
Religion in 
Representations of Europe
Shared and Contested Practices

Media and Religion | Medien und Religion | 8

Stefanie Knauss | Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati [Eds.]

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Media and Religion | Medien und Religion 

edited by | herausgegeben von

PD Dr. Anna-Katharina Höpflinger 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München
Prof. Dr. Stefanie Knauss 
Villanova University, USA
PD Dr. Marie-Therese Mäder 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München
Prof. Dr. Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München

Volume 8 | Band 8

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Shared and Contested Practices

Stefanie Knauss | Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati [Eds.]

Religion in  
Representations of Europe

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


ISBN	 978-3-8487-7445-6 (Print)
978-3-7489-1450-1 (ePDF)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN	 978-3-8487-7445-6 (Print)
978-3-7489-1450-1 (ePDF)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Knauss, Stefanie | Pezzoli-Olgiati, Daria
Religion in Representations of Europe
Shared and Contested Practices
Stefanie Knauss | Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati (Eds.)
392 pp.
Includes bibliographic references.

ISBN	 978-3-8487-7445-6 (Print)
978-3-7489-1450-1 (ePDF)

1st Edition 2023 
© The Authors
Published by 
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3 – 5 | 76530 Baden-Baden 
www.nomos.de
Production of the printed version:  
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3 – 5 | 76530 Baden-Baden

ISBN	 978-3-8487-7445-6 (Print) 
ISBN	 978-3-7489-1450-1 (ePDF)
DOI https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
– Non Commercial – Share Alike 4.0 International Public License.

Cover Image:
Europe a Prophecy, William Blake, 1794 (printed in 1821), relief etching, colour printing, 
hand colouring, watercolour, pen and red ink, touched with gold, on paper,  
23.4 x 16.9 cm, The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge (P.127-1950) 
© The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the 
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data 
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

Onlineversion
Nomos eLibrary

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


In memory of 
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Larcher (1946–2022) 

Wonderful mentor and supporter of the study  
of the arts, media and religion

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


7

Table of Contents

Acknowledgements� 9

Introduction
Religion in Representations of Europe
Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati and Stefanie Knauss� 11

Part I 
Representations of Europe through the Centuries�

Mapping Britain’s View of Europe
The Theological Cartography of the Anglo-Saxon Mappa Mundi
Sean Michael Ryan	�  37

The Road to Nowhere?	�
A Critique and a Re-imagining of Religion in Europe  
in Sir Thomas More’s Utopia
Ann Jeffers	�  65

Pieter Bruegel’s Tower of Babel
A Multivalent Symbol of Europe and the EU
Natasha O’Hear	�  85

Eating What We Are, Being What We Eat
Visualisations of Food Regulations in Europe through Time
Natalie Fritz and Paola von Wyss-Giacosa	�  111

Part II 
Imagining Europe from the Outside	�

European Matter and Mughal Spirit
Imaging Europe in Early Modern Mughal Painting
Alberto Saviello	�  145

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


8

Table of Contents

The »Buddhisation« of Europe	
A Tibetan Account of Europe in the Early 19th Century
Dolores Zoé Bertschinger 	�  167

An American Religion in Europe
How Latter-day Saints’ Temples Communicate a Worldview  
of Sublimity and Separation
Marie-Therese Mäder	�  195

Part III 
Contemporary Practices of Representing Europe	�

Imagining Europe across Borders
A Religious Studies Approach
Alexander Darius Ornella	�  221

Public Memory under Construction
Exploring Religion in the House of European History in Brussels
Carla Danani and Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati	�  251

»To Be the Soul of Europe«
Images and Metaphors in Pope Francis’s Vision of Europe
Baldassare Scolari	� 289

Representing Europe in a Children’s Book
Values between Commonalities and Demarcation
Verena Marie Eberhardt	�  313

The Band Lordi as Rock ’n’ Roll Angels
Staging Religion in the Eurovision Song Contest
Anna-Katharina Höpflinger	�  335

Festivals of European Film and Their Image of Europe
Religious Complications
Stefanie Knauss	�  351

Authors	�  389

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


9

Acknowledgements

This book results from the close, dedicated cooperation between scholars 
and institutions. We thank all the members of the International Exchange 
on Media and Religion who shared their research projects during two work-
shops held in Munich and then agreed to write the chapters collected in this 
volume. Our special thanks to Dr. Sean Michel Ryan and Luise Merkert for 
their fine attention to detail and invaluable contributions to the preparation 
of the manuscript. We are also grateful to Villanova University and the Lud-
wig Maximilian University of Munich for their support of the production of 
this volume. Finally, we thank Beate Bernstein, Tamara Kuhn and Sebastian 
Zoller from Nomos Verlag for their support and assistance. 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783748914501-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

