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AUTHOR’S NOTE

I restrict the contentious term “Anglo-Saxon” to specific contexts. 
First, as an archaeological classification of artifacts. Secondly, as an adjective 
for the kingdoms of Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex, East Anglia, and Kent, 
and the commonalities between those kingdoms (e.g., their governance 
or warfare). The peoples of these kingdoms also shared a suite of cultural 
norms and beliefs. I describe these as Anglo-Saxon to avoid the inference that 
the same beliefs and norms necessarily pertained to their Celtic neighbours. 
I also use the term Anglo-Saxon in relation to the concept of the Angelcynn. 
This is not an ethnic classification in the sense of race or descent. The reader 
is referred to a fuller discussion on page 77. The term “Old English” is used 
for language and literature. “Early medieval” describes the period between 
the end of the Roman Empire in Britain and the Norman Conquest.
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Figure 1. Replica of the Alfred 
Jewel, held in a pincer grip. 
© The Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford, 2023.

Figure 2. Replica of the 
Alfred Jewel, clutched in 
a fist. © The Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford, 2023.

https://doi.org/ https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb - Open Access - 

https://doi.org/
https://www.inlibra.com/de/agb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

	Preface
	Contents
	List of Illustrations
	Acknowledgements
	Author’s Note
	Abbreviations


