
1. Introduction

1.1 Context and Significance

This book brings together two main fields of interest: communication stud-

ies and gender studies. It explores the relationship between power structures

and the notion of agency among Syrian women during the recent conflict in

Syria. The book poses questions on gender politics in the context of displace-

ment, conflict, the body, and the nation. Its significance lies in its attempt to

reconcile critical media theory as myriad and productive with the theoretical

concepts on subjectivity, power, performativity, neoliberalism, and humani-

tarian governance.

Methodologically, the book introduces a research project that employs an

inductive approach and uses a critical discourse analysis of Arab television

news. Considering each television station’s sociopolitical views and media

ownership structures, I examine 32 television news reports aired between

Jan 9, 2012 and Sept 27, 2018, from seven leading Arab television news sta-

tions: SAMA, SANA, Syria Al Ikhbariah, Al Jazeera, Al Arabiya, Al Aan, and RT Ara-

bic. I explore how the dominant media discourses in the news discursively

represented the experiences of women during the Syrian conflict. In the Arab

television news, these experiences are frequently addressed in the context of

the four main concepts: violence, vulnerability, resilience, and resistance.There-

fore, in order to recover the meanings, the news producers give to the prac-

tices of representation, I propose a theoretical framework that provides a

thorough understanding of the four main concepts and the social, political

and cultural meanings they have in the context of the Syrian conflict.

By tracing the practices of representations in the news reports, the book

exposes how the figure of the Syrian woman in television news was con-

structed in five dominant media frames:
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18 Between Violence, Vulnerability, Resilience and Resistance

a) Women as a source of shame

b) Women as victims of their previous imprisonment

c) Females as destined child brides

d) Women as the neoliberal subject

e) Women as mothers of the nation

I draw a connection between the television media frames and the cultural

meanings and language disseminated in the media narratives; I then use this

connection to trace the hegemonic discourse in the news reporting.

The hegemonic discourse is traced by examining how the production of

themessagewas carried out by seven different procedures ofmedia reporting:

a) The circulation of shame

b) Stigmatizing the female victim

c) De-humanization by misrecognized female desire,

d) Sentimental de-politization,

e) Strategic silencing

f) De-historicization

g) Nationalizing the female body

By presenting these findings, I expose how the Arab television news natural-

ized the suffering and precariousness of Syrian women during the conflict,

on the one hand, andmisrepresented and/or ignored their agentive attempts,

on the other hand.The findings also show how the Arab television news either

glorified the Syrian women’s agency by depicting them as strong and resist-

ing subjects fighting in the war or represented them as hopeless victims to

the widespread outbreaks of violence and social and economic injustice dur-

ing the conflict. I tackle those dichotomous images by situating this work in

relation to previous work from the media, gender, and cultural studies disci-

plines. I use Judith Butler’s concept of vulnerability and resistance as a main

starting point for my research and borrow Michel Foucault’s ideas on dis-

course, power, governmentality, and the subject, as well as Saba Mahmoud’s

thoughts on reading agency beyond liberal politics.

In defining a conception of vulnerability, Judith Butler (2016) compares

masculine and feminine ideals. She observes how the ‘masculinist’ model of

acquiring agency is implied and practiced when one attempts to overcome a

perceived vulnerability. Butler asserts that this ‘masculinist’ model should be
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challenged, positing that effective resistance comes frommobilizing vulnera-

bility rather than overcoming it. By way of example, mobilizing vulnerability

could take the form of a vulnerable subject purposefully walking through dark

streets, thereby acknowledging and confronting the possibility of harm. This

exposes the subject to risks, biopolitical threats, and violence. Despite this,

the subject insists on moving, crossing borders, and defying checkpoints and

controls. In this way, mere existence becomes a manifest act of resistance.

This same conceptualization explicates how, during times of conflict, vul-

nerability is directly tied to infrastructure. Both infrastructure itself and re-

sistance to infrastructural challenges may take myriad forms: In the case of a

single mother who has become displaced in a foreign country along with her

children, resistance may include demands for clean water, the right to work,

a safe shelter with a locking door, a running toilet, or education for her or her

children.

The representations of these realities within the context of the Syrian con-

flict were vastly perpetuated by Arab television news. Given this context, what

captures my interest is the manner in which Arab television news construct

the subjects’ experiences or struggles during this violent conflict and how they

were represented, framed and communicated in relationship to power, gen-

der, and class. Throughout the scope of this research project, I have looked at

what has been perpetuated and reproduced in the Arab television news and

what has been left unreported and decontextualized from the socio-political

circumstances the subjects inhabit.

I address these questions and challenges by pointing towards the com-

plexity of the notion of agency among different groups of Syrian women and

how it has been articulated in the dominant media discourses through the

intersection of media logic, gender logic, and war logic. Rather than limiting

the analysis to whether the news reports represented the figure of the Syrian

women through stereotypical gender roles or provided realistic depictions of

their experiences, this book complicates notions of power, subjectivity, and

agency circulating within and around the television images. Thus, the ques-

tion of the subject’s agency is always at the center of the news report analysis,

as I examine how relations of power operate through the television represen-

tations of the subjects.
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1.2 A Brief History of Television News in the Arab World

A significant factor to consider when analyzing news coverage from Arab tele-

vision news is the presence of a unique television media landscape that in-

volves diverse media ownership structures.

Until the 1990’s, “mass media in the Arab world were still vastly censored

by authoritarian regimes. Arab television stations suffered from a lack of cred-

ibility among viewers, who perceived broadcasting as a ‘mere’ propaganda

machine for the ruling elite” (Sakr, 2007, p. 10). In this context, the ruling

elites are the Arab regimes. Gunter and Dickson (2013) asserted that:

“[ArabTelevision] broadcasterswere subservient to government information

ministries... TV was conceived as a national resource that could be utilized

for the betterment of the nation. Most TV services were funded entirely by

governments and were in consequence seen as an extension of them” (p. 4).

 

Today, the television media landscape looks different; it is now characterized

by a more diversified range of television broadcasters that operate outside

or with less government control. Although government-controlled television

broadcasting services remain in operation, the launch of Al Jazeera in 1996

changed the entire television media landscape (Kraidy, 1998). Financed by

Sheikh Hamad bin Khalida Al Thani, Al Jazeera was the first pan-Arab televi-

sion station to bring “proper investigative journalism” in the Arab world (Sakr,

2007). It was considered a pioneer for introducing “concepts like democracy

and human rights…and demolishing social, political and religious taboos”

(Miles, 2017). It also “drastically pushed back the boundaries of free speech”

(Miles, 2017).With themotto “The opinion and the counter-opinion,”Al Jazeera

is known for its vast coverage of wars and its criticism of Arab regimes (Kraidy,

2002).

For instance, when the war in Iraq broke out in 2003, Arab audiences

across nation states were able to watch the bombing of Baghdad and the

live portrayal of human causalities through the lens of Al-Jazeera rather than

those of CNN.1 For the first time, 24-hour coverage of the war was being pro-

vided from a pan-Arab perspective, and Arab audiences did not have to rely on

1 English-speaking television news outlets from foreign countries, such as CNN (USA),

BBC (UK), and RT (Russia) have all created an Arabic-speaking version of their news

services to appeal to Arab audiences.

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839459591-003 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839459591-003
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


1. Introduction 21

Western television broadcasting to get live updates on the escalating events

(Mauer, 2013). Al Jazeera became a game-changer, as Arab audiences became

acclimatized to a different type of news coverage. This eventually led to the

emergence of more privately owned as well as transnationally operated Arab

television stations (Gunter & Dickson, 2013, p. 5). For instance, pan-Arab tele-

vision stations, such as Al Arabiya and Al Aan, were founded after Arab Gulf

States “recognized these wider audiences’ needs and relaxed some editorial

controls allowing these services to enjoy greater freedom” (Gunter & Dickson,

2013, p. 6).

Another significance of Al Jazeera was its introduction of political and so-

cial talk shows that discussed a wide range of topics such as social taboos and

women’s rights in the Arab world.The station’s “given financial resources and

regulatory freedom” made it possible to “foster an open debate of difficult is-

sues [and] enhance civil society in the Arab world” (Gunter & Dickson, 2013,

p. 11). This gave Al Jazeera global recognition, as it was able to compete with

other major western news broadcasters.

However, after the outbreak of the Syrian conflict, Al Jazeera received crit-

icism from journalists and its former employees for providing unfair and bi-

ased coverage of the conflict. Its political agenda became fundamentally sup-

portive of the Free Syrian Army. It also started providing a biased coverage of

the war, favoring the Islamists in Syria while demonizing the Syrian govern-

ment. This led many Al Jazeera staff member to resign (RT News, 2012).

A number of academic studies have shown that Al Jazeera’s news produc-

tion tends to “embrace sensationalism,” as it “uses glossy production formats

to stand out from other Arab news broadcasters” (Ayish, 2002; Falk, 2003;

Gunter & Dickson, 2013 p. 12). However, the same holds true for Al Arabiya, a

for-profit news network that partly relies on advertising revenue to operate

(Pavlik, 2016). Al Arabiya, a major competitor of Al Jazeera (Cablegate, 2012),

operates from Dubai and is funded by “the brother-in-law of Saudi Arabia’s

King Fahd, with additional investment from Lebanon’s Hariri Group and in-

vestors from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and other Gulf countries” (Najjar, 2018).

This indicates that different political elites finance the pan-Arab television

station.

Another Arab news station is Al Aan, which is based in Dubai Media City.

The station is under the ownership of a holding group called Tower Media,

and it is known to be targeted to Arab women. It is politically leaning against

the Syrian regime and is supportive of the United Arab Emirates government

(Sakr, 2007). With the start of the Syrian conflict, the UAE became a vocal
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opponent of Hezbollah and Iranian leaders (the political allies of the Syrian

regime), as it stood “firm with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia against Iranian

attempts to interfere in the internal affairs of the Arab States’ (United States

Institute of Peace, 2015; from Almezaini & Rickli, 2017).

Al Jazeera, Al Arabiya, and Al Aan are not predominantly perceived as gov-

ernment propaganda mouthpieces for the Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and UAE gov-

ernments respectively, but rather as pan-Arab television stations that try to

appeal to diverse set of Arab-speaking audiences. Arab news stations, such as

SANA, Syria Al Ikhbariya, and SAMA, are considered less pan-Arab television

stations and more regime propaganda tools. For instance, the television sta-

tion SANA (the Syrian Arab News Agency) is the state-owned Syrian television

station operated by the Assad regime. It was established in Damascus in 1965

and “is linked to the Ministry of Information” in Syria (Web.archive.org, 2011).

SAMA and Syria Al Ikhbariyah are regime-controlled and essentially reinforce

regime policies and report positively on the government performances. Syria

Al Ikhbariya is known to be loyal to the Syrian president Bashar al-Assad (Her-

ald Sun, 2012). As for SAMA, this television station started broadcasting in

Damascus in 2012 and is the “sister channel of Addounia TV,” a “mouthpiece of

the Syrian government” (Dunham, 2011).

Another Arabic-speaking television news station relevant to this research

project is RT Arabic. It is a television station “controlled by the Russian state

and funded by the federal tax budget of the Russian government” (Atlantic

Council’s Digital Forensic Research Lab, 2018). It was launched in 2005 un-

der the name of Russia Today and reports on international news in English,

Spanish, French, German, Arabic, and Russian. Due to its funding source,

RT reports with biased journalistic standards of Russian government nar-

ratives (Benkler, Roberts & Faris, 2018). Throughout the Syrian conflict, the

Russian government has supported the Assad regime politically, contribut-

ing with military aid, as well as launching a direct military involvement in

the proxy war in Syria (Charap, Treyger, & Geist, 2019). This gives RT Arabic’s

news coverages of the Syrian conflict greater significant to the research topic

at hand.

Furthermore, it is important to note that the financing source is not the

only factor that influences news production. Recent studies have shown that

television media discourses on armed conflict are heavily relying on non-gov-

ernmental organizations (NGOs) for news sources. This gives humanitarian

workers present on the ground the role of the reputable experts who are able

to provide immediate updates on the situation. At the same time, news outlets
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are able to receive information without having to send their own journalists

to dangerous war zones. The increased dependency on humanitarian organi-

zations to acquire information on the latest events in war zones and refugee

camps may influence and shape the public media discourses (Meyer, Sanger,

& Michaels, 2017).

Therefore, this research project not only looks the at media ownership

of the television stations: it also acknowledges how the growing reliance on

NGOs and other experts has influenced the television news coverage of the

Syrian conflict.

1.3 The Syrian Conflict as a Case Study

What renders the case study of the Syrian conflict a significant one to tackle is

the plurality of international actors and regional interests within it, as well as

the changing gender realities lived by the internally and externally displaced

Syrian communities.

The Syrian conflict began with the 2011 uprising. By late summer 2012, it

had escalated into a violent proxy war (Rogers, 2012). The conflict is consid-

ered one of the most devastating battles in recent history. Between 2012 and

2013, it caused “about half of all war casualties around the world” (Dupuy &

Rustad, 2018). Many powerful regional and international players are involved.

The main national fighting actors are the Syrian regime, the Islamic State of

Iraq and Syria (ISIS), as well as the Syrian Opposition armed groups that in-

clude the Free Syrian Army (FSA), and Islamic brigades, such as Harakat Ahrar

al-Sham al-Islamiyya, Jeish Al-Islam, Liwa al- Tawhid, Al Nusra Front (Alsaba

& Kapilashrami, 2016). Each actor, unique in its military structure, holds dif-

ferent political views and goals. Moreover, each actor has a different coalition

with an international player, who is also a regional power in the proxy war.

Alsaba and Kapilashrami (2016) explain the complexity and plurality of these

coalitions:

“... Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia, ... continue to be main sponsors of the

fighting actors and [they] use substantial religious and sectarian discourses

to justify political involvement. This intersection between ideologies is

resulting in a fanatic discourse, which impacts trends of violence in general

and against women in particular. In addition to the regional support to

the Opposition armed groups, international support comes from the USA,
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France and theUK... In addition, the Syrian government depends on regional

parties like Hezbollah, and Iraqi and Iranian militias, and internationally

mainly on Russia... The Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD), and the

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) have entered the conflict scene more

recently...” (p. 6).

This demonstrates how the Syrian conflict is unstructured in nature and has

a plurality of international actors and regional interests acting within it.

Granted, the conflict led to intensified levels of violence and a huge

number of displacements in the Syrian population (Roger, 2012). “More than

95,000 Syrians have disappeared since March 2011” (The Independent, 2018),

while many Syrian women and men continue to flee from areas that were

and continue to be dominated by violence. There has been an increase in

“torture and acts of sexualized violence committed against women, men,

and children in Syria” (Unmüßig, 2016). These “systematic acts of torture are

committed inside prisons” by the Assad regime, while anti-regime groups

and ISIS members have committed “sexualized violence against women…as

one of the main forms of torture” (Unmüßig, 2016). Other brutal war tactics

of gender-based violence include “military sexual slavery and forced prosti-

tution” (Alsaba & Kapilashrami, 2016, p. 5). These tactics are used as tools of

political repression. Hence, violence against women is being normalized in

Syria, along with forced recruitments by militias, forced early marriages, and

forced detentions (Alsaba & Kapilashrami, 2016, p. 7).

Themainstreammedia tend to represent these forms of violence as a uni-

form experience among all women in Syria. In reality, however, women living

across diverse Syrian regions controlled by different fighting groups such as

the Syrian regime, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), and the Syr-

ian Opposition armed groups, are experiencing violence differently (Szanto,

2016). For example, women living in geographical areas controlled by ISIS are

facing enforced disappearance, abduction, and enslavement (Alsaba & Kapi-

lashrami, 2016, p.10). On the other hand, women living in Kurdish controlled

areas are forced into military recruitments, while women living in those con-

trolled by Syrian opposition have to live under the oppressive ideological doc-

trines of certain militant groups and are forced into marriages and other ar-

rangements (Alsaba & Kapilashrami, 2016, p. 12). In general, Syrian women

caught in the conflict continue to be perceived as assets and treated as com-

modities in conflict zones, at checkpoints, and in detention centers (Alsaba &

Kapilashrami, 2016, p.10).
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After many Syrian communities became displaced in the countries bor-

dering Syria, an increase in child marriage cases has been recorded (El Arab

& Sagbakken, 2018). A study by the Norwegian Refugee Council (2019) showed

that:

“In Jordan…12 per cent of registered marriages involved a girl under the age

of 18. This figure had risen to 18 per cent in 2012, 25 per cent in 2013 and 32 per

cent by early 2014. In Lebanon…41 per cent of young displaced Syrianwomen

between 20 and 24 years were married before they turned 18. Given that

manymarriages are unregistered, these figuresmay, in fact, be understating

the actual rates” (Høvring, 2019).

Moreover, internally displaced Syrian girls inside Syria are very likely facing

the same problems; however there has been “limited data about the situation

inside the country” (Høvring, 2019). All these changes have heightened the

vulnerability of Syrian women and girls.

With more violence and ambiguity shaping the daily lives of displaced

Syrian women, everyday forms of resilience emerged. For instance, entering

a polygynousmarriage has become a survival strategy among displaced Syrian

women living in refugee camps (Herwig, 2017). Herwig (2017) asserted that,

“… we should not simplify the decision to enter a religious polygynous mar-

riage by always labelling it ›forced‹, thereby leaving no room for agency or

resistance. This simplification diminishes the actions that somewomen take

to secure the welfare of their family and improve their situation… Although

some women enter very consciously in a polygynous marriage to support

themselves and their family or to be less targeted by other men, one should

not hold them responsible for the possible negative consequences: an agent

can be a victim; a victim can be an agent” (p. 188).

In other words, even though this survival strategy can prove effective, polygy-

nous marriages undoubtably reproduce patriarchal structures of normativity.

Nonetheless, this does not necessarily indicate that women who enter those

marriages are entirely lacking agency.

Furthermore, with more severely injured Syrian men and others being

imprisoned or disappearing, more Syrian women have taken up jobs that

were predominantly reserved for men in pre-conflict Syria. Thus, many Syr-

ian women have become the main breadwinners of their households, shifting

many traditional gender roles in Syrian culture. However, the shift to a fe-
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male-led household does not necessarily translate to more equal opportunity

among the men and women (Hilton, 2019).

Because a large part of Syria’s population is currently displaced in refugee

camps in countries bordering Syria, namely Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey,

humanitarian organizations have implemented many resilience-building

projects to help Syrian women generate income and financially support

their families. These so-called entrepreneurship and skill-building programs

are usually tailored to specific purposes, such as women’s empowerment

and poverty alleviation, particularly for displaced Syrian women, who find

difficulty obtaining a work permit in the host country.

Although these programs can help displaced Syrian women find a job

opportunity, they nevertheless have several disadvantages. Alkhaled (2018)

writes:

“Historically, feminized industries have been illustrated as a vehicle for

women’s empowerment and an alleviator of socioeconomic constraints,

both domestically and within their community in the Arab region. However,

reflecting on the literature, which emphasizes the “darker sides” of women’s

entrepreneurship in contexts of inferiority, it becomes evident that [dis-

placed Syrian women] [are] caught in an entrepreneurial ecosystem that

may offer survival, but is not sustainable in the current climate” (p. 250).

Thus, even when programs are successful at integrating displaced Syrian

women in the local labor market and perhaps boost the local economy on

the long run, many displaced Syrian women still face many constrains in

obtaining a decent and sustainable living through such blue-collar jobs

and resilience-building projects (Alkhaled, 2018). Furthermore, they tend to

reinforce the normative gender division of labor as opposed to shifting them.

The formation of an all-female military force by the Syrian regime and the

Kurdish militias has also contributed to the ever-changing gender realities

during the conflict (Kajjo, 2017). The recruitment of women soldiers is being

used as a tactical approach by the Syrian Arab Army as well as the opposition

armed forces. Alsaba and Kapilashrami (2016) stated that recruiting women

soldiers:

“…draws extensively on religious beliefs and social constructs of sexuality to

shame and emasculatesMuslimmale fighters. For example, women fighters

are recruited by Kurdishmilitia against ISIS given the belief that being killed

by a woman would deny one a place in heaven” (p.10).
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Mainstream media outlets have framed the recruitments of women in Kur-

dish territories as a challenge towards gender norms in traditional Syrian

society and have disregarded the fact that most Syrian women who join mili-

tary forces usually come from low-income families (Szanto 2016). Alsaba and

Kapilashrami (2016) asserted that,

“Such recruitments (and involvement of women in military forces) are of-

ten hailed by the Western media as challenging gender frames within tra-

ditional Syrian society, and showing women as active participants fighting

alongside their male counterparts (for instance, Zulver, Aljazeera 2014 fo-

cus on Kurdish female fighters). However, the circumstances in which those

women soldiers are recruited remain largely undocumented” (p.10).

A study by Szanto (2016) explained how English-speaking mainstream media

outlets have overlooked the socioeconomic backgrounds and conditions the

female fighters inhabit during the Syrian conflict. At the same time, they glo-

rified the role of female fighters in Syria, as though they are challenging male

domination and breaking free from social and governmental control (Szanto,

2016, p. 308).

All these factors point to a predetermined understanding of how women

active in armed conflicts are challenging gender norms and how women af-

fected by political violence are lacking agency.This research project challenges

this understanding by using the Syrian conflict as a case study. It examines

the relationship between violent conflicts and the notion of agency among

different groups of Syrian women by focusing on their representations in the

Arab television news. The main research questions asked along the way are:

1. Howdo Arab television stations disseminate,maintain, and normalize the

experiences of different groups of Syrian women throughout the conflict?

2. How did each television station frame the visibility of different groups

of Syrian women in the context of violence, vulnerability, resilience, and

resistance?

3. How do the socio-political views and media ownership structures of each

Arab television station and the growing reliance on NGOs and other ex-

perts influence the dominant media frames and the procedures of the

media reporting?

4. How were the agentive attempts of different groups of Syrian women

framed in the Arab television news?
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1.4 Structure of the Book

Chapter 2 provides the theoretical framework for the research project. I ex-

plore the ideas and theories of different critical cultural theorists. In Section

2.1, I describe how Judith Butler’s theory of vulnerability was used as a starting

point for my research and how I contextualize the notion of ‘dependency of

infrastructure’ to the topic of this research. In Section 2.2, I explore the concept

of power and the different modes of violence that appear in the news report-

ing. I borrow ideas from various scholars to explain the different and nuanced

meanings of the notion of violence. Section 2.3 focuses on defining the notion

of resilience, specifically in a neoliberal context. I borrow ideas from Judith

Butler (2003, 2009) and Sara Bracke (2016) to describe how resilience can be

understood in relationship to biopolitics. Section 2.4 deals with the notion of

agency and how it can be read through the television reporting related to the

context of resistance. I refer to Saba Mahmoud’s (2006) concepts from Politics

of Piety and draw on her framework that understands the notion of agency

beyond liberal politics and in other contexts, such as the Arab Muslim world.

Chapter 3 describes the methodology used in the research project. In Sec-

tion 3.1, I provide an overview on the meaning of language and discourse

and refer to concepts from Michel Foucault and Stuart Hall. In Section 3.2,

I describe the type of discourse analysis this book adopts, which includes

the three-dimensional framework provided by Norman Fairclough. In Section

3.3, I give a detailed description of the units of analysis and how I collected

the sample of news reports. In the same section, I talk about the selection

of dominant themes and how the four main concepts (violence, vulnerabil-

ity, resilience and resistance) were categorized under those themes. In Section

3.4, I address the methodological limitations and pose methodological ques-

tions on the Foucauldian understanding of power relations and the points of

reversibility.

Chapter 4 is the first data analysis chapter. I examine news reports related

to the context of violence. I analyze seven news reports from Al Jazeera, Al Ara-

biya, and Al Aan, and explore how the news reports generated and natural-

ized the prevailing images of the violation, assault, and detainment of Syrian

women in different physical spaces, such as prisons, checkpoints, detainment

centers, bakeries, and homes. I question and interpret the roles these spaces

play in relation to the shaming of the victim.The general purpose of the chap-

ter is to propose alternative ways of thinking about the dominant social struc-

tures the Syrian women inhabit. I question whether the agentive attempts of
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the subjects represented in the news have been rendered non-existent, specif-

ically among the groups of Syrian women who faced social stigma and chose

or were forced into exile.

Chapter 5 focuses on the concept of vulnerability and analyzes eight news

reports from Al Jazeera, Al Arabiya, and Al Aan. In this chapter, I propose re-

thinking the relationship between the increase in child marriage cases among

members of the displaced Syrian communities in Lebanon and Jordan and the

deterioration of refugee makeshift shelters that continue to exist on an ad-

hoc basis despite their long presence. I examine how the news reports repre-

sented child marriage cases in relationship to the states of impoverishment

that shape the daily life experiences of the displaced Syrian communities.

Throughout the analysis, I question whether the news reports perceived child

marriage as a standalone issue that remains decontextualized from the gen-

eral widespread socio-economic injustice.

Chapter 6 explores the concept of resilience by examining Arab television

media news images of Syrian women at work. I survey nine news stories

from SANA, Al Aan, Al Jazeera, and Al Arabiya, which, internally and externally,

have depicted displaced Syrian women in (post)war adjustment settings. The

groups of displaced Syrian women who appear in the news are, internally and

externally, displaced Syrian women working in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan,

and Turkey. A number of these women are depicted participating in voca-

tional and cash-for-work programs funded by the UN and other NGOs. Other

groups of displaced Syrian women are shown participating in other types of

blue-collar jobs such as tailoring, plumbing, housecleaning, etc. The analysis

focuses on the symbolic function of resilience among these different groups

of displaced Syrian women, who, I argue, have been rendered neoliberal sub-

jects by the Arab television news.Throughout the chapter, I question whether

the prevalent media frames concerning resilience reinforce neoliberal ideals

and humanitarian reasoning in the television media narratives.

Chapter 7 explores the representations of Syrian women in the context of

resistance. I examine eight news reports from the television stations support-

ive of the Syrian regime: SAMA, SANA, RT Arabic, and Syria Al Ikhbariyya.The

chapter demonstrates how the notion of ‘mothers of the nation’ has prevailed

in news reports that represented Syrian women as the “resisting subject” dur-

ing the war. I explore how the news reports perpetuated the ideological/polit-

ical views of the Ba’ath Party concerning the role of Syrian women during the

conflict and the Syrian women’s duties towards the nation. In the last part of
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the chapter, I contextualize the main findings and juxtapose them with the

notion of agency.

Chapter 8 provides a deeper analysis of themain findings and looks at how

displaced Syrian womenwere portrayed in Arab television news. In Section 8.1,

I explain how violence against women has been normalized in the news re-

ports. In Section 8.2, I discuss the role of the expert in the news by referring to

the two Latin terms for witnessing an act: testis and superstes. I explain how the

humanitarian and personal testimonies in the television reporting were con-

structed under the aesthetic dimension of the camera. In Section 8.3, I explore

the notion of agency among displaced Syrian women during the conflict and

voice the need to move beyond liberal and post-structuralist perspectives. I

look at the theoretical concept of performativity among the subaltern and use

Saba Mahmoud’s ethnographic study on the women’s piety movement in the

mosques of Cairo as an exemplary analogy. By posing questions on the dis-

placed Syrian women’s daily struggles, I explore the significance of the power

dynamics of shame, dignity, and fear, which were established in the television

news.

Chapter 9 summarizes the main findings of the research project and

places these in the context of recent scholarship. In Section 9.1, I reflect on

the biases and blind spots that have appeared in the reporting in relation

to the sociopolitical context of the Syrian conflict. I link these factors to

the ownership of each the television station. In Section 9.2, I summarize the

dominant media frames that have appeared throughout the news report

analysis and reflect on the procedures of media reporting. In Section 9.3, I

explore how the figure of the Syrian woman in the Arab television news has

appeared as a foreground for the mediated representation situated against

the background of the geopolitical tensions during the Syrian conflict. In

Section 9.4, I summarize the main findings of the research project according

to the concepts of media logic, gender logic, and war logic. In Section 9.5,

I propose a feminist logic in the context of the media representations by

discussing the notion of ‘spaces of appearance.’2

Chapter 10 provides a conclusion and a brief summary of the findings. I

discuss the limitations of this research project and provide insights into how

it could be developed in future research.

2 The term ‘spaces of appearance’ was coined by Hannah Arendt. In the context of this

research, it refers to spaces of agency, or spaces where the subject’s voice is heard.
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This introductory chapter has listed the preliminary points of this research

project. I gave a brief overview of the Syrian conflict and a brief history of

television news in the Arab world, and I outlined why the television depictions

of the experiences of Syrian women during the conflict provide an insightful

case study on topics and themes related to media, gender, and conflict. In

the following chapter, I present the theoretical framework of this research

project.
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