
Acknowledgements 

At the end of a long, occasionally exhaustive, yet always fulfilling and eye-opening schol

arly journey, it is time to express my heartfelt gratitude to the people that have paved the 
way for me with their precious support over the years. First and foremost, I want to thank 
Professor Dr. Eun-Jeung Lee for her valuable guidance and mentorship throughout my 
doctoral journey. From the very start, Professor Lee encouraged me to proceed with this 
project unperturbed by challenges that my research topic inevitably posed. I am grate

ful that she accepted me – back then a relative outsider in the world of Korean Studies 
– as her mentee. Without her continual backing, this dissertation would not have been 
possible. Second in line is Professor Dr. Sabine Kropp, to whom I owe a great amount of 
gratitude, as she has accompanied and supported my academic journey since the time 
when I was still a PoliSci Master’s student. Her helpful comments, her enthusiasm for 
academic excellence, and also her kindness have greatly benefited my work and life as a 
Ph.D. student. I thank the Cusanuswerk for generously supporting my research with a 
scholarship and for providing a great environment in which I was able to grow personally 
and academically. 

During my fieldwork stay in Korea, Professor Dr. Kim Hyun Mee graciously served 
as my mentor at Yonsei University, for which I would like to express my sincere thank

fulness. With her unparalleled expertise in the field of gender studies in Korea, and as a 
courageous researcher, she has become a role model for me, and I am sure, for countless 
other students as well. One of her students, Siwoo, is a great researcher himself. He of

fered me invaluable cues for my own research endeavors. Also, I have deep admiration 
and respect for his activist bravery. I would like to express a special thanks to Professor 
Dr. Cho Hyo-Je, an excellent and, at that, warm-hearted human rights expert, whose pre

cious comments and suggestions have been of immense value to the general layout of my 
study. Discussing my work, and particular my theoretical framework with Dr. Christoph 
Michael has not only been enjoyable but also a great asset for my progress. I am lacking 
words to express how grateful I am for Christoph’s support. The same is true for another 
friend, Dr. Michael Navratil, who with his outstanding academic astuteness has always 
been an inspiration for me. 

In general, I have been incredibly lucky to have friends who have given me moral and 
practical support whenever needed. I hope that I will be excused for not being able to 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839477069-003 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839477069-003
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


16 Hendrik Johannemann: Opposing Desires 

mention all of them here. Carla and Manu, without our weekly writing sessions, there 
would have been far less progress, and fun in my doctoral life. To Carla I owe Gramsci. 
I could not thank her more for having introduced to me this eminent political thinker. 
Chanil and Aekyung, I am so grateful for your support and our friendship. I have greatly 
benefited from our discussions on Korean politics and society, and from your help before, 
during, and after fieldwork, even at short notice. Speaking of fieldwork: Gwendolyn, our 
noraebang sessions have been lifesavers. I am incredibly thankful for our friendship and 
mutual support. The same goes for my other friends and (former) colleagues from the 
Graduate School of East Asian Studies and from the Institute of Korean Studies: Lenard, 
Shoko (the best office mates ever), Marina, Bin, Mei, John, Beth, Marie, Eva, Nakako, 
Junsang, Seunghwan, Marla, Eunseo, Suhon, Francis, Daniela, Irene – to mention just a 
few. I am especially grateful to Dr. Kim Eun-Hee, Dr. Holmer Brochlos, and their team 
for instilling in me not only the love for the Korean language, but also a deep interest in, 
and fascination for Korean culture, society, and politics. The list of gratitude, however, 
is not complete without mentioning Dr. Katrin Gengenbach. I am very grateful for her 
perpetual support and for being a great person! And also outside the academic bubble in 
the narrow sense, so many fabulous friends have been of great assistance to me: Mara, 
Mirjam (together we have faced challenges that are perhaps even greater than those of 
a Ph.D. thesis), Lisa, Yeji, Philipp, Roland, Simon, David, Mareike, Kathrin, Marcel – 
the list could go on infinitely. Finally, I thank my partner Philip for his love, for always 
being there for me, and for the continuity of affection that is so crucial in an ever-dy

namic world. Last but not least, I want to express my deep-felt gratitude to my family, 
and especially to my parents Helga and Bernhard Johannemann, for their support and 
love throughout my life. I dedicate this dissertation to these two great people, but I have 
also written it in honoring memory of Pastor Lim Borah. 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839477069-003 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839477069-003
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

