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If you are about to complete or have recently completed a PhD in European integration
history or a related field, and would like to see your abstract published here, please
contact:

Si vous êtes sur le point de terminer une thèse de doctorat en histoire de l’intégra-
tion européenne ou dans une discipline proche et vous voulez publier un abstract de
votre travail, contactez:

Falls Sie ihr Doktorat im Bereich der europäischen Integrationsgeschichte oder
einer ihr nahestehenden Disziplin abgeschlossen haben oder demnächst abschließen
und eine Kurzfassung ihrer Arbeit veröffentlichen möchten, melden Sie sich bei:
Guia Migani:
guia.migani@univ-tours.fr

Katja Seidel:
k.seidel@westminster.ac.uk

-----

 
Lorenzo FERRARI, Speaking with a Single Voice. The Assertion of the EC as a
Distinctive International Actor, 1969-79 – IMT Institute of Advanced Studies, Lucca
Supervisors: Mark Gilbert, Johns Hopkins University; Giovanni Orsina, LUISS
Rome
Jury: Maria Elena Guasconi, University of Genova; Arlo Poletti, LUISS Rome;
Monica Claes, Maastricht University
Field: Contemporary history
Date of the exam: 09.12.2014
Contact: lorenzo.effe@gmail.com
During the 1970s, the EC's activity on the international stage considerably increased
both in terms of intensity and scope: the European Political Cooperation and the
European Council were established, recognition of the EC by almost all the world's
countries was secured, its engagement with global issues was deepened, and so on.
Overall, the EC asserted itself as a distinct international actor, endowed with a dis-
tinctive political character. This process of assertion constitutes the central object of
the thesis.

In the thesis, an extensive historical account of the EC's international activity
during the 1970s is provided. It is considered how and why the EC sought to assert
itself as an international actor, who influenced its traits as such, and how this process
was connected to other contemporary developments. In particular, the thesis focuses
on the different conceptions held by main actors involved in this process, such as for
instance the EC commissioners for external relations and the most influential national
governments. To this end, the thesis mostly relies on primary sources drawn from the
EU institutional archives and from the archives of the French and British foreign
ministries.
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The thesis moves past the traditional divide between the Community's external
policies and the EPC, considering both dimensions as well as the European Council's
international activity. Attention is paid to institutional developments (e.g. establish-
ment of EPC, admission to the UN) as well as to policy ones (e.g. development co-
operation, promotion of human rights abroad). By adopting this broad perspective,
the 1973-74 crises do not appear as an endpoint to the EC's international assertion,
as it is often depicted. However, the success of such an assertion was hindered by the
persistence of a serious mismatch between the discourse of the EC and its actual
policies: deeds often fell well short of words.

 
Claudia LESKIEN, Operation Welcome. The Municipal Politics of Consolidating
Strasbourg’s Position as European Institution Host from 1949 to 1979 – Aarhus
University
Supervisor: Ann-Christina Lauring Knudsen, Aarhus University
Jury: Christina Fiig, Aarhus University; Niilo Kauppi, Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), University of Strasbourg/University of Jyväskylä;
Emmanuel Mourlon-Druol, University of Glasgow
Field: Contemporary history
Date of the exam: 27.11.2014
Contact: Claudia.Leskien@gmx.de
The doctoral thesis is an original study investigating which local agents were active
in Strasbourg to consolidate its position as European institution host and with which
strategies they attempted to achieve this aim. It is based on archival research analysing
municipal and institutional administration documents in five archives in three coun-
tries with the mainstay of sources from the local archives of Strasbourg. Informed by
the original combination of these sources and using selected concepts of Bourdieu’s
theories, field and capital, as a heuristic toolbox, the thesis offers new information
on the institutional history of European integration. By analysing the involvement of
agents within a city with regard to the placement of European institutions, the thesis
sheds light on this understudied aspect by concentrating on the local level’s conso-
lidation efforts in the intergovernmental matter of siting institutions. It also includes
the Council of Europe (CoE) in the analysis and therefore offers insight in European
integration outside the European Communities. Therefore, it makes an important
contribution to European integration history by focusing on these aspects.

The CoE has been located in Strasbourg since 1949 and the assembly of the Euro-
pean Communities provisionally since 1952. A select group of city administration
agents, supported by various private associations, utilised various measures of hosting
parliamentarians and providing them with desirable transport and building infra-
structure to prove that Strasbourg was the best host possible in view of the ongoing
competition with other prospective and provisional European Community host cities,
such as Brussels. An overarching element to all three themes was to demonstrate that
Strasbourg had a European mission that would make it eminently suitable to house a
European institution. Thus, local agency in this matter and related issues of accele-
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rated infrastructural development were important aspects of institution and city his-
tory in the light of European integration.

 
Eric O’Connor, Democracy in the Dark: The Origins of Popular Participation in
European Unity, 1949-1975 – University of Wisconsin-Madison
Supervisor/Jury: Laird Boswell, Mary Louise Roberts, Suzanne Desan, Nils Ringe,
and Daniel Ussishkin, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Field: Contemporary history
Date of the Exam: 18.08.2014
Contact: eric.oconnor@eui.eu
This dissertation constructs an original history of democracy in European unity. Ap-
plying historical methods to a field dominated by social scientists, it provides an
intellectual and empirical foundation to one of the most critical topics in today’s
European Union (EU). Centring on European federalists and their foils, this transna-
tional study analyses European officials and voters as they considered if, or how, to
incorporate voting or other aspects of democracy into the process of European unity
before the inaugural 1979 European Parliament elections. It is an exploration of the
fluctuating idea of democracy in European unity, a discursive study of supranational
democracy’s changing meaning, and an archival-based history of rarely-studied
democratic experiences during the EU’s earliest years. As such, it interprets how
officials and voters in key EU member states envisioned democracy outside the
bounds of the nation state, as well as investigates numerous unofficial local referen-
dums and elections on European unity from Breisach, West Germany in 1950 to
Beckenham, Great Britain in 1971.

This study relied upon archival research in many state and political party archives
in Germany, France, and Great Britain, including personal and organizational records
from Europa-Union Deutschland, the Council of European Municipalities and Re-
gions, Altiero Spinelli, Jean Monnet, Fernand Dehousse, Michael Foot, Walter Hall-
stein, Guy Mollet, and others across Europe. The chapters examine competing inter-
pretations of post-war liberal democracy at both the national and supranational levels,
the movements for and against direct elections to a European parliament starting in
1949, and local, national, and transnational voting on the topic of European unity
until the 1975 United Kingdom national referendum. Bridging for the first time the
scholarship of post-WWII transnational political reconstruction and EU democracy
studies, this work reveals that the strange, often criticized type of democracy that
many associate with today’s European Union is a legacy of the contested attempts to
stabilize politics in the original EU member states after fascism. This dissertation
therefore argues that the EU was a central component to the reimagining and reim-
plementation of liberal parliamentary democracy in Western Europe after WWII.
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Oana Maria ALBESCU, Ethics in contemporary international business – Babeş-
Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca
Supervisor/jury: Vasile Pușcaș, Babeș – Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca (super-
visor); Nicolae Păun, Babeș – Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca; Radu Danciu, Dim-
itrie Cantemir University of Cluj-Napoca; Ludovic I. Bathory, George Bariţ Institute
of History, Romanian Academy of Cluj – Napoca; Mircea Maniu, Babeș – Bolyai
University of Cluj-Napoca.
Field: International Relations and European Studies
Date of Exam: 18.12.2014
Contact: oanaalbescu@yahoo.com
In the globalized, post-westphalian world, we are witnessing the acceleration of
global interdependencies and the multiplication of transnational actors, as major
players in the International System. The PhD research had the objective to analyze
the level of implementation and development of corporate social responsibility in
Romania. The present research aims to contribute, through the theoretical and
methodological panoply of the proposed tools, to a better understanding of ethical
business strategies and also to contribute to the encouragement of debates related to
the importance of a sustainable business behavior – critical for the profit of the com-
pany and also for the communities’ benefits. The research brings an innovative aspect
in the study of International Relations, through the presentation and analysis of the
new tendencies of corporate social responsibility and the business solutions for the
sustainable development of the societies. One of the major conclusions is that the
new business tendencies define the “social contract” between multinational corpo-
rations and the societies they operate, the long term strategies for the sustainable
development of business and communities. We also found that corporate social re-
sponsibility is a long-term partnership between society and companies, which, in
order to develop business operations, need social legitimacy in communities. The
research is qualitative, using interviews, case studies and the documentations and
analysis of a taxonomy of reports: European and international reports, multinational
companies’ reports related to corporate social responsibility, business ethics and cor-
porate governance.

 
Ramona Alexandra ROȘU, The asymmetric interdependence and the internatio-
nal mediation in the European Union – Babeș – Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca
Supervisor/jury: Vasile Pușcaș, Babeș – Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca (super-
visor); Nicolae Păun, Babeș – Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca; Mihaela Fodor,
Dimitrie Cantemir University of Cluj-Napoca; Silviu Totelecan, George Bariţ Insti-
tute of History, Romanian Academy of Cluj – Napoca; Ovidiu Pecican, Babeș –
Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca
Field: International Relations and European Studies
Date of exam: 18.12.2014
Contact: ramona.a.rosu@gmail.com

178 PhD Theses – Thèses de doctorat – Doktorarbeiten 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0947-9511-2015-1-175 - Generiert durch IP 216.73.216.43, am 14.03.2026, 18:26:28. © Urheberrechtlich geschützter Inhalt. Ohne gesonderte
Erlaubnis ist jede urheberrechtliche Nutzung untersagt, insbesondere die Nutzung des Inhalts im Zusammenhang mit, für oder in KI-Systemen, KI-Modellen oder Generativen Sprachmodellen.

https://doi.org/10.5771/0947-9511-2015-1-175


The increase of asymmetric interdependence within the EU – which manifests itself
not only in the economic area – is intrinsically explosive and this situation may
heighten the prospect of economic and political conflicts within integrated systems.
The focus of the present study is the core of the politics on interdependence, namely,
the management of asymmetric interdependence, in the context of the EU. As inter-
dependence intensifies, the Member States of the Union are subjected to a severe test
due to the asymmetric distribution of power. The thesis aimed to demonstrate that a
synthetic theoretical approach, based on the conjunction between institutionalist and
constructivist approaches, on different levels of the international structure would offer
a more inclusive and more comprehensive perspective on political outcomes in the
framework of systemic approaches to international relations. We argued that this
synthetic vision is in fact compatible with two fundamental positions in the field of
ICR (International Conflict Resolution) which were frequently considered to be in a
relation of opposition: conflict settlement and conflict transformation. Thus, one of
the arguments of this study is the fact that in the conflict resolution processes, two
types of approaches are needed: the causal neoliberal approach and the constitutive
socio-constructivist approach. Therefore, among the policy instruments that serve to
resolve conflicts and preventive diplomacy, smart mediation is the most operative
version because it incorporates both types of approaches. We also examined the
management of the fundamental disagreements between Member States of the EU,
which occurred in the seemingly benign environment of interdependence, in decision-
making processes under conditions of the Community Method and the Intergovern-
mental Method. We found that the two procedures co-exist at different levels in the
decision-making processes and that, in both contexts, the inefficiency of disputes
management produced problems which remained unresolved, with ominous conse-
quences for the European integration process.
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Föderalismus in historisch 
vergleichender Perspektive
Band 1: Der Bundesrat 1867-1919 – 
ein biographisches Handbuch

Von Joachim Lilla

2014, 708 S., brosch., 128,– € 
ISBN 978-3-8487-1549-7
(Institut für Europäische Regional forschungen – 
Institute for European Regional Research, Bd. 20)
www.nomos-shop.de/23423

»Als Nachschlagewerk ermöglicht die Dokumen-
tation erstmals den biographischen Zugriff  auf 
alle Bevollmächtigten und stellvertretenden Be-
vollmächtigten zum Bundesrat. Auf breiter, über-
prüfb arer Datenbasis erarbeitete Joachim Lilla 
ein umfassendes ‚Wer war Wer‘ jener Exzellenzen, 
die nicht im Lichte der Öff entlichkeit agierten…«

Martin Schumacher, ifb .bsz-bw.de November 2014

Föderalismus in historisch 
vergleichender Perspektive
Band 2: Föderale Systeme: Kaiserreich – 
Donaumonarchie – Europäische Union

Herausgegeben von Gerold Ambrosius, 
Christian Henrich-Franke und Cornelius 
Neutsch

2015, 373 S., brosch., 74,– € 
ISBN 978-3-8487-2146-7
(Institut für Europäische Regional forschungen – 
Institute for European Regional Research, Bd. 22)
www.nomos-shop.de/24453

Der Band bietet Beiträge zum Föderalismus in 
der Habsburger Doppelmonarchie, im Deut-
schen Kaiserreich, in der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland und in der Europäischen Union.  

Föderalismus in historisch 
vergleichender Perspektive

Bestellen Sie jetzt telefonisch unter 07221/2104-37
Portofreie Buch-Bestellungen unter www.nomos-shop.de
Alle Preise inkl. Mehrwertsteuer
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