Yuki Kihara's Going Native at Museum Volkenkunde

Sofia Miorelli

To take care may be understood as giving time and space to understand each other
better, and to do this with a spirit of generosity. This form of care informs interdis-
ciplinary artist Yuki Kihara’s practice, including during her residency at the National
Museum of World Cultures in the Netherlands. Kihara has long engaged with ques-
tions of how colonialism has shaped, and continues to shape, our contemporary hu-
man and more than human world, with a special focus on the Pacific. In her work, she
explores issues of race and gender, but also of climate justice. As part of her ongo-
ing inquiry into representations of the Pacific, its histories, peoples, and cultures, in
Western art and historical narratives, Yuki Kihara’s film installation Going Native of-
fers a multifaceted and gentle probing of what it may mean to be a practitioner of
performance tradition from a culture that is not one’s own. As Kihara asks, might we
be implicated in caring for the heritage of another?
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Quoted texts are taken from the Going Native video works.
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