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The research project ,,TRIANGLE - Blickwechsel in EU/German-Turkish
Relations Beyond Conflicts — Towards a Unique Partnership for a Con-
temporary Turkey?” was a cooperation between the Centre for Turkey
and EU Studies (CETEUS) at University of Cologne and the Middle East
Technical University (METU) in Ankara. The aim was to scrutinize the
EU/German-Turkish relations. By adopting a distinct academic approach,
the relations’ institutional architecture as well as the dominant narratives
were assessed. The aim of this comprehensive analysis was to identify
possible turning points — a “Blickwechsel” — that might sustainably change
the EU/German-Turkish relationship.

Between 01.01.2017 and 31.12.2020 the project was funded by the Blick-
wechsel Programme of the Stiftung Mercator. This programme explored
different aspects of current Turkish society, economy, and politics. In five
scientific projects researchers at German universities worked together with
their Turkish cooperation partners.

“Blickwechsel” is a term that cannot be directly translated and which
contains a double meaning;: it stands both for eye-contact and for a change
in perspective. The programme wanted to contribute to a dialogue across
national borders, disciplines and the spheres of academic and non-academ-
ic public.

The exchange of knowledge and insights created a new perspective on
Turkey and, at the same time, on Germany; it is only through the interplay
of both perspectives that a comprehensive picture can be realised.

Within the programme, Stiftung Mercator funded the academic exami-
nation of Turkey in Germany and, simultaneously, interconnectedness of
both countries in the areas of research and teaching.
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