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Steffen Ducheyne. Paul Otlet’s Theory of Knowledge and 
Linguistic Objectivism. Knowledge Organization, 32(3). 
110-116. 19 refs. 
 
ABSTRACT: In this paper, I point to the importance of an 
often neglected objectivist strand in Paul Otlet’s (1868-
1944) thinking: his linguistic objectivism. Linguistic objec-
tivism consists in the view that linguistic atoms uniquely 
correspond to certain discrete and well-defined elements in 
the world and further combinations of these linguistic at-
oms can objectively capture “the order of the world”. This 
analysis tempers some of the past claims on the influence of 
positivism on Otlet. 
 
 
Fernando Elichirigoity and Cheryl Knott Malone. Measur-
ing the New Economy: Industrial Classification and 
Open Source Software Production. Knowledge Organiza-
tion, 32(3). 117-127. 32 refs. 
 
ABSTRACT: This paper analyzes the way in which the 
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 
handles the categorization of open source software produc-
tion, foregrounding theoretical and political aspects of 
knowledge organization. NAICS is the industry classifica-
tion scheme used by the governments of Canada, Mexico 
and the United States to carry out their respective eco-
nomic censuses. NAICS is considered a rational system 
that uses the underlying economic principle of similar pro-
duction processes as the basis for its classes. For the Infor-
mation Sector of the economy, as formulated in NAICS, a 
key production process is the acquisition and defense of 
copyright. With open source, copyleft licensing eliminates 
copyright acquisition and protection as major production 
processes, suggesting that the open source software indus-
try warrants a separate NAICS category. More importantly, 
our analysis suggests that NAICS cannot be understood as 
a taxonomy of objective economic activity but is instead a 
politically and historically contingent system of data classi-
fication. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tzu-heng Chiu. Attributes and Factors Affecting the 
Organization of Knowledge Resources: A Case Study of 
the Library and Information Service Industry in Taiwan. 
Knowledge Organization, 32(3). 128-134. 8 refs. 
 
ABSTRACT: Using a qualitative research method, in this 
study we investigated the attributes and factors that might 
affect the organization of knowledge resources in the li-
brary and information service industry. The findings from 
this study suggest that, in addition to “document/content” 
attributes (i.e., author, title, subject, etc.) traditionally em-
phasized by the library and information science field, the li-
brary and information service industry may also take “dis-
position,” “situation,” and “order/scheme” attributes as ad-
ditional standards for organizing knowledge resources. 
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Scope 

The more scientific data is generated in the impetuous  
present times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended 
to control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abun-
dance of knowledge now available the questions of new solu-
tions to the ordering problem and thus of improved classifica-
tion systems, methods and procedures have acquired unfore-
seen significance. For many years now they have been the fo-
cus of interest of information scientists the world over. 

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the 
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various 
fields such as 

 
 philosophy and science of science 
 science policy and science organization 
 mathematics, statistics and computer science 
 library and information science 
 archivistics and museology 
 journalism and communication science 
 industrial products and commodity science 
 terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

 
Beginning in 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION 

(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has 
been serving as a common platform for the discussion of both 
theoretical background questions and practical application 
problems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from 
many countries comment on questions of an adequate struc-
turing and construction of ordering systems and on the prob-
lems of their use in opening the information contents of new 
literature, of data collections and survey, of tabular works and 
of other objects of scientific interest. Their contributions have 
been concerned with 

 
(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering 

theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data 
analysis and reduction) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with index-
ing/classification, as well as applications of classification 
systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and 
methodology 

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classi-
fication 

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminol-
ogy in general and with respect to special fields. 

Aims 

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is a forum for 
all those interested in the organization of knowledge on a uni-
versal or a domain-specific scale, using concept-analytical or 
concept-synthetical approaches, as well as quantitative and 
qualitative methodologies. KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA-
TION also addresses the intellectual and automatic compila-
tion and use of classification systems and thesauri in all fields 
of knowledge, with special attention being given to the prob-
lems of terminology. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original 
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications, 
the Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge 
Organization (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classifi-
cation Research of the International Federation for Informa-
tion and Documentation (FID/CR News) as well as book re-
views, letters to the editor, and an extensive annotated bibliog-
raphy of recent classification and indexing literature, covering 
some 500 items in each issue. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be 
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody in-
terested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every 
office for updating information on any topic related to the 
problems of order in our information-flooded times. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting 
board of editors representing the world’s regions, the special 
classification fields, and the subject areas involved. From 
1974-1980 it was published by K.G. Saur Verlag, München. 
Back issues of 1978-1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag, 
too.  

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCI-
ETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO) 
and is included for every ISKO-member, personal or institu-
tional in the membership fee (US $ 55/US $ 110). 

Rates: From 2004 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes)  
€ 106,00 (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see 
above.  
ERGON-Verlag, Grombühlstr. 7, GER-97080 Würzburg; 
Phone: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872; E-mail:  
service@ergon-verlag.de; http://www.ergon-verlag.de 

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Refera-
tivnyi Zhurnal Informatika and in the following online databases: 
Information Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information 
Science Abstracts (LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL, Sociologi-
cal Abstracts, and Web Science & Social Sciences Citation Index. 
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Invitation to the 10th ISKO General Assembly 2006 
I am most pleased to invite you to the 10th ISKO General Assembly which will take place in July 2006 in 
Vienna, Austria, at the 9th ISKO Conference. All ISKO members are encouraged to attend both the Con-
ference and the General Assembly. 
 

The proposed Agenda is as follows: 

Opening: Election of General Assembly Chair and the Secretary 

Acceptance or additions to this Agenda 

Business arising from the 9th General Assembly, London, July 2004 

Honorary membership for Prof Nancy Williamson 

Reports: 
- President’s report – Ia McIlwaine 
- Treasurer’s report – P. Ohly 

 - membership status (duration, transaction of fees, supply with KO-issues, ole of chapters) 
 - reduced membership fees for developing and transition countries 
 - currency for membership fees 

- Chapter reports: Chapter presidents/representatives 

Election of President 

Election of the Executive Board 

Discussion of further ISKO activities 

11th International ISKO Conference in 2008 

AOB 
 
I look forward very much to seeing as many ISKO members as possible at the 9th International Conference 
in Vienna and at this 10th General Assembly. 

Ia McIlwaine, ISKO President 
 

10th German ISKO conference (Wissensorganisation 2006) 
The 10th German ISKO conference (Wissensor-
ganisation 2006) will be held from July 3rd to 5th 
2006 at the same location as the international con-
ference. It will be centered around the topics 
“Compatibility and Heterogeneity”, “Ethics”, and 
“Future” of Knowledge Organization. Though 
some talks are in German there will be also pres-
entations in English, e.g. by van der Walt, Zumer, 
Breitenstein.  
For details look at:  
http://www.bonn.iz-soz.de/wiss-org/wissorg06/. 

Participation is free for those who have inscribed 
for the 9th International ISKO conference and 
vice versa. 
 
 
 
H. Peter OHLY 
IZ Sozialwissenschaften 
Lennestr. 30 
53113 BONN 
Germany 
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