentary informing™ and “in-
formeme” and investigation of the conditions for a selcction-
oriented indication of contents of documents. The “informeme-
theory” of Diemer is supplemented by the concepts “significan-
ce’ and “‘efficiency of information”. Since informing implies
the supply of new, so far unkown propositions, an a-priori-re-
cording of descriptors or classes for specific informemes or com-
plex concepts is impossible. Referring to the creative aspect in
the use of language (Humboldt and Chomsky), it is shown how
a description based on the principles of concept-synthesis may
be successfully applied for the representation of informemes.
Recurrent conceptual elements of endlessly changing concept-
ual structures ought to be identified and their descriptors should
be fixed. An indication of subject-fields should follow the same
principle of synthesis, since the steady change in the delimita-
tion of scientific disciplines and the formation of new fields of
research excludes an a-priori fixation of single codes for each
field. The elaboration of a faceted vocabulary for usc in interna-
tional and interdisciplinary areas may be based on the semnatic
clements which form the concepts of subject-fields, like ‘‘ob-
jects” and “‘aspects”. (Author)

Dahlberg, I.: The terminology of subject-fields.
In: Intern. Classificat. 2 (1976) No. 1, p. 31-37

So far terminological work has been mainly directed towards
defining very special concepts. The more general ones, e. g. those
denoting subject-fields have been neglected with the result that
communication on this level has been seriously hampered. There
exists a great number of such terms and also a growing trend for
the formation of new ones. In the FRG an R & D project was
started in 1972 with the collection of names of subject-fields, it
is intended to assemble their definitions in a dictionary and to
build a general concept-system by computer-comparison of their
characteristics as provided by their definitions. The nature of
subject-fields is explained, details on the German collection arc
given as well as some results from a formal analysis of t heir con-
cepts. It is proposed to initiate similar projects in other linguistic
regions as well; this could be done under the auspices of Info-
term. Concludingly some application-possibilities for a general
concept-system (e. g. a broad system of ordering) are given. The
annex displays a scheme of 9 subject arcas and about 90 sub-
areas for the sorting of names of subject fields. (Author)
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