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Michael Roth
EU Enlargement Policy – Anchor for Stability or a Hope Unfulfilled? How We Can
Hold On to the Dynamic of the Enlargement Process

Although EU enlargement policy is of utmost strategic importance for the European
Union, it is not being shown the necessary attentiveness by the European public, which
has its eyes set on internal crises. This has created the impression amongst the West
Balkan partner states that they are no longer welcome. In this backdrop, this article details
which concrete proposals have been submitted by the German federal government to
strengthen the enlargement dynamic. It underscores the importance of West Balkan states
to the European project in that they have a clear membership perspective, insofar and as
soon as they fulfil the necessary criteria. When this is to be the case, depends fundamen-
tally on their own efforts. In this regard, lessons were drawn from past rounds of EU en-
largement, and the strategy of accession negotiations was reworked accordingly. In Ser-
bia’s example, the pros and cons of the adapted enlargement strategy are illustrated.

Katrin Böttger
The EU-Russia Relationship: A Look Back and Forward in the Context of the
Ukraine Crisis

The relationship between the European Union and Russia has reached a new low in the
course of the ongoing Ukraine crisis. The question of how Europe should behave in this
crisis vis-à-vis Russia is still under debate between politicians and academics. But in view
of its significance to European and international politics, the question of how to form a
middle- and long-term concept for the EU-Russia relationship must be posed today. In
order to provide recommendations to this effect, we have need not only of an analysis of
the relationship and current trouble spots as they stand, but also of common interests.
Alongside potential solutions, a review of cooperation opportunities between the European
Union and the Eurasian Economic Union is also needed.

Eva Mareike Schmitt and David Kabus
The EU as an Actor Promoting Liberalization in the World Trade Organization

The article raises the questions whether the European Union can – according to its own
claim – profile itself as a liberalising force in the WTO, and if the Union can enforce its
specific interests in the WTO agenda setting. Special focus is put on agriculture negoti-
ations, merchandise trade, services, the so called Singapore Issues and development. The
analysis displays the Union’s heavy engagement in all concerned policy fields; however,
liberalisation efforts vary and the European Union was not particularly successful in bring-
ing about its positions in policy fields of special interest to the Union. The results shed a
critical light on future negotiation successes in the WTO, given the fact that the Union – as
one of its most relevant actors – is therefore likely to commit itself to diverging agree-
ments in the future.
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Peter Becker and Ronny Müller
The Force of the Crisis – the Reform of the European Structural Funds

The deep crisis in the euro zone influenced the recent reform of European cohesion policy
for the funding period 2014–2020. The policy has to obey the constraints of tight budgets.
The Commission reacted to this challenge by implementing new instruments to increase
efficiency and effectiveness. This was accompanied by a double change of meaning and
function: (1) having been the traditional policy of multi-level governance in the European
Union, in which the role of member states has been limited by the Commission and the
regions, the reformed policy today shows slow centralisation tendencies and, consequent-
ly, a strengthening of the EU institutions at the expense of room to manoeuvre for the re-
gions. (2) The European Structural Funds seem to become more and more the financial
instrument to pursue the European economic and employment policy objectives; the clas-
sical cohesion and convergence objectives increasingly are being replaced by the object-
ives of the European growth and jobs strategy, Europe 2020.
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Wie stabil ist die Europäische Union? Wird sie 
die schwerste Krise seit ihrer Gründung unbe-
schadet überstehen oder muss ein neues Inte-
grationsmodell an ihre Stelle treten? Die Ant-
worten auf diese drängenden Fragen hängen 
von der Belastbarkeit ihrer rechtlichen Grund-
ordnung ab. In diesem Sonderheft der EURO-
PARECHT unterziehen namhafte Experten des 
In- und Auslandes die Kernbereiche des euro-
päischen Verfassungsrechts einer kritischen 
Überprüfung. Die Ergebnis geben zu weiterem 
Nachdenken Anlass.  
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In den zwanzig Jahren seit Einführung der Uni-
onsbürgerschaft erhielten die Unionsbürger 
durch die dynamische Rechtsprechung des 
EuGH einen umfassenden Anspruch auf Gleich-
behandlung und Zugang zu Rechten, die bislang 
eigenen Staatsangehörigen vorbehalten waren. 
In zehn Beiträgen werden zunächst die Grund-
lagen und die Konzeption sowie der Kerngehalt 
der Unionsbürgerschaft dargestellt und darauf 
aufbauend die soziale, die politische und die 
rechtsstaatliche Dimension der Unionsbürger-
schaft analysiert.
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In einem stetig wachsenden Europa wird das 
Konzept der Vielfalt immer komplexer. Um 
 einen Zugang zum Phänomen „Vielfalt“ zu 
 bekommen, ist es wichtig, ihre Auswirkungen 
auf so unterschiedliche Themen wie das „An-
derssein“, die interkulturelle Debatte, Koopera-
tionsmodelle und verschiedene kulturelle und 
geographische Projekte zu untersuchen.  

In englischer Sprache.
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Von Dr. Sophie Wulk
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Die Studie untersucht Maßnahmen Europäi-
scher Bildungs- und Hochschulpolitik hinsicht-
lich ihrer Rolle und Relevanz für die Europäische 
Außenpolitik und macht die Interdependenzen 
beider Politikfelder zum Gegenstand.
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