
Book Reviews 

FUGMANN, Robert (Ed.): Tools for Knowledge Organi­
zation and the Human Interface. Proceedings First Inter­
national ISKO Conference, Darmstadt, 14-17 August 1990. 
FrankfurtiM: INDEKS Verlag 1990/91 .  2 vols.279+280 
p., ISBN 3-88672-020-9, 021-7; = Advances in Knowled­
ge Organization, Vols.l and 2 (ISSN 0938-5495) 
This first conference of ISKO (International Society for 
Knowledge Organization) was attended by some 200 
experts from 23 countries. The second was held in New 
Delhi 1992 and the third is planned for Copenhagen in June 
1994. European-based but global in scope this new orga­
nization is striving for an integration of the conceptual 
approaches of classification and indexing research with 
linguistics, with artificial intelligence research, and with 
oti1er, related disciplines. The forum for tl1e organization is 
the journal International Classification which has just 
changed its name to Knowledge Organization. This jour­
nal is important to the reader of this review as it contains 
tilC most complete access to the content oftl1e proceedings. 
In the 1991-2/3 issue, under the title "The Navigational 
Index", a three-part index to the proceedings (alphabetic 
subject, systematic, and basic) appears. Vol.2 of tile pro­
ceedings contains only a name and alphabetical subject 
index with examples of the two other indexes. Handy to 
know about is the availability oftl1is three-part index on an 
MS-DOS diskette in tile format of WORD' or LIDOS' at 
DM 25.- As tile editor suggests, and this reviewer empha­
sizes, "The diskettes also provide Iree text search possibi­
lities and are recommended for further studies". It is a 
shame that the publisher did not see fit to include tile text 
of all the papers on diskette as well as the present form is 
a somewhat confusing presentation of the conference. The 
reason for this is the pre-publication of about half of the 
papers in volume 1 with a contents page showing all of 
them (with the notation that some are represented only by 
an abstract given at tilO end of the title rather than with the 
page number), followed by a newly paginated volume 2 
with a contents page showing those papers in volume 1 ,  
e.g., I :  146 and I : 155 within Workshop F whero the other 
two papers are on page 134 and 145, respectively. Working 
between the two volumes to recreate this session is not easy 
because of the slippery cover to the volumes. These arc 
minor handicaps when the reader is as interested as this 
reviewer in the'workshop's theme: 77leSallrtl� issues. Per­
haps for future conferences tile ISKO Secretariat will 
consider full text in electronic form for both tile papers and 
tile index. This would allow for greater access to the papers 
long past the conference if they were mounted in OPACs 
around the world. AilOther problem would also be overco­
me if this were done. Markers within the (ext of the papers 
could be placed to link papers together by their mention of 
tlle same system (e.g., ORACLE), the same person (e.g., 
Ranganathan), or the same subject (e.g., Controlled voea: 
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bularies), thereby providing the linkages that are now 
missing. This could foster greater interaction among the 
autilOrs and the readers of these texts in the future. 
Thisreviewerhasused valuablespacein this review on the 
above bccauseitis such an importantconferencc, touching 
on topics that need wider dissemination ti1an is normal for 
the content of conference proceedings - transparency of 
and navigation in an information supply, irrespective of 
the kind and patils chosen. If high quality information 
supply is the goal, then it should start Witl1 the publication 
of such items as this eonference. The editor and publisher 
arc to be lauded for the attempts in this regard and I hope 
readers of this review will order the Navigational Index at 
least and show their colleagues how to enhance access to 
this form of literature. 
Now to the content of the conference. 111Crc were nine 
plenary papers, almost all the persons well known to tile 
field of classification and indexing, for example, Hildretil, 
Gilchrist, Vickery, Hjerppe, Markey Drabenstott. Someof 
these were personal research reports, but others attempted 
to set the pffce for work in knowledge organization when 
the human interlace was the focus. The lollowing twelve 
workshops, each with fonr (two with three) papers, cove­
red such topics as algorithmic text analysis, terminology, 
knowledge organization by universal systems, knowledge 
organization in special systems, thesaurus issues, online 
retrieval, hypermedia, retrieval technologies, and inde­
xing. Many of the auti10rs are known to the ASIS-SIG/CR 
and FIDICR memberships, but there are others less well 
known who have done very interesting work in museums, 
with economic facts, corporate information, biomedical 
databases, with BBKlLBC, UDC, and CC. The linguists in 
two sessions covered new developments in associative 
word recognition, faceted structures, term equivalence in 
several languages and related topics. 
Taken as a whole there is no doubt ti1at ISKO in its first 
conference did achieve an integration of conceptual ap­
proaches of classification and indexing research with lin­
guistics and related disciplines. 'TIle Secretariat and Execu­
tive Board are to be commended. 

Pauline (Atherton) Cochrane 
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TYCHOSON, David A. (Ed.): Enhancing Access t,o In. 
formation: Designing Catalogs for the 21st Century. 
New York: ,Haworth Press 199 1 .  243 p., ISBN 1-56024-
219-1 
This volume has also been published as Cataloging and 
Classillcation Quarterly, Vo1.13, Nos.3/4, 1991 .  It brings 
together fourteen papers which highlight where improve­
Tfl,cnts must be made in online library catalogs tp. ensure 
their uselillness in the future. The editor, in his paper, 
reviews past problems and preseiltsolutions, including the 
return ofjournalindexing to the catalog, linkingreferenccs 
with holdings, authority control, linked systems, and and 
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