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Max Appenroth (they/he) is a Germany-based trans activist, diversity consul-
tant, and in the final year of their PhD at the Institute of Public Health at
the Charité Universititsmedizin Berlin, Germany. Max is an internationally
recognized expert in HIV prevention and care for trans and gender diverse
communities and has worked with WHO, UNAIDS, the Robert Koch Insti-
tute, GATE, AVAC, among other organizations and institutions. With their
own company ‘diversity sparq’ Max offers workshops and trainings to compa-
nies, institutions, and (health)care facilities to learn (more) about sexual and
gender diversity, and how to make workplaces and services more inclusive
and accessible. More information: www.max-appenroth.com

Maria do Mar Castro Varela (she/her) is a professor of Pedagogy and Social
Work at the Alice Salomon University of Applied Science in Berlin with fo-
cus on Gender and Queer Studies. She holds a double degree in Psychology
and Pedagogy and a PhD in Political Science. In 2021/22 she was the Sir Pe-
ter Ustinov Visiting Professor at the Institute of Contemporary History at the
University of Vienna. Her work focuses on queer studies, postcolonial the-
ory, critical migration and educational studies, trauma, and conspiracy narra-
tives. Amongst others, she was Senior Fellow at the Institute for the Science of
Man (IWM) in Vienna in 2015/16. She is the founder of bildungsLab* (bil-
dungslab.net) and chair of the Berlin Institute for Contrapuntal Social Analy-
sis.

Anahi Farji Neer (she/her) (Ph.D.) is a Postdoctoral Fellow at Gino Germani
Research Institute of the Buenos Aires University, Argentina. Anahi Farji Neer
received her Ph.D. in Social Sciences, her Master’s Degree in Social Science
Research and her B.A. in Sociology from the University of Buenos Aires, Ar-
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gentina. Her doctoral dissertation titled “Debating the meanings of the trans
bodies: medical, judicial, activist, and parliamentary discourses in Argentina
(1966-2015)", focused on discourses related to the construction of trans bodies
in Argentina between 1966 and 2015. There, she analyzed and compared dis-
cursive productions in the medical, legal, activist and parliamentary fields.
Her current research consists in studying the discourses produced in the med-
ical field as they relate to the bodily desires and the autonomous decisions of
trans people.

Alex Rodrigo Castillo Hernandez (he/him) is a trans man born in Guatemala
City, a husband, father, and grandfather. He is a professional business admin-
istrator and human rights defender of the LGTBI population. Alex found the
1st collective of Trans Men in Central America called ‘Trans-Formation' in 2013.
He is the president of the Central American Network of Trans Men since 2014
and a former member of the Grant Making Panel of the International Trans
Fund.

Yusimil Carrazana Hernandez (she/her) is a cis woman, family doctor and
surgeon, of Cuban nationality and with an affiliation at the University of San
Carlos of Guatemala. She has more than 30 years of experience in her field and
works for the trans population under the Standards of Care of the WPATH 7th
version. Email: yusicarrazana@gmail.com

Yana Kirey-Sitnikova (she/her) is a trans activist, independent consultant,
and researcher from Russia. In 2021, she graduated from the University of
Gothenburg, Sweden with a Master’s degree in Public Health.

Carter Honoree (he/him) is currently part of the Board of Directors of Trans-
gender Europe (TGEU) and was the Regional Coordinator for Africa in the TvI-
TGEU (Transrespect versus Transphobia) project. He is a founder and was the
Executive Director of Rwanda’s Gender Pride, a trans feminist and non-binary
organization in Rwanda. This organization specifically focused on the access
to HIV services and prevention for trans MSM in Rwanda. Carter also served
as a member of the Grant Making Panel (GMP) of the International Trans
Fund (ITF) and was part of the Peer Grant Committee (PGC) in the UHAI East
African Sexual Human Rights Initiative. Carter is currently supporting the
project lead and coordination of the BIPOC and racial justice strand within
Ulex.
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Michael Aondo-verr Kombol (he/him) is a trans activist, university professor
at the Benue State University and the Executive Director of Rural Renewal
and Community Health Development Initiative (RURCHEDI), Makurdi Nige-
ria. Apart from partnerships with Heartland Alliance International, Nigeria
(HAI-N) and the AIDS Prevention Initiative in Nigeria (APIN) on the CDC
funded ICares project to provide HIV treatment to vulnerable populations,
RURCHED], he researches issues around the treatment of sexually transmit-
ted infections (STIs) among hard-to-reach populations (incl. trans people).

Elma de Vries (she/they) is a family physician working in primary care in
Cape Town, South Africa, a lecturer in Family Medicine at the University of
Cape Town, and a member of the Groote Schuur Transgender clinic team.
Elma is currently doing a PhD with the topic, “How can the professional iden-
tity formation of a gender-affirming practitioner inform medical curriculum
change?”.

Chris/tine McLachlan (she/he/they) is a clinical psychologist in the public and
private sector and a PhD candidate at the University of South Africa. Chris has
published academic articles and presented papers locally and internationally
and was the runner-up of the WPATH student award in 2018. Chris serves on
various boards of NPO’s focusing on trans and gender diversity and trains in
the field of sexuality and gender diversity.

Trans* Ratgeber Kollektiv is an initiative of trans people, friends and sup-
porters of trans people in closed settings, like prisons or psychiatric insti-
tutions. With their work and publications, they aim to support, to build a
network, and to spread information among incarcerated trans and gender
diverse people. More information: www.transundhaft.blogsport.de/

Aedan Wolton (he/they) is a social worker and trans health advocate with over
a decade of experience in the HIV sector. He worked to design and establish
the TransPlus service at 56 Dean Street and is a regular contributor to com-
munity-led research focused on exploring and improving trans health and
wellbeing.

Matthew Hibbert (he/him) graduated from his PhD at Liverpool John Moores
University in 2020 studying sexualised drug use among LGBT people. He pre-
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viously worked for Public Health England in the HIV/STI department, work-
ing on HIV epidemiology and specializing in LGB and trans inclusion.

Sasha Strong (they/them) is a psychotherapist in private practice in Portland,
Oregon, USA, and a doctoral candidate at the California Institute of Integral
Studies. Their research focuses on bipolar disorder, mindfulness, Buddhism,
psychotherapy, and trans, non-binary, and gender diverse people.

Sagan Wallace (they/them) is the evening supervisor at Oregon State Univer-
sity, USA, and a graduate student of information science at San José State
University, USA. Their research interests include citizen science, digital pri-
vacy, and social justice initiatives.

Caleb Feldman (he/him, they/them) is adjunct faculty at Clackamas Commu-
nity College and Clark College, where he teaches geography. His research in-
terests include climate justice and educational equity.

Ruby J. Welch (she/her, they/them) is a part-time musician and full-time
teacher’s assistant in Portland Oregon. Their stage persona, Ruby Q, en-
joys showtunes and picture books, and shares them on social media as

@rubyqpdx.

Jeremy A. Gottlieb (they/them) is an MD-PhD Student in Medical Anthro-
pology at the University of California, San Francisco and the University of
California, Berkeley. They graduated cum laude in 2018 from Duke University
with a B.A. with honors in Cultural Anthropology. Jeremy identifies as gender
non-conforming.

Omer Elad (they/them) has been an activist and a leader in the trans and
queer communities for nearly two decades. Once an artist turned a social
worker, they have primarily worked in the intersection of mental health and
homelessness in Boston, Massachusetts and Portland, Oregon in the United
States. Utilizing intersectionality as a main framework, they continue to nav-
igate their own various identities as an anti-occupation Israeli, a white immi-
grant of middle-class background, disabled, non-binary and very queer per-
son, and how those all fit (or not) within their capacity as a change maker,
mental health provider and supervisor.
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Brenda Rodriguez Alegre (she/her) (Ph.D.) is a transpinay based in Hong
Kong. She is a lecturer in Gender Studies at The University of Hong Kong.
She is also on the Board of ILGA Asia, STRAP and Planet Ally. Her teaching
and research focus is on trans issues, intersectionality, migration, health and
histories. She is also a choir soprano.

Lucille Kerr (she/her) is a Ph.D. candidate at the Australian Research Centre
in Sex, Health and Society, La Trobe University, Melbourne. She is also a re-
search fellow at a Department of Nursing Research, specialist cancer nurse
and completed her Bachelor of Nursing with Honours at the University of
Tasmania.

Christopher M. Fisher (he/him) (B.A., A.A., M.A., Ph.D.) is an Associate Pro-
fessor and takes a leading role in research on young peoples’ sexual health and
wellbeing. A major focus of the work is on adolescent sexual health knowl-
edge, behaviors and educational experiences (both formal and informal). He
leads the National Survey of Secondary Students and Sexual Health in Aus-
tralia. Previous work has looked at the role of youth development profession-
als in Non-Governmental Organizations (e.g., youth groups) in providing sex-
ual health information as well as adolescent perspectives on promoting sexual
health. He has also conducted population-based research in LGBTIQ health
and HIV prevention and care.

Tiffany Jones (she/her) (B.CA., Bed-Honsi, Ph.D.) is an Associate Professor
and sociologist who researches LGBTIQ+ issues in education, education pol-
icy, health and social policy. Her projects have been supported by the ARC
(DECRA, Linkage), UNESCO, beyondblue, governments and many other bod-
ies. Her new releases include ‘Improving Services for Transgender and Gen-
der Variant Youtl?, A Student-centred Sociology of Education’ and ‘Bent Street
vol.4.2’.

Ralf Lottman (he/him) has studied Sociology in Berlin and Gerontology in
Amsterdam. He has worked for care providers and the German Parliament be-
fore moving on to research projects at the Alice Salmon University of Applied
Sciences in Berlin (D) and the University of Surrey (UK). He is now Professor
of Health Policy at Magdeburg-Stendal University of Applied Sciences.
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