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Books before print – manuscripts – were modified continuously 
throughout the medieval period. Focusing on the ninth and 
twelfth centuries, this volume explores such material changes 
as well as the varying circumstances under which handwritten 
books were produced, used and collected. An important theme is 
the relationship between the physical book and its users. Can we 
reflect on reading practices through an examination of the layout 
of a text? To what extent can we use the contents of libraries to 
understand the culture of the book? The volume explores such 
issues by focusing on a broad palette of texts and through a 
detailed analysis of manuscripts from all corners of Europe.

Erik Kwakkel teaches at Leiden University, where he directs the 

research project ‘Turning over a New Leaf: Manuscript Innovation 

in the Twelfth-Century Renaissance’. Rosamond McKitterick is 

Professor of Medieval History at the University of Cambridge. 

Rodney Thomson is Emeritus Professor at the School of History 
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This volume explores the production and use of medieval 
manuscripts that contain classical Latin texts. Six experts in the field 
address a range of topics related to these manuscripts, including 
how classical texts were disseminated throughout medieval society, 
how readers used and interacted with specific texts, and what these 
books look like from a material standpoint. This collection of 
essays also considers the value of studying classical manuscripts as 
a distinct group, and demonstrates how such a collective approach 
can add to our understanding of how classical works functioned in 
medieval society. Focusing on the period 800-1200, when classical 
works played a crucial role in the teaching of grammar, rhetoric, 
and dialectics, this volume investigates how classical Latin texts were 
copied, used, and circulated in both discrete and shared contexts.

Contributions by Robert Gary Babcock, David T. Gura, Erik 
Kwakkel, Irene O’Daly, Mariken Teeuwen and Rodney Thomson.

Erik Kwakkel is Associate Professor in palaeography at Leiden 
University Centre for the Arts in Society and Principal Investigator 
of the nwo-funded research project ‘Turning Over a New Leaf: 
Manuscript Innovation in the Twelfth-Century Renaissance’. 

‘Again, this is a well-edited volume of engaging, innovative and 
path-blazing papers. The book represents an impressive contribution 
to scholarship on a variety of medieval topics as well as a number 
of classical authors and texts.’  a idan keally conti , Associate 

Professor Linguistic, Literary and Aesthetic Studies, University of Bergen, Norway
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Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Book Culture

This series presents studies related to medieval manuscripts and early 
printed books. The scope is broad and includes the production and use 
of these books, their readers, and their physical appearance. An emphasis 
of the series is to discuss material features of the objects and to do so in 
relationship to the cultural-intellectual context of the period.
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Preface

The essays in this volume are devoted to the production 
and use of the Latin classics between 800 and 1200. As with 
the previous books in this series, the manuscript, both as 
an object on the desk of the scribe and in the hands of the 
reader or editor, informs the overarching perspective from 
which the studies engage with their material. The essays 
by Irene O’Daly, Mariken Teeuwen, and Rodney Thomson 
are expanded and revised papers read during the colloqui-
um ‘Writing the Classics’, organised by my research project 
‘Turning Over a New Leaf: Manuscript Innovation in the 
Twelfth-Century Renaissance’ on 3 September 2013 in collab-
oration with Leiden University Library. The essays of David 
Gura and Robert Babcock were written specially for this vol-
ume, and I wish to thank both authors for their generous 
contribution. My own essay, which springs from a discovery 
made in Leiden University Library in the fall of 2012, was 
also specially written for this volume. I wish to thank Leiden 
University Press for their continued help and encouragement 
in expanding the ‘Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Book 
Culture’ series and Jenny Weston for copy-editing the essays 
in this third volume.

EK–8 December, 2014
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Abbreviations

BAV	 Vatican City, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana
Bodleian	 Oxford, Bodleian Library
BIU	 Bibliothèque Inter-Universitaire, Section Médecine
BL 	 London, British Library
BM	 Bibliothèque municipale
BnF Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de France
BPL	 Leiden, Universiteitsbibliotheek, Bibliotheca Publica Latina
BSB	 Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
CUL	 Cambridge, University Library
PL	 Patrologia cursus completus, series latina, ed. J.P. Migne (Paris:

Migne etc., 1884-65)
SB Stiftsbibliothek
UB	 Universiteitsbibliotheek 
VLF	 Leiden, Universiteitsbibliotheek, Vossianus Latinus Folio
VLO	 Leiden, Universiteitsbibliotheek, Vossianus Latinus Octavo
VLQ	 Leiden, Universiteitsbibliotheek, Vossianus Latinus Quarto
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