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Irving, H. B. (1997). Computer-assisted indexing
training and electronic text conversion at NAL.
Knowledge Organization 24(1). p.4-7. 3 refs.

The Indexing Branch of the National Agricultural Library
(NAL) has launched a project to move from their tradi-
tional one-on-one method of training novice indexers to a
computer-based, largely self-directed training program.
CAIT, the Computer-Assisted Indexing Tutor, has been de-
signed to standardize, streamline and improve the quality of
indexer training. In addition, to support the increased need
for all NAL indexers to more fully utilize microcomputers
for indexing production, the Branch investigated the “rein-
vention" of paper versions of frequently used indexing tools
as electronic references. (Author)

Riggs, F. W. (1997). Onomantics and Terminology
(Part IV): Neologisms, neoterisms, meta-terms,
phrases, and pleonisms.

Knowledge Organization 24(1). p.8-17. 10 refs.

Parts I to III of this series have examined the terminology of
Terminology by contrast with the vocabulary of Onoman-
tics and identified some of the differences and difficulties
revealed by a close study of ISO-1087, the most important
glossary for terininologists. Part IV, finally, offers a specula-
tive explanation of these problems. My central hypothesis is
that an aversion to neologisms ~ especially newly coined
words - impedes the introduction and acceptance of new
concepts. The pressure for standardization of terminology
compounds this difficulty. There are three kinds of neolo-
gisms: 1. newly coined words (neoterisms), 2. phases com-
posed of familiar words (phrasal tags) and 3. familiar words
for which new meanings have been stipulated (meta-terms).
Neologisms in the form of phrases containing familiar
words are often found in /SO 1087. Some perplexing ambi-
guities in /SO 1087 occur when new meanings are stipulated
for familiar words, creating terminological metaphors
("meta-terms") that are often obscure. Such meta-terms
abound in the terminology of Terminology. Increased will-
ingness to accept well-formed new words (neoterisms)
would greatly simplify the development of a more adequate
terminology for Terminology. The use of pleonasms is rec-
ommended as a technique to overcome ambiguity by link-
ing familiar words having new meanings (meta-terms) to

new words for the same concepts (neoterisms) and as a sim-
ple way to facilitate the introduction of such neoterisms.
(Author)

Satija, M. P. (1997). The future and revision of Co-
lon Classification.
Knowledge Organization 24(1). p.18-23. 21 refs.

The Colon Classification (CC) was first published by its
founder, S.R. Ranganathan, in 1933. Since then it has un-
dergone seven revisions, the most recent being 1987. Al-
though it became India’s de facto national classification sys-
tem, it is falling into disuse, and its perpetuation as a viable
system is currently jeopardised. The author identifies a
number of reasons for this trend. For example, the CC lacks
the institutional support that benefits other modern systems
such as the DDC, UDC, and LCC. The author offers a
number of specific suggestions for preserving and revitalis-
ing the system. (Author)

Essers, J. and Schreinemakers, J. (1997). Nonaka’s
subjectivist conception of knowledge in corporate
knowledge management.

Knowledge Organization 24(1). p.24-32. 11refs.

In recent years management and business studies have wit-
nessed the emergence of a new field of activity, named cor-
porate knowledge management (CKM). The primary goal
of this management discipline is to enhance and improve
the use of knowledge as a corporate resource in organiza-
tions. Theoretical and practical initiatives in this area of
management, however, have met with some difficulty re-
garding the conception of knowledge that should guide
these efforts. This paper critically examines the contribu-
tion of Nonaka (1994) to this conceptual problem. While
we support Nonaka’s reasons for choosing a subjectivist
epistemology in this managerial context, we argue that he is
seriously misguided with regard to the philosophical and
managerial ramifications of his choice. Consequently, we
doubt whether Nonaka’s views can serve as a successful
paradigm for corporate knowledge management. (Authors)
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