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Current debates on Jerusalem have been so mysti-

fied by the nature of ideological claims put forth by 

Israelis, Palestinians and the world community, that 

we forget that before the war there was an ›ordi-

nary‹ city called Jerusalem, and that it was divided 

by communities, neighbourhoods, ethnicities (of 

various nationalities), as well as by class. The reli-

gious identity of the city, and its sacred geography 

has since permeated all our conception of the city to 

the detriment of understanding its worldly charac-

ter.  

(SALIM TAMARI 1999: 2) 

 

 

The human is placing the place not is the place plac-

ing the human. 

(AUS DEM INTERVIEW MIT BRUDER MACARIUS) 
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