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Prof. Dr. Christina Binder is W3 Professor of International Law and Inter-
national Human Rights Law at the Bundeswehr University Munich since
2017. Previously, she was Professor of International Law at the University
of Vienna and Deputy Director of the Interdisciplinary Research Center
“Human Rights”. Her research focuses on a number of international law
issues, including human rights, the law of treaties, international investment
law as well as international environmental law. She is co-editor of the
Journal of Human Rights, the European Yearbook of International Economic
Law, and the Hungarian Yearbook of International and European Law.

Hugo von Essen is an analyst at the Stockholm Center for Eastern European
Studies (SCEEUS) at the Swedish Institute of International Affairs (UI),
where he also serves as the manager of the SCEEUS Eastern Europe Policy
Project. His research interests include Russia and Eastern Europe, interna-
tional relations, and foreign and security policy.

Dr. Timo Graf is a military sociologist at the Bundeswehr Center of Mili-
tary History and Social Sciences in Potsdam, where he leads the annual
population survey commissioned by the Federal Ministry of Defense. He
is also a lecturer at the University of Potsdam in the Master’s program
“War and Conflict Studies”. His research focuses on public opinion on
foreign, security, and defense policy issues as well as civil-military relations
in Germany.

Dr. Markus Kaim is Senior Fellow in the Research Group “Security Policy”
at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) — German Institute for Inter-
national and Security Affairs, Berlin. He is a lecturer at the University of
Zurich, at the Hertie School of Governance, Berlin, and at the Bucerius Law
School, Hamburg. His research interests currently include the reorientation
of German security and defense policy and the rebalancing of transatlantic
security relations.

Dr. Ronja Kempin is Senior Fellow in the “EU/Europe” Research Group
at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) - German Institute for
International and Security Affairs, Berlin. Her research interests include
Franco-German relations in security and defense policy as well as the role
of the Front National and populism in France.
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Dr. Sarah Kirchberger is Academic Director of the Institute for Security
Policy at Kiel University (ISPK). She also serves as Vice President of the
German Maritime Institute and is a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the At-
lantic Council. Her research focuses on Russian-Chinese military relations,
the development of Chinese armed forces, especially the navy, and on the
significance of disruptive technologies in the military.

Prof. Dr. Joachim Krause is Director Emeritus of the Institute for Security
Policy at Kiel University (ISPK) since July 2023, where he served as Aca-
demic Director from 2002. He was Professor for International Relations at
Christian-Albrechts-Universitdt zu Kiel (CAU) from 2001 to 2016. He is the
founder of the ISPK’s “Terrorism Yearbook” series and founder and editor
of the security studies monthly journal “SIRIUS - Zeitschrift fiir strategische
Analysen”.

Arthur de Liedekerke is Director of European Affairs at the policy consul-
tancy Rasmussen Global and Non-Resident Fellow at the Institute for Secu-
rity Policy at Kiel University (ISPK). He formerly advised senior officials
in the French Ministry of Armed Forces and European Union institutions
(Commission and Parliament) on security and defense issues. He regularly
reports on international relations and geopolitics in international media,
including Politico, Euractiv, Sky News, and Europel.

Dr. Tobias Lindner has been Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office
since December 2021. He has been a member of the German Bundestag
since 2011; in the 19th legislative period, he was spokesman for security
policy for the Biindnis 90/Die Griinen parliamentary group.

Angela Mehrer is Coordinator at the European Council on Foreign Relations
(ECFR) and is part of the “Re:shape Global Europe” project. She supports
Dr. Jana Puglierin in her work on German and European foreign, security,
and defense policy and Germany’s role in Europe.

Oleksiy Melnyk is Co-Director of the Foreign Policy and International
Security Programmes and Coordinator of International Projects at the
Razumkov Centre in Kyiv, Ukraine. He is a lieutenant colonel in the reserve
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and a participant in the UN peacekeeping
missions of 1996-1997. From 2005 to 2008, he served as First Assistant to
the Ukrainian Minister of Defense.
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Dr. Johanna Méhring is Associate Fellow at the Henry Kissinger Professor-
ship for Security and Strategy Research at CASSIS at the University of Bonn
and Chercheuse associée at the Centre Thucydide in Paris. Her research
focuses on European security and defense policy, and power strategies
in international politics. She is currently researching statecraft in the 21st
century.

Dr. Jana Puglierin is Senior Policy Fellow at the European Council on For-
eign Relations (ECFR) and Head of the Berlin Office since 2020. She also
leads the ECFR project “Re:shape Global Europe”. Her research focuses
on German and European foreign, security, and defense policy as well as
Germany’s role in Europe and transatlantic relations.

Colonel dG Dr. Markus Reisner, PhD is Head of the Research and Develop-
ment Department at the Austrian Theresian Military Academy and is cur-
rently Commander of the Honor Guard of the Austrian Armed Forces. His
research focuses on unmanned weapons systems, robotics, and artificial
intelligence, tactical and operational lessons from military history, military
leadership, disruptive events (e.g. blackout) and their consequences, and
contemporary history of Austria in 1943-1945. Currently, he serves as one
of the media experts of the Federal Ministry of Defense on the Russian war
in Ukraine.

Dr. Susanne Spahn is a historian of Eastern Europe and political scientist
living in Berlin. After studying Eastern European history, Slavic studies, and
political science in St. Petersburg and Cologne, she completed her doctorate
in 2011 on Russia’s foreign policy towards Ukraine and Belarus since 1991.
She has written six studies on Russia’s information policy and the media,
among others on behalf of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom
and MEP Viola von Cramon.

Dr. Marie-Agnes Strack-Zimmermann was a publishing representative of
Tessloff Verlag in Nuremberg from 1988 to 2008 and has been a member
of the FDP since 1990. Since 2013, she has been a member of the Free
Democratic Party (FDP) presidium and a member of the federal executive
committee, respectively. Dr. Strack-Zimmermann has been active in local
politics since 1999. From 2008 to 2014, she served as First Mayor of the
state capital Diisseldorf. Since 2017, she has been a member of the German
Bundestag and FDP spokesperson for defense policy. Since 2021, Dr. Strack-
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Zimmermann has been Chairwoman of the Defense Committee as well as
a member of the Executive Board of the FDP parliamentary group in the
Bundestag.

Dr. Maximilian Terhalle is Visiting Professor of Geopolitics at the London
School of Economics (LSE). In 2021, he published his Adelphi paper “The
Responsibility to Defend — Re-thinking Germany’s Strategic Culture” with
the London-based IISS (with Bastian Giegerich). In parallel to his profes-
sorship in the UK (University Winchester, 2015-2020), he was Senior Fellow
at King’s College London (2018-2021) and at LSE (2016-2018), as well as
Senior Advisor for Strategic Affairs at the UK Ministry of Defense (2019-
2020).

Dr. Andreas Umland is an analyst at the Stockholm Center for Eastern Euro-
pean Studies (SCEEUS) at the Swedish Institute of International Affairs (UI)
and Associate Professor of Political Science at the Kyiv Mohyla Academy
(NaUKMA). His research interests include Russian and Ukrainian domestic
politics, foreign policy and nationalism, Eurasianism, comparative fascism,
East European geopolitics, and German Ostpolitik.

Dr. Joris Van Bladel is Senior Research Fellow at EGMONT - The Royal
Institute for International Relations, an independent think tank based in
Brussels. He specializes in Russian military and strategic culture, focusing
on topics such as civil-military relations and public opinion in Russia. His
aim is to get a comprehensive picture of Putin's autocratic regime during
times of war.

Jakob Wollenstein has been Head of the Belarus office of the Konrad Ade-
nauer Foundation (KAS) based in Vilnius since 2019. Previously, he worked
in the Foundation’s European Department in Berlin. His thematic work
focuses on regional security policy, peaceful transformation processes, and
issues of European identity. He studied Political Science, Protestant Theolo-
gy, and European Studies in Marburg, Leipzig, and Krakow.
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