
Climate Justice
Ethical Aspects and Policy Aspects

Bartmann | Halsband | Schapper

Ethik in den Biowissenschaften – Sachstandsberichte des DRZE	 | 26

Herausgegeben von Dirk Lanzerath | Marius Bartmann | Aurélie Halsband

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Ethik in den Biowissenschaften – Sachstandsberichte des DRZE

Im Auftrag des 
Deutschen Referenzzentrums für Ethik  
in den Biowissenschaften

Herausgegeben von  
Dirk Lanzerath, Marius Bartmann und Aurélie Halsband

www.drze.de

Band 26

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Climate Justice
Ethical Aspects and Policy Aspects

Marius Bartmann | Aurélie Halsband 
Andrea Schapper

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


This publication is funded by the North Rhine-Westphalian Academy of Sciences, 
Humanities and the Arts as project of the Academy Program of the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the state of North Rhine-Westphalia.
The first part of this expert report (I. Climate Justice: Ethical Aspects) contains 
results achieved within the project Practical Challenges of Climate Change: 
Intergenerational Justice and Freedom (PRACC), which is funded by the Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research under the grant number 01GP2206A.

Copyediting: Marius Bartmann and Aurélie Halsband

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the 
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data 
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

	 978-3-495-99378-1 (Print) 
978-3-495-99379-8 (ePDF)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN	 978-3-495-99378-1 (Print)
978-3-495-99379-8 (ePDF)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Bartmann, Marius | Halsband, Aurélie | Schapper, Andrea 
Climate Justice
Ethical Aspects and Policy Aspects
Marius Bartmann | Aurélie Halsband | Andrea Schapper  
136 pp.
Includes bibliographic references.

ISBN	 978-3-495-99378-1 (Print)
978-3-495-99379-8 (ePDF)

1st Edition 2023 

© The Authors

Published by 
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3 – 5 | 76530 Baden-Baden 
www.nomos.de

Production of the printed version:  
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG 
Waldseestraße 3 – 5 | 76530 Baden-Baden

ISBN	 978-3-495-99378-1 (Print)
ISBN	 978-3-495-99379-8 (ePDF)

DOI	 https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 
4.0 International License.

Online Version
Nomos eLibrary

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Contents

Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Climate Justice: Ethical Aspects . . . . . . . . . . . .I. 13

Climate Change and Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1. 13
Introduction: The Circumstances of Justice . . . . .1.1 13
Climate Justice: Distributive, Intergenerational,
International, or Global? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1.2
16

Utilitarianism, Economics, and Discounting . . . . .1.3 21
Procedural Justice and Feasibility . . . . . . . . . . .1.4 25
Justice and Recognition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.5 30

Climate Change and Intergenerational Justice . . . . . . .2. 34
Introduction: Three Conceptions of 
Future Generations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2.1
34

Five Challenges for Intergenerational 
Climate Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2.2
39

The Conceptual Change Challenge . . . . . .2.2.1 39
The Non-Existence Challenge . . . . . . . . .2.2.2 42
The Non-Reciprocity Challenge . . . . . . . .2.2.3 46
The Non-Identity Challenge . . . . . . . . . .2.2.4 49
The Responsibility Challenge . . . . . . . . .2.2.5 54

Climate Change and Distributive Justice . . . . . . . . .3. 59
Introduction: Scope, Currency, and Pattern of
Climate Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3.1
59

Justice in Emissions: Allocating Emissions
Entitlements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3.2
64

Emissions Grandfathering: Past Emissions as
Baseline for the Distribution of Future
Emission Shares . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3.2.1

65
Emissions Egalitarianism: Equal per capita
Distribution of Emissions Entitlements . . . .

3.2.2
67

5

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Emissions Sufficientarianism: Prioritizing the
Distribution of Subsistence Emissions . . . . .

3.2.3
69

Emissions Prioritarianism: Distributing
Emissions to Promote Equality in Benefits . . .

3.2.4
71

Justice in Burdens: Distributing the Costs of Climate
Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3.3
73

Polluter Pays Principle (PPP) . . . . . . . . .3.3.1 74
Beneficiary Pays Principle (BPP) . . . . . . .3.3.2 76
Ability to Pay Principle (APP) . . . . . . . . .3.3.3 78

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Climate Justice: Legal, Institutional and Policy
Aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

II.
89

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1. 89
Principles of Climate Justice in 
Governmental Agreements and Policies . . . . . . . . . .

2.
92

International Agreements . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.1 92
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) . . . . . . . . .

2.1.1
92

Kyoto Protocol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.1.2 94
Paris Agreement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.1.3 97

Regional Agreements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.2 99
The United Nations and Climate Justice . . . . . . . . . .3. 101

Mitigation, Adaptation, and Loss and Damage . . . .3.1 102
Mitigation Policies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.1.1 102
Adaptation Policies . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.1.2 107
Loss and Damage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.1.3 110

Sustainable Development and Climate Justice . . . .3.2 112
New Institutional Developments . . . . . . . . . . .3.3. 114

The Climate Justice Movement . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4. 117
Moderate vs. Radical: The Climate Justice Movement
Inside and Outside the UNFCCC Negotiations . . . .

4.1
118

Climate Justice Demands in 
UNFCCC Negotiations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4.2
121

Contents

6

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Climate Justice and Litigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5. 122
Landmark Climate Litigation Cases . . . . . . . . .5.1 122
The Future of Climate Litigation . . . . . . . . . . .5.2 124

Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6. 126
References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

Contact Details . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Contents

7

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495993798-1
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

