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Anti-colonial literature is not necessarily ‘combat literature’ as Fanon and 
Déjeux have both suggested in their own writings. While it is often com-
bative, there is also anti-colonial literature that emphasizes the human and 
the humane rather than the oppositional and contentious; it cannot be fair 
to label all anti-colonial literature as combative, even if one were to expand 
the definition of ‘combat’ to include peaceful struggles against oppression 
or dehumanization.

This book suggests that the relationship between the West and the rest of 
the world has been imagined as a relationship of Self (the West) to Other 
(the rest of the world), ordered and bordered geographically by the whims 
of Europeans and creating a Center-Periphery paradigm. These invented 
boundaries of humanity serve to separate geographical sites, but more, 
they serve to enclose the Empire and exoticize other cultures. Boundaries 
are often spatial, but more often, they are related to relationships and co-
lonialization.

Kirstin Ruth Bratt is professor of English, English pedagogy, and devel-
opmental studies at Saint Cloud State University. She is the author of the 
forthcoming novel Agadir, and a book of poetry These Temples are not in Ruins.
 
Youness M. Elbousty is professor of Arabic Language and Literature at the 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations department at Yale University. 
He is the author of many articles on Arabic literature and teaching peda-
gogy. He is the author of the forthcoming book Literary Reader. 

Devin J. Stewart is professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at Emory in the 
Department of Middle Eastern and South Asian Studies since 1990. His re-
search has focused on Shiite Islam, the Qur’an, Islamic law and legal educa-
tion, the Moriscos of Spain, Arabic literature, and Arabic dialectology. He 
is the author of Islamic Legal Orthodoxy: Twelve Responses to the Sunni Legal System.
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Preface

The work, within your hands, is the first result of a plethora of conversations with
many colleagues from different institutions. Those conversations began during two
major conferences, the first at the University of Ibn Zorh in Agadir, Morocco and
the second at the Moulay Ismail University in Errachidia, Morocco. The topics dis-
cussed at both of these conferences centered around the study of Moroccan Litera-
ture, viewed from a variety of differing angles and perspectives. Throughout these
conversations, one major topic emerged, namely, the need to have works about Mo-
roccan Literature published in English. Thus, we, the editors, took it upon ourselves
to produce this current work and thus start the conversation in our field.

Each of the featured authors discusses themes that are germane to the issuesMo-
roccan novelists write about in their narratives, such as immigration, social justice,
equality, political governance, lack of transparency, magic, homeland, colonization,
marginality, identity, and so forth.

We hope that this work will serve as a resource for both experts in the field and
for students of Moroccan Literature, while simultaneously nurturing the sense of
wonder and joy in learning!

Finally, we would like to thank the staff at Leiden University Press for their
utmost professionalism. They have worked with us closely, making every obstacle
as an opportunity.

YounessM. Elbousty
Berlin, 05/19/14
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