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Foreword

Why another book on space law? This is a very legitimate question. There
are many good books on the market, which range from a depiction of space law
from the early days of space-law making to the present day. This book repre-
sents an attempt to portray space law in a handy form and to provide the reader
with the essential tools to understand the legal framework of human activities
in outer space. With this, it is hoped that this work will complement the other
treatises on space law in a welcome way.

Born out of the experience of my teaching in Beijing, Beirut, Cologne, Gu-
jarat, Dhaka, Paris, Pretoria, Sofia, Vienna and Warsaw where I am regularly
engaged, I thought it may be useful to draft something based on the relevant
technological and scientific background of space law and to describe the history
of space law and its central concepts in a concise way. In doing so, emphasis was
given to describing the general legal picture in as complete a way as possible
rather than following each argument of the discussion in full depth. The entire
book thus is an attempt to highlight the “grand dessin” of the legal framework
for human activities in outer space.

The endeavor to write a book of this caliber requires helping hands. First and
foremost, I would like to thank my assistant Ms Rada Popova who, with her in-
depth knowledge and extreme dedication as well as her enthusiasm, was very
helpful in the process of writing and completing this book from the beginning.
Regarding the technical part, namely the astrophysical details, Dr. Christian
Fromm, University of Frankfurt, has conducted the necessary checks, which I
gratefully acknowledge. Finally my secretary, Ms Daniela Scholz, has typed up
the entire manuscript with her usual diligence. Student assistants Ms Hanna
Keller, Mr Jonathan Badstieber, Mr Niklas Kaupert, Ms Lara Gräwe, Mr Michel
Küppers, Ms Lisa Schöttmer and Mr Julian Zaschke also assisted in proofread-
ing the text. It is, however, important to mention that I alone take full responsi-
bility for any flaws and inaccuracies.

The book is dedicated to the memory of my parents who with their love laid
the basis for everything. Unfortunately, I cannot undertake the promised trip to
the Moon hotel with them anymore.

Critical and constructive comments can be directed to Stephan Hobe, Insti-
tute of Air Law, Space Law, and Cyber Law, University of Cologne, Albertus-
Magnus-Platz, 50923 Köln, stephan.hobe@uni-koeln.de.

Cologne, February 2019 Stephan Hobe
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“To confine our attention to terrestrial matters
would be to limit the human spirit.”

Steven Hawking
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