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Leman Celik is a doctoral researcher at the Collaborative Research Centre Virtual Lifeworlds
at Ruhr-Universitat Bochum. Trained in sociology and political science in Instanbul, she
conducted research in urban studies before expanding her focus to science and technology
studies. Her work investigates data infrastructures and the knowledge production practices
of diverse scientific fields, with a particular interest in the reciprocal relationship between
data infrastructures and scientific knowledge.
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researching Asia-Pacific with a focus on the emerging chip industry in Vietnam.

Estrid Sgrensen is a professor of cultural psychology and anthropology of knowledge at Ruhr-
Universitat Bochum. She conducts research on the intersection of technology and knowledge
production from a Science & Technology Studies perspective, and is the head of the RUSTlab,
the Ruhr-University Science & Technology Studies Lab. Her ethnographic research addresses
data infrastructures, particularly data centres. She inquires into university data centres as
mediators between knowledge and the planet, and searches how they contribute to making
knowledge (in)visible as planetary.
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Staying with the Planet

The University That Tried to Reckon with Ecological Reality, Challenged Excessive
Data Infrastructures, and Nurtured a Few Alternatives Not Planned For
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Virtual Lifeworlds is a book series emerging from the DFG Collaborative Research Center 1567.
It brings together interdisciplinary perspectives on how virtuality has become normalized. By
tracing knowledge production, practices, negotiation processes, and network dynamics, the
series shows how virtual lifeworlds have taken shape and how diverse forms of virtuality have
become drivers of social and cultural change. It examines the functions and consequences of
the virtual for the constitution of subjects, lifeworlds, and aesthetic practices; for social organi-
zation and processes; and for the scientific disciplines themselves.

The Collaborative Research Center unites education, history, art history, linguistics, literary
studies, media studies, and the social sciences. Across these fields, research converges on the
media and technological conditions under which virtual worlds are produced and perceived—
worlds that can be narrated, calculated, experienced immersively, modeled, or imagined. The
series foregrounds the concept of virtuality, the uses of virtual spaces, modes of interaction
with them, and forms of participation in them. It maps the infrastructures and imaginaries that
sustain virtual environments, reflects on their historical trajectories, and illuminates the ways
virtuality reshapes everyday life, institutions, and knowledge.

The series is edited by Stefan Rieger, Florian Sprenger and Anna Tuschling. They represent
the CRC 1567 “Virtual Lifeworlds”.
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