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Kathrin Braun is a political scientist based at the Center for Interdisciplinary
Risk and Innovation Studies (ZIRIUS) at the University of Stuttgart, Ger-
many. Her main areas of study are critical biopolitics studies, the politics of
biomedicine, and more recently the digital transformation of society and the
chances of shaping it in a democratic and responsible way. She is also forum
editor of Critical Policy Studies. Her recent publications include Biopolitics and
Historic Justice: Coming to Terms with the Injuries of Normality (transcript 202.1).

Hannes Foth was a member of the DFG project “Meanings and Practices of Pre-
natal Genetics in Germany and Israel (PreGGI)”, located at the Institute for His-
tory of Medicine and Science Studies, University of Liibeck, Germany. He re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in philosophy (major) and politics (minor subject)
and a master’s degree in philosophy from the Heinrich Heine University Diis-
seldorf, Germany. He wrote his dissertation in philosophy on Responsibility and
friendship in parent-child relationships in the adult age. His main fields of interest
include the social philosophy, (bio)ethics and politics of family relationships
and their shaping through societal and technological change.

Marina Frisman is a student at the University of Liibeck, Institute for History of
Medicine and Science Research, Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy.
Her research interests focus on the background and contexts of the human
psychology. One topic area includes decision making in non-invasive prena-
tal testing and the socio-cultural factors that influence these decisions. In
her other research field she is investigating fractal dimensions as potential
biomarkers of psychotic disorders in structural magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI).
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Genetic Responsibility in Germany and Israel

Hille Haker, Ph.D., holds the Richard McCormick S.J. Endowed Chair in
Catholic Moral Theology at Loyola University Chicago. Her scholarship in
bioethics centres on reproductive medicine, genetic diagnosis and gene edit-
ing, methods of bioethics, such as narrative bioethics and feminist ethics, and
the history of eugenics, racism, and human dignity and vulnerable agency.
Her recent books are Towards a Critical Political Ethics: Catholic Ethics and Social
Challenges (2020) and Unaccompanied Migrant Children: Social, Legal, and Ethical
Perspectives 2019 (co-edited with Molly Greening).

Yael Hashiloni-Dolev is a sociologist of health and illness. Formerly a member
of Israel’s National Bioethics Council (2013-20), she is Co-president of the Is-
raeli Society for the History & Philosophy of Science (2018-21), and member of
the Gender Equality Committee — Council for Higher Education Israel. She is
a Full Professor and head of graduate studies at the Department of Sociology
and Anthropology, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel. Her areas of in-
terest include the beginnings and ends of life, new reproductive technologies,

cryopreservation, gender, bioethics, family studies and contemporary parent-
hood.

Tsipy Ivry, Ph.D., is chair of the graduate program in medical and psychological
anthropology at the Department of Anthropology, University of Haifa, Israel.
Sheisthe author of a comparative double ethnography, Embodying Culture: Preg-
nancy in Japan and Israel (2010). Her research in Israel explores the intersections
of religion and reproductive biomedicine from the vantage point of rabbini-
cally mediated assisted reproduction among deeply religious Jewish commu-
nities in Israel, and rabbinically mediated post-diagnostic termination deci-
sions. Her current research in Japan explores the impact of the 3/11 disasters
on prenatal care, with a focus on the implementation of NIPT. Her research is
supported by ISF and JF grants.

Swantje Kbsell is Professor at the University of Bremen in the Department of
Inclusive Education. She is a representative of German-speaking disability
studies and a long-time activist of the German disability movement. Trained
as a teacher for special education, she worked in several disability projects
before starting her university career. Her research interests lie in eugen-
ics/bioethics, in particular with regard to disability, intersections of disability
with gender, age, forced migration, and the history of the disability movement
in East and West Germany.
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Sabine Konninger is a political scientist at the Philosophical-Theological Uni-
versity of Vallendar, Germany. Her main areas of research and interest are the
politics of biomedicine and bioethics, the history of medicine and science, the
politics of prenatal diagnosis, healthcare, science and technology studies, gov-
ernmentality studies and interpretative policy analysis.

Burkhard Liebsch is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Bochum, Ger-
many. His main research interests are practical, political and und social philos-
ophy in cultural-historical perspective, philosophy of history, phenomenology
and hermeneutics. He is currently working on Kraft der Hermeneutik. Zum Werk
Ricoeurs; Orientierung und Ander(s)heit (with W. Stegmaier), and has recently
published “Zur aktuellen Theorie des Krieges” (Labyrinth 2022).

Rachel Lihansky is a mother of four children and a grandmother to twelve, and
she lives in Moshav Almagor in the north of Israel. She has a BA in Social Work
and a MA in Education and has worked for forty years in educational services
in Israel. Since the birth of her daughter Nitzan, who has Down syndrome, she
has been active and involved in this field. She has written two books and has
given countless lectures, interviews and support sessions on the subject. For
many years, she was head of Yatid, an organisation for children and families
of those living with Down syndrome, and she continues this same role for the
current organisation in Israel, known as Atid. Today, she is retired from educa-
tional services but her activism and involvement with Down syndrome support
is ongoing.

Tamar Nov-Klaiman is a former genetic counsellor, and currently a PhD student
in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev, Israel. Her areas of research include bioethics and regulatory poli-
cies in the field of reproductive technologies and biobanks.

Aviad Raz is Professor of medical and organisational sociology and Chair of the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, and Director of the Eitan Program
for fostering inter-Disciplinary Excellence, all at Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev, Israel. In addition to studying religious/ethnic groups and identities in
contemporary Israeli society, especially in the context of health and medicine,
he also focuses on the global social and bioethical aspects of medical organ-
isations, medical sociology, and cross-cultural bioethics, especially regarding
community genetics and patient support organisations.
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Intertwining knowledge practice, epistemology and ethics

Christoph Rehmann-Sutter is Professor of Theory and Ethics in the Biosciences
at the University of Litbeck, Germany, and honorary Professor of Philosophy
at the University of Basel, Switzerland. He has published widely in philoso-
phy and ethics of biomedicine; his research interests include the philosophical
foundations of bioethics and phenomenological philosophy of biology. With a
hermeneutic approach to ethics and often using qualitative empirical meth-
ods, he has been working on the ethical issues of genetic engineering, medical
genetics and genomics, including prenatal testing and gene therapies, trans-
plantation, stem cell medicine and palliative care, and currently also on the
ethics of climate change. Since 1991 he has published widely on the ethics of
genetics in medicine. Co-edited books include Ethik und Gentherapie (Attempto
1995), Disclosure Dilemmas (Ashgate 2009) and The Human Enhancement Debate
and Disability (Palgrave Macmillan 2014).

Stefan Reinsch is a physician and medical anthropologist working at the Centre
for Health Service Research and the University Children’s Hospital Neuruppin,
both at Brandenburg Medical School — Theodor Fontane, Germany. He holds
an MA in social anthropology from the Institute of European Ethnology, Hum-
boldt University Berlin, and an MD-PhD from the Charité — University Medical
Centre. Since 2006, he has been conducting a long-term ethnographic study
with a group of patients, caregivers and health professionals about life with
cystic fibrosis, a rare chronic genetic disease. His other current research in-
terests include medical education, professional identity formation, and rural
health.

Christina Schiies is Professor of Philosophy at the Institute for the History of
Medicine and Science Studies at the University of Litbeck, and honorary Pro-
fessor of Philosophy in the Institute of Philosophy and Sciences of Art at Le-
uphana University, Lineburg, Germany. Her research aims at understanding
the conditio humana with regard to the life sciences and their political dimen-
sions, and concepts of inter-corporeality, vulnerability and responsibility. She
combines a historical and phenomenological perspective with the belief that
epistemology and anthropology must be integrated into the work of political,
medical and peace philosophy.

Natan Sznaider is a Full Professor of Sociology at the Academic College of Tel-
Aviv-Yaffo, Israel. Sznaider publishes mainly in English and in German. His
research interests over the last few years have centred on giving a sociological
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account of processes of trauma and victimhood. His project has focused on
Jewish politics after the Holocaust through the lens of cosmopolitan memory.
Most recently, he has researched the connections between the Holocaust and
Colonialism.

Anne Weber, Dr. phil., Mag. Theol., is currently Graduate Fellow in the Faculty of
Theology, Paderborn University, Germany, where she analyses the socio-ethical
chances and risks of digital transformation processes. She completed her PhD
in Philosophy and is involved in interreligious dialogue at the Centre for Com-
parative Theology and Cultural Studies, Paderborn University. Her research in-
terests address hermeneutical questions, critical theory and gender studies, as
well as biomedicine and post-growth concepts.
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