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sufficiently well predictable for the user. 

3. Need of classified indexing vocabularies 
Hence, both the indexer and the searcher always rou­

tinely - even ifunconsciously - search their vocabularies 
for those subject headings which most appropriately 
represent the topics under their consideration. This kind 
of search will, under the pressure of time in everyday 
practice, only be successful if a sufficiently high degree of 
order prevai ls in the vocabulary. I n  particular, con­
ceptually (not merely alphabetically) related subject head­
ings must be arranged in juxtaposition in the vocabulary. 
This cal ls for a classified arrangement of the subject 
headings in the vocabulary. 

Only in the classified arrangement will the relatives of 
a candidate subject heading be presented in juxtaposition 
to the related ones from which the best possible choice is 
to be made, and only under these circumstances will the 
vocabulary searcher not be overtaxed with respect to his 
l imited resources of time and concentration in his search 
for the most appropriate subject headings. The idea 
behind 

"Save the time of the reader" 

justifies the saying 
"Save the time of the (vocabuIGlJlI) searcher ". 

4. Two prominent tasks of the book indexer 
Hence, one of the tasks of an indexer of the aforemen­

tioned kind of books consists of 
compiling a vocabulary for the subjects of a book, 

and, secondly, 
imposing structure on such a vocabulary 

in order to make the vocabulary sufficiently lucid and 
conceptually transparent for use, both for the indexer and 
for the searcher. 

5. Repeated text perusal required 
As far as the indexing with such a vocabulary is 

concerned, it can only be properly performed in two steps. 
In the first step the indexer peruses the text from begin­
ning to end in order to identify all the subjects that are 
dealt with in the book. At the same time he collects the 
locators for each subject heading that he deems essential 
and that is obvious to him. 

29 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-1-29 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-1-29
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Not comprised in this first stage, however, are the 
locators for those subjects that were encountered before 
their importance was realized by the indexer and before 
corresponding subject headings were accordingly intro­
duced into the vocabulary. 

[t is perhaps only in this late stage of the perusal that 
a subject appears important and cal\s for a subject heading 
of its own. Thus, it may only be at a l ate point during the 
indexing of the catalogue of a department store that the 
subject heading "insecticides" is created. Sti l\ later, it 
may become desirable to distinguish between "indoor" 
and "outdoor insecticides". Only from that point in time 
onwards can this difference be made in the assignment of 
the corresponding subject headings and in the listing of 
the appertaining locators. 
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F i gure A 

, • • ............... _ 4 , ••• 

Furthermore, a subject heading often may have been 
only implied in a paraphrase describing its topic. An 
insecticide, for example, may have been implied through 
a passage l ike " . . .  suited for combating plant l ice on . . .  ". 
Such passages may wel\ have escaped the attention ofthe 
indexer as relevant ones for the subject heading "insecti­
cides" and may thus have escaped the assignment of the 
appropriate subject heading, too. Even in the end of the 
first perusal of the book new subject headings may have 
been introduced. 

For al\ these reasons, repeated perusal of the entire 
book, with the complete vocabulary in mind, is necessary 
for the creation of a comprehensive, rel iable index. 
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come to a searcher's mind, but are not used as index 
entries, together with references to the appertaining sub­
ject headings used instead in the index ("lead-in vocabu­
lary"). 

8. Further relief for the searcher 
However, the searcher in a book index is not normally 

will ing to make himselffamiliar with the kind of system­
atics on which a classified arrangement of subject head­
ings is based. Most often he wil l  content himselfwith the 
use of the alphabetical index, and even with the locators 
he encounters under the subject heading of his first 
choice, as already mentioned in the foregoing. 

As a warning against doing so, those subject headings 
in the alphabetical subject index for which more specific 
subject headings are available in the index should be 
marked. The searcher is thus at least made aware of their 
existence and of the necessity oflooking up these subject 
headings, too. Our proposal is to print a conspicous 
capital letter at the end of such a general subject heading, 
as is shown in the sample page of an index ofthis kind (fig. 
A and B). 

' 

Easy access to the classified index to which the searcher 
is directed in this way from the alphabetical index can be 
provided if the l ines in which the subject headings occur 
in the classified arrangement are numbered. The line 
number can then be made part of each subject heading. I t  
i s  marked by the end sign ")" in Figure A and B .  The 
searcher need only look up in the classified arrangement 
the line indicated for each subject heading in this manner, 
and will then find the subject heading of his choice 
embedded in its hierarchical environment. 

In this environment he wi l l  find the appertaining 
locators without having to resort to other devices, as 
already mentioned in the foregoing, 

The systematic arrangement should not only display 
hierarchical (i .e . generic and partitive) relationships be­
tween subject headings, but also associative ones. In other 
words it should at the same time fulfil the function of a 
thesaurus, too. 

9. Conclusion 
In this way the conventional usage of the alphabetical 

index is possible for those users who deliberately and 
consciously content themselves with the obvious superfi­
ciality of the naive, single-step search in the alphabetical 
index. Those searchers, however, who are ready to give 
more attention to the quality of their searches are offered 
the possibil ity to use the hierarchical capabil ities of a 
subject heading classification. To this end, they need not 
learn the systematics of the classification, in particular 
under what superordinate subject heading a subject under 
consideration may have been brought, what kind of 
subdivision has been in effect, and what kind of relations 
have been taken into consideration in the compilation of 
the index. 

Dr. Robert Fugmann, Alte Poststr. 1 3 , 0-655 \  0 Idstein 

3 1  

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-1-29 https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/10.5771/0943-7444-1994-1-29
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

