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Sergei Akopov is Professor of Political Science and International Relations at

the Higher School of Economics of the National Research University in St. Pe-

tersburg. He holds a doctoral degree from the Institute of Philosophy of the

Russian Academy of Science and conducted post-doctoral work in Sweden,

Denmark and Hungary. His current fields of interest include Russia’s identity

and ontological security in world politics, intellectual history, transnational

intellectuals, and ‘politics of loneliness’. Among his latest publications are:

(2020) ‘Russia’s ‘fortresses of solitude’: Social imaginaries of loneliness after

the fall of the USSR.’ Social Science Information. 59(2): 288-309; (2019) ‘The con-

cept of “Russian Europeans” in an Anti-War Film “The Cuckoo”’. In: U.Hamen-

städt (ed),The Interplay Between Political Theory and Movies: Bridging Two Worlds.

Berlin: Springer: 63-78.

Mustafa Aksakal is the scientific coordinator of the Research Training Group

‘World Politics’ at the Faculty of Sociology of Bielefeld University. In his habil-

itation project, he focuses on the multi-level analysis of the relation between

the international migration of highly-skilled people and inequalities. He also

works on the methodologies of migration research. He has co-edited and co-

authored several works on the policies and processes of the Asian-European

migration system as well as on migration and crisis in Latin America.

Mathias Albert is Professor of Political Science at Bielefeld University. He has

published widely on world society, globalization, International Relations’ the-

ory, youth studies and polar research. His latest book publications include:

(2016) A Theory of World Politics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; (ed

with A.F. Lang) (2019) The Politics of International Political Theory, London: Pal-

grave Macmillan; (with K. Hurrelmann et al.) (2019) Jugend 2019. 18. Shell Ju-
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gendstudie, Weinheim: Beltz; (ed with T. Werron) (2021)What in the World? Un-

derstanding Global Social Change, Bristol: Bristol University Press.

Michael Auer is Assistant Professor of German Studies and Comparative Lit-

erature at the LMU in Munich. He is currently acting full professor there.

He conducted research on the discourse of planetarity maps in the No-Mans-

Land between literature, international law, and the history and theory of tech-

nology. His publications include (2013)Wege zu einer planetarischen Linientreue?

Meridiane zwischen Jünger, Schmitt, Heidegger und Celan, Munich. Fink; (2014)

‘Präfigurationen des Planetarischen: Ernst Jünger, Gayatri Spivak und die ty-

pologische Lektüre‘. In: C. Moser and L. Simonis (eds): Figuren des Globalen.

Weltbezug undWelterzeugung in Literatur, Kunst und Medien. Bonn: Bonn Univer-

sity Press: 73-84.

Aziz Elmuradov obtained his PhD as a member of the Research Training Group

‘World Politics’ at Bielefeld University. He studied International Relations,

Diplomacy, Peace and Security Studies. His research covers Russian foreign

policy, relations between Russia and the EU, and political processes in post-

Soviet space. His current research interests include political sociology, histor-

ical sociology, and most recently political psychology.

Lucy Gasser is a lecturer in Anglophone Studies at the University of Potsdam.

She obtained her PhD as a member of the Research Training Group ‘Minor

Cosmopolitanisms’ there. She also holds aMasters degree from the University

of Cape Town and has taught at universities in South Africa and Germany. She

is one of the founding editors of pocolit.com, a bilingual platform for post-

colonial literatures, and has published on world literature and postcolonial

studies.

Cornelia Giebeler is professor for theTheory andMethodology of Social and Ed-

ucational Sciences at the University of Applied Sciences Bielefeld. She holds

a PhD in sociology and is interested in feminism, childhood, decolonial and

transformative processes, indigenousmovements, strangeness experiences in

Global Social Work, and research epistemology/methodology. She conducted

projects in Venezuela,Mexico, Chile and Ecuador, including ‘The womenmer-

chants of Juchitán, Mexico’, ‘Social pedagogics in Latin America’, ‘Kitas des

buen vivir in Ecuador’, and ‘Entangled Americas – migration processes in

Mexico’. Her latest publications include: (ed with I. Cornejo) (2019) Prójimos.

Envisioning the World: Mapping and Making the Global
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Prácticas de investigación desde la horizontalidad. Mexico City and Bielefeld: UAM

Mexico and FH Bielefeld; (ed with C Rademacher and E Schulze) (2013) Inter-

sektionen von race, class, gender, body. Opladen: Barbara Budrich.

Sandra Holtgreve is a doctoral researcher and a member of the Research Train-

ing Group ‘World Politics’ at Bielefeld University. She studied SocialWork, So-

ciology, and Inter-American Studies. Her doctoral research concerns knowl-

edge sociology and Social Work education. The project analyses the consoli-

dation of knowledge of post- and decolonial theory in Social Work curricula

in Germany, Mexico, and Ecuador. Her main interests include Social Work

education in a global world, in organizational aspects of universities, theo-

ries in sociology and in Social Work, as well as the diffusion and dynamics of

scientific knowledge and theories in the social sciences and humanities.

Marc Jacobsen is a doctoral researcher and a member of the Research Train-

ing Group ‘World Politics’ at Bielefeld University. He currently works on his

dissertation on ‘anti-Semitism in world society’.The project analyzes modern

Jew hatred as a specific form of observing globalization based on anti-Jewish

conspiracy myths. His research interests also include nationalism, globaliza-

tion, and (early) critical theory.

Karlson Preuß is a doctoral researcher and a member of the Research Training

Group ‘World Politics’ at Bielefeld University. He studied Sociology, Philoso-

phy, French Philology and Comparative Constitutional Law. Working at the

interface of legal sociology, legal history and historical sociology, his doctoral

research concerns the mutual influences of jurisprudence and sociology since

the late 19th century.

Yasin Sunca obtained his PhD as a member of the Research Training Group

‘World Politics’ at Bielefeld University, in a joint degree with the University of

Ghent. His work intersects international historical sociology, revolutionary

politics, radical political theory, and conflict analysis/transformation with a

geographical focus on West Asia. He has published in the fields of nation-

alism and peace. Previously, he advised European institutions and NGOs on

the relations between the EU, Turkey and the Kurds. He currently co-leads a

research agenda on the decolonial practices of peace at the DEMOS research

association (Ankara).
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Gladys Vásquez is a doctoral researcher at Bielefeld University and a member

of the Research Training Group ‘World Politics’. She studied Social Sciences

and History with a major in Andean Studies and Latin American history. She

was an associate lecturer of Critical History at the Universidad Peruana de Cien-

cias Aplicadas and conducted research for private and public institutions in

various cultural and academic projects. Her doctoral research focuses on the

construction of international relations in Spanish America at the beginning

of the 19th century.

Tobias Werron is Professor of Sociological Theory at Bielefeld University. His

main research interests include competition, nationalism and globalization.

Among his recent publications are: (2020) ‘Global publics as catalysts of

global competition: A sociological view’. In: V Huber and J Osterhammel

(eds), Global Publics. Their Power and Their Limits, 1870-1990). Oxford: Oxford

University Press: 343-66; (2018) (together with Jelena Brankovic und Leopold

Ringel) ‘How rankings produce competition. The case of global university

rankings’. Zeitschrift für Soziologie, 47(4): 270-88; (2018) Der globale Nationalis-

mus, Berlin: Nicolai Publishing.
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