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With minor changes, this book represents the text of my dissertation, written and
defended at the Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg, under the guid-
ance of Prof Angela Richter to whom I owe gratitude for her encouragement, sup-
port and advice. I thank Prof Ana Devi¢ who acted as the second reviewer of my
doctoral thesis for her ideas and amity. My thanks also go out to: Prof Gabriela
Lehmann-Carli, member of my defence committee; Dusan Hajduk-Veljkovi¢ and
Eva Kowollik from the Department of Slavonic Studies, and their families; John
K. Cox for reading and revising the manuscript; Srdan Durovi¢, Divna Soleil, Sta-
nislava Bara¢ and Ana Fazekas for reading the text, and supporting me along the
way, together with Slavisa Rakovié¢, Branka Banja Dokovi¢, Gagi, Marie and Jecavci;
Irena Javorski for the critical bibliographical assistance; Jessica Ammer for her help,
knowledge and friendship; my mom and sister for their care and faith.
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