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ABSTRACTS

The Sovereignty of States and the New Role of the United Natlons Securlty Councll

By Jost Delbriick

The first part explains the international lex /aÍ a concerning the protection of state

sovereignty 3nd the legal restrictions to which sovereignty has been subjected over the last

several decades. The main focus of ttris part is the recognition of sovereignry as a basic

principle of the intemational communiry within and outside of the United Nations (arr 2(2)

UN Charter) and the meaning and scope of t}re prohibition of interventions by ú re UN into

the domestic affairs of member statcs under art. 2(7) tIN Charter. The author concludes that

in view of Úre intemationalization of the protection of human rights, ttre principle of non-

intervention has been increasingly narrowly construed by the Security Cormcil and the

General Assembly. The second part is devoted to a description of future intemational and

domestic conflict scenarios, primarily involving grave human rights violations, likely to

demand international action.The third part outlines the mears of action available to the

organized international community and tries to indicate the legal criteria for and limitations

on lawful intervention by the international community in the type of scenarios described.

The author concludes that the Security Council should play a more active role and that, at

the sarne time, intemational law provides for sufficient legal restraints on Security Council
actions in order to maintain adequate protection for the sovereignty of staÍ es affected by

such actiors.

Report of the Austrian Legal Fact-Finding Delegation to Chinaffibet in July 1992

By F el'a Er nacora and W olfu ang B enedek

kr July 1992, an Austrian delegarion of legal experts was given the opportunity to visit
Peking and Lhasa Tibet, to inquire into the situation of human rights in Tibet and to study

the relevant legal system of China. It was the only delegation of this kind in 192. The

repoÍ t by Ermacora and Benedek, after giving a historical account of t}re Tibetan question,

deals with the general aspects of human rights in the Tibetan issue, the question of
independence of Tibet and the treatment of Tibetans as a minoriry nationality including the

issue of autonomy as well as a number of human rights like freedom of religion, fair fial
and right to education. The relationship between the rule of law and human rights in China
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